4 


** 


ES. 

r 

3 + 
n n 


1 
% $8 
2 WA 
WS 
ak Win 4 
M 8 
2 2 
7 ICY 


S. 
\; 
* 
9 


E I'S Poxm was publiſhed by 
the Author in 1746. The a 
jest is important; the Sentiments 
juſt, and ſtrong ; the Images 
beautiful, and natural. Yet, in 


the Train of Reaſonin g. A certain Connection 
ſeemed to. be wanting: In the Sentiments, 
clearneſi, and perſpicus y; and in the Imogen, 
ſameneſe, and fimplicity, Mixt Metaphor alſo 
was ſometimes admitted; and the Style, tlio 

ſtrong, yet in ſome, Places appeared too hart . 
and rough. Theſe ſmall Imperfections, in EN 
Worx of ſuch Genius and Spirit, and ſo 
worthy of Eſteem, ſeemed to require Amend- 
ment. This is now attempted, in a Manner, 
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Fatal Exiſtence, join' d wit 
þ In ſearch of whom: Imnagination fa 


1 And Thought back eſs! CAuvsx uncaus'a! s 4 = 


a Unbeginner without End! 3 


2 


'the ſgered Wonders of thy World 2 5 


The Paemy begins with-a ſolemn Ad 9 ad I | 
the Dkirv; and altar e e e 


een os 55 8 
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bis . gs and Gees from which Manifeſtation, fg "al 
i | that we believe, or know with Cet x,. 2:72 
. . This Attempt to explain our : 
op, he begins with that Humility, > 7 hp 
becomes Man, when he ſeeks toben, ws A 
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Woes os 


| To ſtem one tranſient, momentary Ga : 15 
Of thy keen Light and live But in thy Works, 


N 


= As in a Glaſs reflected, oft' I view 
Thy Pow, thy Wiſdom, and thy Goodneſs join'd, 


Wich grateful Adoration fill'd ! till grant 


Thy gracious Favour, and inſpiring lead 20 
Me blameleſs in thy Ways! O Trov, who know'ſt 


The Muſe's conſgious Reverence, aid my Song *. 
 Awtully ſhrinking from the 'snaky ROD 3 


That marks thy Eur, aſſumes "7 Pow 'r, and wreaks 4 
5 | Thy 
5 He next proceeds to b Mose Notions as Ahne 
GR which are built on any other F oundation, than 'on Na- 

TURE,” Theſe Notions have been woven into artificial "Syſtems, 
no ways conformable to the Order of NATURE ; conſe- 
Funny, inſtead of a true and faithful Repreſentation of the 
11, or Law of Gop, they exhibit only the chimerical and 
arbitrary W1LL of Max. They are derived either from Pride 
and Arrogance, which are the Sources of FaxATicism, and 
falſe Ex THUsTASM; or from Fear and Ignorance, which are 
the Bources of Saperſtztion; or from a Mixture of all theſe with' 
a LITTLE' TRUTH, which produces Bigotry. The Conſe- 
quence is, that Mankind, under this ill Direction, acquires a 
falſe Humility, and unnatural Debaſement, to fear without Cauſe 
of Fear, to hope without Cauſe of Hope, and to love and hats 
without Regard of Truth and Falſhood, of Virtue and Vice, 
thoſe natural marks which * has fixed on n to makes; 
ben we EX hateful, 1 | 0 


Thy pointed Vengeance, or dirdfts thy wur. 0 
I ſtart, aſtoniſh'd at the bold Pretence! 
Benevolent CaxaTor r "whence aſpires We 
Ambitious Man's brief Glance of ſhadowy Life 
To launch his little Plummet into Depths 

Of dark Eternity, and boldly build 
Worlds for his Maker's Vengeance how preſume” 
O'erweening Mole-blind Furrowers of dull Earth, 
Contracting in themſelves their God's whole Care, 
T' arreſt the Radiance of his 128 and TzxuTn ? 


* 


10 San Ron.“ This Epithet epd a = de. 
It. perfectly characteriſes the Genius of Impoſture, by which 
Superſtition has been woven into a Syſtem fo myſterious, that 
even Moss, the Hebrew Lawgiver, whoſe Deſign was to A. 

ee 


veal/that Myſtery, and to counterad its Influence, hath yet b 
drawn to.co-operate with it. His Deſign was evidently diredted; 
to eſtabliſh a Syſtem of pure THETSM. and with that, a Stale 0E 
rational, or perfect Fxttpom, AS, A Conſequence of Tur = 
in Oppoſition to Superſtition and the Conſequences. of it, Tys* 
ranny and Bondage. The great Ourlixzs of his Plan proves 
this. noble Truth moſt evidently. Theſe, it muſt .be conſe . — 
ſome Way or. Sehne. have been fill'd up grofsly enough. „They 
have eſcap'd + „the Touch of Corruption. 1 his is in- 
deed a g and real Bleſſing; how they have eſeaped, is a 
great, and real Miracle. But F raud, in concealing itſelf, al = 
ways leaves ſome Part uncover d ;-like the Oftrich, who, woeen 
he is purſued, by hiding hig Mead only, thinks he conceals his 
VNody. The *Abſurdities, - cle Aadonſiſtencies, and the Contra- 
; ditions which have been a den g his Plan, are ally p 
88 They are eaſily ſeparated: and rejected: ſince it is im e 2 
n deſigbed, or dictated by the fame Perſon: and that, 
„„ 43 ; 
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© Why from his Goodndli e excommunicate | «gy 


1 * wo © Numberleſs Orbs as illegitimate EP ol 
3 * x Outcaſts, or F 7ugitives of Heay'n to waſte , _ 
©, Th Partial Prerogative on this groſs 1 3 
. | i 55 That daily rolling, turns its eyeleſs Bulk, A 
Io beg Life's needful Alms from one kind Sox; 5 1 
While Worlds ſuperior to Conception's Bound, : 
| Attracting and attracted,” roll their Orbs, - N % 
; In meaſur'd Time, thro' boundleſs Seas of Light, 
* Hog wa neee * aße Day? 


2 Require | 
1 N he nobleſt & Defign, 4 a 480540 Man ſhow's 1 — 8 
or a wiſe Man admit ſuch Contradictions, as wou'd not .only 
corrupt, but in Effect, abſolutely deſtroy it. All. Objections 
therefore againſt theſe Contradictions are admitted; 77 but when 
.theſe are removed, the Objections are removed too. But Ob- ah 
jections yet remain "apainſt the very Plan and real "Deſign .of 
Man. Theſe Objections, and the Defenſe made by. Rah 
_ +.  gloniſts, are both founded in the ſame Miſtake. The FALL of 
Man ſeems to be entirely miſunderſtood by both; according to 
which fundamental Miſtake, the Objections are ade denn 
Ananſwerable. I ſhall endeavour, therefore, to explain 
important Subject i in a Treatiſe concerning the Life of Mosks. N 
1 Mean time the following Hint,* perhaps may aft thoſe; who 
=  =are willing to try their dwn Conjectures. There is no Difficulty, * 
neo Obſcurity; the whole Proceſs is plain and obvious: he can 
ſcarce miſs ſeeing it, whoever underſtands the Genius of My- 
thology, the Similitudes, and Analogies of "NATURE, . and the 
Egyptian Art of Application. N T heſe nee are applied „ 
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F ©: Requ re yot theſe val Works of Gov, Gov'sGrage,” y 1 * 
ion'd to their Vaſtneſs ?” Ho then 40% . 


* 
be 


Conceir 's proud Pr eference. of its own. clay d Cott 


O'erleap thoſe Azure F ields 8, „Where Thought, 
And Number, and Immenſity are loſt, 


1 


And Comprehenſion akes to ſcale Repulſe 
Whence then Man's reptile Arrogance of Guels, 
Such impudent out-ſtartifi , to preſume | 7g 

His unavailing F ondriefs, and vain Pride 
Cou'd lead, taſk, mit and confine his Gov! 


Mosks n beautiful Plainneſs and Simplicity ; and $4 

Plainneſs, perhaps, has conceaPd his Deſign: while ſome 5 

the Pride uf falſe Knowledge, and vain Philoſophy, can ſee No- 

thing but ſupernatural Myſtery, and others, intangled in the | 

7 'Citining, Nothing which does not promote their Intereſt. St = 
d een "Writers ot the freeſt Genius and ee e 18 1 - 

form. "hot wholly to have —— d this Myſtery. „ 

MID Eros ſaw it was, an Allegory: Lord neige. 

BROKE, cally 4 moral, bbiloſophical, | zory 


15 Divines ve Tub © the Exxon of the Fart i inte 

meg. Men is employ'd to, explain Myſtery; and” the Re 
_ velation of A Myſtery, and the Explanation of that Revelation” 

5 * t more myſterious: till by theſe Means natural The- 
| ogy is quite abſorbed in artificial" de 75 Wilk, the | 
Law of Go unſeen, and the WII Lc 
ed; The Conſequence i lan: 
4 - . rler. 3 ab 


s, by 
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F The honeſt and learned V. Poser calls the' tz ee. 
25 : baden, Chriſtianity-i in Hieroglyphicks, © This + appro 


* 


e to {gi v but 


8 a A „N. 


Saf, Bigot Boaſters of u Albaner d Zeal, 


_ 


* . FA | 1 * who, are impudently ſure of GRACE, a, & 
bf hs 4 gion' $ Pirates, who take Heav'n by F orce! 
25 And, covering Madneſs with the Name of Faru, 
Sin Keel, where moſt ſanckifed weigh, pauſe; 35 8 
Trink —Anſwer not from Cuſtom's dull Aſſent, 5 
But the try'd Soul's true Teſt, ſure felt within ! N 
ls it in Revelation's awful Claim 8 
That ye ſhould thus miſplead th? AL EF: We Wit 5: 


| To fallfy his JusTICE ! dare * boaſt | 
8 Divine 


4 fs: ). Almond the Great is ſtiled by the Satiriſt—Pelix Terra. 
rum rRÆDO.—In Religion the ſame Species of Madneſs, or er- 
rant Heroiſm has prevailed, —When Men, under Pretence of 
FATE in imputed Righteouſneſs, are made to believe that Hap- 
pineſs is inſur'd to Vice, they run blindly into a Sort of arro t 
Pride, Scorn, and Abhorrence of Vin rug, when it is exptele'd 
in the Characters of Men, whoſe FarrH (as they call it) is not 
orthodox. This unnatural Paſſion of religious Malevolence is 
noted by the Word Bigotry; and conſtitutes 'a Character the ; 
moſt oppoſite. Truth, Virtue and Chriſtianity. It was that 
vety Species of Madneſs, which prevailed among the Jews, 4 a 
when they are ſaid e to take the Kingdom of Heaven bf; 
Force; that very Madneſs, Which made them hate, vilify. .. 
| and murder their great Reformer: and that very Species, 1 
Mladneſs, which makes ev'n thoſe, who pretend to be his Dif. © 
diples, counteract his Docttine, and hate, vilify and perſecute all 
Vbo are his real Diſciples; all, who, like him, are Ae, «x 
Turn and VI RTV, that is, perfect THETISTs. 36 
e ben Religioniſts abſurdly miſplead the WII of: S061 in 
Defence of Actions unjuſt, cruel and malevolent, they abſolutel 
ad the Idea or Ane of a Dirr; and while hey = 


Divine Legation, Wo cane e bnd 
Th' all gladdening Lord of all yon „ie ng W 8 
To one poor partial Care of one poor Part 


Of one poor Corner of one World's poor Cra N 


Out with this Avarice of fanatic Scrape, | 

That pinching to itſelf Gop's nibbled Grants 
Hedg'd in th* ETzanai's Common! ſelfiſh Paris 
Foreſtall'd all Power of opening Myſtery's Gate, 
For its own pick-lock Pribe unkey'd by Heav'n. 
Why, if enlightened, moſt, ſhou'd Wir. „ da, 
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deny i it. It e Srobabll that this latter Species of Mad | 


only the former a 5 en "a that ANI | is e's ” 


tion A ful ; | 5 * 


unden or teach it? T y who underſtand it beſt, and 2 
therefore eſt qualified to teac Tis are certainly leaſt apt to 25 
a claim ſo fooliſhly arrogant, and at the ſame time ſo pemiedas 
to the Freedom, Peace and Happineſs of Mankind. 7 

i 3-75: ) And why, if any are indeed commiſſion'd'to reveal the 


Jop to guide Mankind in Truth, Virtue and Ha ppineſs, 


do they y yet conceal that WII I by revealing it fo dau the 4. 


Revelation itſelf is a M yſtery? Certainly, a wiſe Man for his o. 


dake, and 4 good Mar fof the Sake of others, wou'd act more 
ler uſly. If they wou'd teach the Art of ſeeing and recog- 
niz 18 the Wi of Gop from his 1 bare wh hg : 


Mankind: E Oe 2 — to Meng 5 
hne repreſented Gop as 4 Being, who envied Mankind the# 


10 Fri kee of Truth: Io ' Tayrhs @oyepus 8 „eonon 56 : 
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: 5 LOG Bid tele few ids hand-led Spies of Grace, oy; 75 
4 : Conte l from moe eff 1 Doubt their ART to KNOW by 
wit” Wa Vp, 


if Phil op he, if he bac, wy oY have objected this to bis own. 
. MG It is ſaid of ApoLLo, and of his Prieſts, (who yet, 
3 more than the reſt of that Sort, favour'd, and indulg d the Free- 

75 dom of WIr and Reason) « ee that they neither told, nor con- 
= ee ceal'd their Meaning; put made SIGNS.” | wt v, Gude 
4 pures, A EEMAINEI. In the earlieſt Times, before Lan- 
SY, - guage was completely form'd by Uſe, and extended to compre- 
”— bend and expreſs all external Impreſſions, or Ideas of Things, 
9 "Things themfelves | were . . either by 


Pisggen was a en a "whey! Langu 
ah Uſe and Application of it was yet, even among this fow, ot 
od it, 'deem'd an Accompliſhment little inferior to Inſpi- 
ration and ſtill more, when by the Invention and Uſe of Let- 

ters, thoſe Sounds or Words were expreſs'd, was it eſteem' d 4 

Sort of MIR AER. Hence WorD and RxAsom became Equi- 

valents in the Greet Language, among a People ever curious and 
inquiſitive, Who under the Influence of Freedom, and 4 happy | 

» Geniug; made ſuch a Progreſs in Arts and Sciences, as even at 
„ = this Time is beheld with Admiration. Yet even, among them . 


* there was a Time, when Language was reckon d among, the 

| "greateſt Accompliſhments, and writing was a ſacred Thin b 
And indeed this latter notion extends even to our dn Times il 
4 among whom, tho' Books are ſo common, that the Inprefiiony | 


of Novelty, wonder and Authority, are now no longer connected 
with them, yet by the Vulgar, theſe Impreſſions and Connexion 
3 are yet retained, in whoſe Opinion nothing more is wanted 00 
_ realize and verify a Fact, than to fin it written in a Book." 
* Bauch however Was the ſlow * of Knowledge, both. hl 


* 4m). 
| Why, if poſſeſs? of ſome educigh Clue 
That ſhews loſt Diffdence Truth's lucid . 


* 


Stons and Wops, that while it depend on the Ver acity, and, 
Ability of thoſe, who uſed them, either to inſtruct, or to be 
ſtructed,” both ways of advancing it have been always liable 
Obſtructions and Impediments from Obſcurity, Ambiguity and 
Error. As to S1G6Ns, though among the Antients, as well as 
now, there were Men of mean Genius, and ſelfiſh Paſſions,” . . 
who wou'd ſometimes abuſe them, either inſignificantly, or MY f 
ceitfully, yet by the great Legiſlators, and in capital ben 
they are always employ'd to convey a wiſe and good- Meaning: 
for this is a great Truth, that the Antients were no Fooks. 
Signs in ſome Caſes may be. uſed: with equal. Exactneſs and Preci- 4 
ſion, and even with greater Propriety, Force and Vivacity 0 mw 
Impreſſion, than Words. They have moreover this Adyatitages © 
that by ſeeming to conceal Truth, or rather by a middis W ” =” 
between hiding and revealing, and either by a modeſt Reſerve, * 
or by a graceful manner of Diſcovery, they excite Cufioſity, en- 

gage Attention, and eſtabliſh. and preſerve, from the Indifference 

of too much Familiarity, thoſe "original AImpreſſions, which be- Wo 
long to it, of Navelty, Admiration, and Authority. And hene 
by the Agyptians they were appröpriated to Religion, 208 termed ; ©" -1 
SACRED LzaTTers. We ought not therefore, in our Interpre- R "00 
tations of thoſe mythical Allegories, or Hor v Warr, to, be too | 
hafly in, dogmatizing, or in fixing and, reſtraining: them to a ſin- 

"determinate Meaning; for though even that may ſometimes. | 

be done with great Beauty and Propriety, yet as they are of a 
copious, lavention, and fruitful of various Meanings, ſuch a Re- "Ml 
ſtraint, and precifion, ſeems rather to be a Retrenchment / ⁶ 
their Abundance, than-an Addition to their Strength. Here the | 
Imagination and Reaſon ſhould be left free and unreſtrain : d "I 
the more they are ns, the greater and | berg will. be . 
we OE; 3 | n- 
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Claim they Conſe inhplicir ? why bj 
1 eli * bold Aﬀumption 1 Taſtleſs FAITH 10 
fn 2 17 | Diſs 


ntert: mem, 4 Inſtruction 5 1 if ſufficient Caution 
f be applied i in excluding all Abſurdity, Inconſiſtency and Contra» 
ion. The Antients drew immediately from NATURE. They 
did not attempt to form, connect and harmonize chimerical, fan- 
taſtical, and ſupernatural Imaginations, which, like ee or 
2 Heeting Clouds, are too ſlippery and evaneſcent, to be reduc'd to 
᷑᷑ſtable Form, or to preſerve Connexion, and Proportion. This 
A is (aid only of thoſe, who had Genius and Ability, It is ſaid, 
and may be proy d of Moſer That Lawgiver did not conceal 
.” his “ ART to know.” It was his Deſign, in reforming from 
ian Superſtition to reveal, that which they affected to con- 
ceal ; and to reject that, which they affected to publiſh, But 
Lr afterwards, falſe Knowledge and chimerical Notions were 
ploy'd to interpret and explain his Deſign, which was wholly 
. = from the Agreements and Similarities of Nature, the Con- 
"quence has been ſeen in a Syſtem deform'd with Abſurdity, 
Fr Inconſiſteney and Contradiction, and felt in the Effects of Zu- 
prerſtition, Fanaticiſm, and Bigotry; by which that Deſign hath 
; not. only been corrupted, but- even ſubverted, and deſtroyed. 
There is no other Way to attain a real Knowledge, and true 
| Feeling of the WII L or Law of Gop, than by a modeſt, ſober, 
and careful Examination of his Wokks, u dili gent Attention, 
and Obſervation of NATURE, and a faithful Report, or Repres. 
ſentation of it. The Mind of Man will gradually conform, and 
- harmonize itſelf to this Knowledge, by cuſtomary Imprefff j 
and the Opinions, Sentiments, and Manners will all follow in a 
natural Order, and regular Progreſſion, agreeable to the provi- 
dential State and Courſe of Things, and to the various Relations 
and Connexions of human Dependence. They who ſeek the 
WIII of Gop in any other Way, will for ever wander in Er- 
For, deceiving and deceived: and they who pretend to teach i, ; 
in apy other Way, are “ BLIND LEADERS of the BLIND,” 
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Diſhonours where it worthips. | \ Heav' duden 3 . 
Obedience from the Blind: and every ect 1 . on 
Were orthodox, if to believe be Proof. W. 40 


| £ ©" „ 31333 


NATURE "oily p points the Way, * marks the Road, 

leads to Truth, to Virtue, and to Happineſs, according to tha 
common Doctrine of the old Philoſophy : a 6 7 AIAAKTA 
cue TA KAKA. OYEIKA N TA ATAOA, "This Rule is now 
inverted : and how can we be ſaid to go right, When we don't 
even aim right? I think it was BorLRAu, who obſerving Na. 
TURE to be well underſtood,” and faithfully imitated by Mo- 
LIERE, deſir'd (as he ſaid) to learn of him, 4 LAxT de ly; 4 


TRoveR, _ 
(77.) If theſe authoriſed or e en Teacher of Tanen 


_ their Explanations from NArunxz, ſuch Explanations 
d be proportion'd to human Rxason, and the Senſe of”, 4 

Buty or Obligation wou'd ariſe from the nobleſt Motiiesg ind 
from that, Shich by the conſtitution of NATURE, a Ap⸗- 
pointryent of Gop, is the Ru ER, or REGULATOR of . 
whereas, according to the Syſtem of aftificial Religion, thoſe Mo-* 
tives are derived either from Hor and PRIDE, the vaineſt and 
moſt deluſive, or from FAR and Caepvlity, the baſeſt and 
moſt ſeryile Parts of human Nature. Hence the Effect, on 
one Hand; will always he IMPLICIT FAITH, not in Gop, (of 
whom by theſe Means, nothing can be known, but what wou'd 

| worthily be attributed even to MAN) but in thoſe who pretend 
to be his inſpir'd, or commiſſion d LeGATEs, and EMBAS8A- 
noks. For Hoes and PRIDE, with Ignorance, are the Sources 

of FANATICISM, and FEAR and CREDULITY, with Ign 5 
are the Sources of SUPERSTITION ; while a Mixture of . F% 
gether produces BicoTRr, the very worſt and moſt poiſonous | 
Compoſition that ever was invented and prepar'd i in the cecle-. 
ſiaftical 8 The Effects of it are deſcribed l. * | 
(a Sas ava eps rim naa lu aba 

4 | 


3 


(5) im- 


. 


(14) 


hen 1 ſoak for Aid tꝰ o 'ercorne Diſtruſt, 
imp * Reaſon, while I bend 3 35 
N 6. wic 


18 ji Tmperious Aion, a proper Epichet for that 8 "a 
Fault Which is the Rur ER, or REGULATOR, in the humat 
Cor ſtitution. Rx Aso is gffur'd without Pride; conſcious, with- 

out Affectation, and conſtant without Obſtinacy : ; it claims Em- 

pire, not over r other Minds, but over our own. | 1 


* 
611 BE-4 
* 


8 = | 2 Sahin Abi Inperiofus. 5 Hon. 


5 55 believe this an principle, or Faculty of the Mind, 
which ſeems to diſtinguiſh Man from Man, as much as Man 
tom Beaſt, whenever by Exerciſe and Diſcipline it riſes to any. 
8 of Maturity and Perfection, is always accompanied with 
. Modeſty, and in ſearching the moſt ſublime. Truths relating to 
Derrv, with Humility and Reſignation. | To every, ingenuous 
: re it muſt be equally grievous either to compell, or 


4 compelPd. Fal TH, when it ſignifies Belief, is either ac-⸗ 
1 quir'd by CusTom, or by REason., When it is acquir'd.by _ 
""Cuftom, it ariſes from a [i Repetition, or Continuation of 


the ſame, or ſimilar Impreffions made on the Mind, either | 
NATURE, or by ART. Both theſe Sorts of Belief : are . by 
the firſt in Gon, the ſecond i in Man. They both It 
end abhor Doubt, Enquiry. Hlence in the firſt d. 


according to its Capacit , and the Temperament of its Affectid ing | 
and Paſſions; while the ſecond receives Form and Faſhion in- 
; tirely from Authority, poſitive Inſtitution, and arbitrary Wilt...” 
The former therefore is natural Superſtition, the latter artificial; 
and while the one may be conſider'd as the firſt rude Efforts, of 
the Mind in Purſuit of TRUTH, the other is a falſe Direction of 
it. In one it fails through Weakneſs; in the other 190 0 N. | 
ſign. The firſt is MERE Superſtition, the laſtmeRrE Im It 
is n therefore that both theſe * i Belief are liable com m mug 5 


2 E 
Th 
5 

, 


La. 


with, neek Artentign to the Call of Truth, 1 
Where the hir'd Sophiſter's rank * Luſt of * *r „ 


8 
P 1 Lo 


3 : the fiſt * the . of ous Minds; 3 wW ſegond x 
a wrong Direction or Application of thoſe Imperfections, 5 4 

by Craft they are woven into artificial Syſtems, and eſtabliſſd 1 
by Power and Force. When external Impreſſions, or Matten 8 
of Fact, are regulated and corrected according to the conſtant AY 
Courſe of Things, or Standard of NATURE, from whence they are 
derived ; the Belief, which before was merely cuſtomary and impli- bs 


cit, now becomes rational. The Proof riſes above Doubt, and the W. 
Concluſion is Truth. This Regulation is made by an exact and 3 
careful Examination, and Recognition, of the Power, or 1 . 


Moment of all thoſe Faculties or Senſes, which receive and con- * 1 
vey natural Impreſſions to the Imagnation. This Recognition |} * 
is effected by Reaſon, the Corrector and Regulator of al =. a6 
other Powers or Faculties of the Mind. Rational Belief ths * 
fore is founded in Evidence, and Evidence in NATURE, WW 
this Evidence is ſeen, we aſſent conſequently and nebel. 
farily. But if NATURE cannot be compell'd, neither can fuch E I . 
Belief. Force may produce Hypoeriſy, or Simulation; N 

lief it cannot produce. And how can that therefore be deem? „ 4M 
fit to be done, which Gop has made impoſſible to be done * F A 
t may be ſaid, perhaps, that by a continual Effort even Impo . 
bility may be ſurmounted. 1 believe, (faith St. Aus Trix) - _— 
decauſe it is IurosslnL E.“ This indeed is a ſupernatural Rea- — 


oe J he who can thus believe, may remove Mountains. The 0 
Mind thus ſtrain'd becomes diſſolute. When Force is thus ae. 3 
fer'd to itſelf, the Tranſition is eaſy from the loweſt Degree of 3. 


ſervile Abaſement to the higheſt Pitch of arrogant Pride. Te * 

1 immediately vaniſhes between IMPLICIT -FAITH and | 

rbitrary, Command ; and: between arbitrary Command and per- F 

aui Rack. In reality they concur, and run into each other. 

le who can believe with Au/tin,"will damn with Athanaſius. 

Such it ſeems is the Genius of hat F * that whoſoever „ 
5 Wee be- _— hy 


ww 


5 not A an amiable Picture of human "RE * No: * 
© _* PiQure only of prieſtly Genius. It is that very Genius Which 
OG ech corrupted human NATURE. It is that very/SERPENTINE 
* Genius which Moss ſymbolically, characteriz d, and which 
Isxsus condemn d. Our Poet hath deſcrib'd it again l. 81—91. 
., it de truly y deſign'd, let them own it to whom it Nane, 
8 . That Confeltion (more juſt than ever St. Auſtin made) wau'd 
3 8 make eyen SyAME meritorious. Mean time I aſk leave to ho 
that a better Genius may prevail among thoſe, who are a 
© thoris'd to-infttu& Mankind ; and to wiſh, with a noble PRHI- 
ApS _E050PHER,*, whom yet, while. they hate, they vainly attempt 
. * imitate; that that it may be far, and far ſurely; i it will: ever be, 
„  GChrom any worthy” Genius. to be conſenting to ſuch a treache- 


+ +: © rous Language, and Akusk of WorDs,.” which makes Men 
"gs hate each other for what they cannot undefſtand, and builds 
Fg nr on the Deſtruction of REason and VIRTUE. 1 4 | 
Ik it de ſaid that NamurBjmaybe compell d; T E 6 
Appeal to the almighty Power of Gop, of which we 
no judgment but b Experience. But this Appeal imp lies ther 
great Fallacy, or. an abſolute ContradiRtiog.,, els a Co at 5 
Action to ſuppoſe the Supreme Bxix d acts agai himſelf; ſincs | 
* if Wiſdom, —4 Goodneſs be Attributes, which. are ſuppos' 'd ne 
ceſſary to belong to him, ſuch Action muſt annihilate tkefg A 
dutes, or which is the ſame Thing with regard to us, muff nc 
it impoſſible for us to form any Conception, or Notion of them, 
Now theſe. Propoſitions. are equivalent: . "NATURE is the 
WoL RE Work of Gop,” or “ the work Work of Gop:is 


called + -ugr al To IH ſhis\ is A and to hn 


_£-=nxF's HY OTIS 


— 


2 . 


Can 
Where pious Zeal ferments with prieſtly gall, 
And what falls ſhort in Proof o'erflows in Rage : 


90 
While 


this Wokk violated by the WorkER, if he be ſuppos'd infi- 
nitely wiſe, good, and powerful, is to ſuppoſe him acting againſt 
himſelf, But if the Wokk ER be perfect, nothing can be vio- 
lated. ALL 1s RIGHT. What ſeems to be wrong, is only 
in ourſelves ; and then only, when by following our own fond 
and chimerical Imaginations, we falſify his Operations, and at- 
tribute to him Things, which have no Connexion or Correſpon- 
dence with NATURE. This Falſification of NATUr x, or Sub- 
ſtitution of chimerical and ſupernatural Notions, and Operations, 
in Place of real and NATURAL, ariſes either firſt, from our 
Weakneſs in judging of natural Impreſſions, and Matters of 
Fact, and afterwards in miſtaking the Effect, which thoſe Im- 
preſſions make on the Imagination, for the Things themſelves 
which cauſe them ; from whence Superſtition is derived : or 
ſecondly, from a wrong Direction, and Application of that Weak- 
_ neſs, when theſe Seeds of Superſtition, | are cultivated, and as 
they grow up, tranſplanted into various Plots and Labyrinthe 5 
according to the Genius of thoſe, who in all ages have thought _ 
WorDs make VI g Tvz, as Wood makes a Groves. And 
from hence thoſe Materials are ſupplied, which have been uſed 
in building the ſeveral Fabrics of artificial Religion; which, when 
it differs from NATURAL, (and it is always different in its Foun- 
dation, and often contrary to NATURAL Rx LiG1oN in its De- 
ſign) ſo far co-operates with ATHe1sM, that without Aid from 
the former, the very Notion of the latter cou'd Nevar have 
prevail'd, or forc'd itſelf on the IMAGINATION of Mankind, _ 
But beſides a Contradiction, the Appeal to Almighty Power 
concerning a Violation of NATURE, gle th greateſt Fal- 
lacy ; ſince it ſuppoſes that to be provable, which if it cou'd be 
prov'd, and were ſo admitted and univerſally employ'd, wou'd 
effectually deſtroy the Foundation of all other Proof with Regard 
to evety Thing NATURAL, or AAT. And this again wou'd 

throw us into ATHEISM, | 
B ; All 


_— 4 


Cty. -- 


+ While Revelation thunder'd on my Ear 


|. | Low rates my Heart's Aſſent =O ! help me Heav'n ! 


* 


To 


All Inferences, or Conceffions drawn from Experience, Ha- 
bit, or Cuſtom, though they create Aſſurance, and we uſually 
think and act, as if they were certain, yet are only probable ; 
becauſe we ſee not, nor can fee in fact, the ſecret Principle 
which connects Cauſe and Effect.“ But Inferences from Reaſon 
are demonſtrative : becauſe we ſee in the Relation of abſtract 
Ideas, the neceſſary Connexion of one Idea with another. In the 
latter Caſe we conclude with Certainty from one Inftance, the 
Truth of all of the ſame Kind; in the former we conclude onl 


with Probability from many Inftances that ſimilar Cauſes wi 


Dſſes and Purpoſes of 


© produce in Succeſſion ſimilar Effects. Cuſtom therefore, when 
conſider'd with relation to external Things, is the continual, and 
regular Impreſſion made upon our Senſes by the Courſe of NA- 
TURE ; Which, if it was irregular, inconſtant, or violable, there 
wou'd remain no Rule or Meaſure of human Action. If the 
: Ratio, or Order of NArux were deftroy'd, the correſpondent 
Ratios of the human Mind muſt neceſſarily be deſtroyed alſo, and 
it wou'd be abſolutely impoſſible for Man to become rational, 
Civil, or religious. Without it he cou'd never become rational; 
for the Increments of human Reaſon being dervied from the Ra- 
tio of NA ru, which thro' the Senſes by cuſtomary Progreffian im- 
prints Ideas on the Imagination, the Mind by obſerving and retain- 
ing them, gradually _— a Habit of applying them tothe ſeveral 
ife. But if theſe Impreſſions were with- 
dut Order, Agreement, or Connexion, that habitual or cuſtomary 
Perception or Belief, by which they are ſo applied, cou'd not be 
excited. If Fire was experimentally ſeen to produce in alternate 
Turns, contrary Effects in the ſame Objects, it wou'd be im- 
o See Hunts Philoſoph, EM © = 


* 
& * 
«8 


To check th'impaſlive Struggler's pure Inſtinett. 
That aſks, how Gop's almighty, if his WIII, 93 


poſſible to render it uſeful, or ſabſervient to the Wants i 


Life. In like Manner, if the Behaviour of Man to Man pro- 


ceeded from ſuch changeable and arbitrary Principles, all Peace, 


Order and Concord wou'd be ſubverted : he wou'd for ever re- | 


fnain in a State of ſavage Barbarity, and in a Condition much 
worſe ev'n than Wolves and Bears. Legal therefore, or civil, 
Man cou'd not be. And religious he cou'd not be fince, hav- 
ing no Notion of a Dir but what is formed from the Idea of 


— Works exhibited in Nature, and this Idea being imprinted 


on the Mind by a gradual Series, and progreffive Increment, by 
Uſe and Cuſtom, becomes Belief ; which again being regulated 


by Reaſon, confirms and eſtabliſhes the Notion of a SUPREME 


BeiNnG, infinitely wiſe, good, and powerful. Hence alſo, by 


Order of Things, and RA iO of NATURE did not generate and 


harmonize the progreſſive Growth and Order of his own' Na- 
ture, his Ideas wou'd be nothing but an infinite Number of Con- 

ceptions without Band, or Connexion; without Order or Po- 
portion. In ſuch Condon, Man cool acquire no Idea ff 
Wiſdom and Deſign, no Senſe or Feeling of Beauty, Virtue and 


Goodneſs ; no Notion of a DzrTy, Every Thing arbitrary, 


uncertain, and precarious. Hopeleſs, comfortleſs, faithleſs, he 


| wou'd wander for ever in a forlorn and fatherleſs World, hating, 
and hated ; deceiving and deceived. Incapable of that calm and 
regular Happineſs, which flows from TRUTH and Vig rug; 
| with ſudden Starts, perhaps, and tranſient Flaſhes of Imagina- 


tion, which wou'd only diſcover the frightful Night, which ſur- 
rounded him, and in which he muſt remain for ever ſubject to 


a Review, or Recognition of this Proceſs, he diſcovers Farrn, 
| LoyaLTy and ALLEGIANCE to be a perfect Duty to this Su- 
PREME BEING, or the Perfection of his own. But if the 


perpetual Fear, Horror and Amazement. Such would ſeem to 


be the 8 of Man, and ſuch the univerſal confuſion which 
— 4 wouꝰ'd 


(WF ws 
| Who made this captious World, on which we crawl, = 


8 5 Cou'd to the Worm, call'd Man, be ſhew'd in vain ? : 


wou' d Follow, if the regular Operations, and Conſtitution of 
Things were violated ; and ſuch in Fact is his preſent Condi- 
tion in Proportion as Superſtition prevails, and he departs from 
Naruxz. The Courſe of NATURE * therefore is the GREAT 
STANDING REVELATION of the WILL or Law of Gop. W 
cannot avoid the natural Impreſſions of wiLL or Law, which 
by cuſtomary Succeſſion create Belief: which is Nothing but 
a Progreſſion of the Mind or Reaſon, correſponding with NA- 
Trunk. Belief then is gradual, or cuſtomary Inſtinct, or pro- 
— Nature in Man, by which the Mind advances to the 
. Knowledge of Truth, and Love of Virtue. It can neither be 
produced, nor prevented by any Forms of Reaſoning, or arti- 
” ©  ficial Method of Argumentation: neither can it be compell'd by 
Force; Force can only produce Simulation; and Reaſon can 
bo0oniy direct and regulate this natural INsTriNcT. And as this na- 
tteural Progreſſion is the ſame in all, as in each Man particularly, 


* 


ſo the Direction or Regulation is the fame. Hence political, 
E. *  Feligious, and moral Regulations have all the ſame Source and 
Origin, the ſame Standard and common Meaſure, in the Or- 
deer, the Conſtancy, and Ratio of NA TuRE. The ſame cuſto- 
mary Inſtinct, when review'd and recogniz d, becomes Cox- 
"+ SCIENCE ; which alſo, in Turn, when it becomes cuſtomary 
by the ſame Progreſſion, becomes alſo a perfect Law or Obli- 
gation. Hence it appears, that to eſtabliſh and preſerve the 
Order and Peace of Society, it is not ſufficient that good Laws 
de written or taught, unleſs the ſame become cuſtomary. But 
if the Laws written or taught be bad, and do not correſpond with 
Na run, they may yet become cuſtomary, and fo prevail. And 
. 5 . | this 


b Ipfa NAruxx RArio, que eſt LEX piyina & Hu 
MANA. Cic, | EI RY e e 


If 'twas the Makzn's Law to Man proclaim'd, 


By Man's refiftlefs Gop ; if Prophecies - » 
Excited Hopes, and Miracles confirm'd 100 


Augmented Faith, how cou'd he not believe, 

By Grace invited, and by Pow'r compelPd ? 

Had Heav'n requir'd, cou'd Man refuſe Aſſent? 

Or not requiring, why was Heav'n profan'd ? of 
Hum! from thy duſky Stall, unreaſoning Drone, 105 

Prune thy lim'd Wing, and ſeek the Skies mature! 

Still will thy black*ning Tribe, Earth's buſy Swarms, + - 

Build Babel's cloud-top'd Mount's looſe crumbling Hope, 

For the next cataract Show'r that ſweeps down all. 


Such are the Toils of Rabbies, Popes, Paw-waws, 110, - 


Muftis, and Lhamas, Morabouts, Bonzees z _ 
All the long-labor'd Props of Faith's loft Boaſt, 


this is the Effect of natural InsTINCT wrong IireQed, oy” 5 


when it ſupplies Craft with the Materials of Superſtition. This 
is the Source of that Pretence (fon it is a Pretence only) that 


NaTuRE is corrupted. Thus NA ruxs is condemn'd for a2 5 


Corruption introduc'd, habituated, and naturaliz d, by the r 
Influence and Prevalence of ſuperſtitious Syſtems; while by a 
ſtrange Deception the neceflary Uſe and Application of o 
| Syſtems is proved, from that Corruption; and they are in F act 
applied, or pretended to be applied, to correct, and cure pus... 
very Diſorder which they produce. 
(105, &c.) The Poet then attempts to leſſen 4 <uſtomary. 
Belief, derived not from NATURE, but from artificial Creeds, 
and Syſtems, by ſhewing the general Weakneſs, and grad 
Decay of Superſtition ; and that if Reaſon doth not, 1 r. 


wil n all the various Syſtems of it. Ry 
B 3 That 


1x1," © IR 
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(2) 


That mould'ring flip beneath the Feet of Time, 


2 


M 8 And all the mighty Fabric ſinks to Dirt. A 


Oer various Schemes of Faith did various Gods 115 
Preſiding each his own Dominion claim : 
Hoſtile, or leagu'd; or under various Names 

Did Ons ſole Pow'r inſpire peculiar Pray'rs, 

And damn the reſt unfavour'd ? Nature feels I. 
This Queſtion : and methinks I hear her Voice 120 
Bid RzasoN thus reply.—If but one Light . 


Inſur'd Salvation's unobſtructed Courſe, 


Unlanthorn'd, it had known no curtail'd Shine, 
| All Dark had fs illumin'd; ne'er with-held 
Juſt Gop from more than half th' extended Globe 125 


All glimpſe of Dawn, yet curs'd the Gloom he caus'd! 


Or grant ſome Race indulg'd with kinder Smile; 
| Why partial to the proud, Sin's haughtieſt Sons? 


. * Tet heedleſs of unfolded Flocks more meek, . 
More aw'd, more ſimply ſerious in Farrn's Field? 130 | 


Anxious in Adoration's twilight gleam 


And proftrate, tho' neglected? Why, again, e 
1 In Truth's appropriate, and ſelected Seats, 


Even” s Heav'n-watch'd Tree, * ever prun'd, 105 
| For 
n Sc.) © Epkx's Hzav'n-wATCH'h Tazs,” The 


Doctrine of Immortality, or, (as it is call'd,) of SALVATION, 
Was Ayyptian, but rejected by Mosxs, for Reaſons too long to 


Ly. de here enumerated, It hath been grafted however upon his 


", - Syſtem, tho' contrary to it. It is alſo pretended to be laid open 


* drach tho ſo guarded, that without Licenſe from the Le, 


That boaſt high Claim to Syſtems Heav'n· inſpir d., 
Spread Schemes of different Texture ? Each avow'd 140 
Gop's own injoin'd ſole Rule, reveal'd to fave ! 
Alas!-*tis Man's proud Heart, that fondly fill'd 

With ſelf-paid Rev'rence for Deſert miſclaim'd, 

Grown impious in imagin'd Sanctity, BH 
Hugs his own Day-dreams idolis'd within, 145 
And ſtyles em RzveLaTion! Hence the Buzz 


* | 4 "=p 7 h 
none may hope to attain it. Mean time thoſe Keepers and +> 
their Followers are divided into ſo many different Sects, W- bwÜũ1ũ 

generally hate each other, that whatever Reaſons are employed | + 4 
by any one of them to reject the reſt, may with greater pro: 13 
priety be employed to reject all, ſince that in which they plecerg 
their chief Strength, and characteriſtical Excellency, is really „ 
conſiſtent with NATURE. The Poet in this Deſcription follows s 22 14 7 
the Moſaic ALLEGoRY. FS 4 „ 
142, Cc.) The Poet here characteriſes the ſeveral Species o. 
Bigotry, ariſing either from Fanaticiſm or Superſtition. There * 
is alſo another Sort, derived from metaphyſical Fanaticimm ; 
which, tho' founded in Pride, yet aſſociates with the reſt, at tu 
ſame Time that it wou'd ſeem to deſpiſe them. This metaphy» 
ſical Riga) grew up apace, when Heathen Sophiſtry was grafted ' .. ,. 
on Chriſtian Simplicity, The Spirit of CxEED-MAKING: them 
began, Phantaſtical Chimeras receiv'd the falſified Seal or Ma 
of Truth ; while none were allowed to enquire or doubt, but all 1 
weak Tickets of Salvation for ſo ſmall a Price as ImpLiciT FAE, 
of Ya 86864 | . (x51, Be, 13 
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and eſpecially from the Conſequences, might well be deemed an 


Alike on albfides heard, on all ſides felty 8 


. ward thro' an immenſe Length of Time, in which it kept the 


Korrr marked by the River NILE is juſtly eſteemed the Pa- 
rent of Superſtition, The Agyptian Prieſts alſo pretended to 


- Eulations of Echpſes, and the Succeſſions of Time. The Empe- 
for ConsTANTINE made (as is pretended) a Donation of Roux 
to Pope SYLVESTER, which with the adjoining Campania has 
+, fince been named St. PETER's Patrimony. That Emperor 
* 
Crimes, that when he ſought Expiation, his Prieſts, leſs com- 
pPlwaiſant than might be expected, abſolutely refuſed; pretending 
their Religion had provided no Expiation for ſuch enormous 
Quilt. So he applied to the Chriſtian Prieſts, and receiv'd from 


needs be ſome extraordinary Act of Zeal. Accordingly he ſettled 


| markable Donation; ſo that the Superſtition, Fanaticiſm, Ty- 


du Rctur d as © grey with Dotage” . 


| C9:  , 
Of honeyleſs, and ſtingful Waſps of Zeil, 


Spoilers of VI Rr ux, ruthleſs Sons of Fraud 
Each charg'd in Heav'n's Pretence with menac'd Hell! 1530 
Jews, Tartars, Bramins, bordering Gange's F lood, 
CE EI Swift 


* 


(251, &c.) In tracing the Stream of Superſtition, the various 
Branches of it are here delineated. . The Chineſe reckon back 


ſame Channel. Yet their MAanpeRiNEs, or learned Men, are 
faid to be all ATHEIsTs; which ſupplies a new Proof of that 
Confederacy, noted before, between Superſtition and ATHEISM. 


ſhew very ancient Records, in which they preſerved the Cal. 


while he was yet an Heathen, had been guilty ('tis ſaid) of ſuch | 


them that Abſolution which had been denied by his own. Bein 
thus ſuddenly converted, and ſanctified, the Conſequence mu 


on the Chriſtian all the immenſe Wealth of the Heathen Hierar- 
chy ; a Deed which from the Motive and Manner of Executions 


Effect of Dotage. Tis now about 1500 Years ſince this re- 


ranny and Bigotry, which have been derived from it, may be 
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(r) 


Swift Hords of hot Arabia's ſwarthy Sons, | 
Far China's dateleſs Race, long Nile's old Clajm- 6) 
To ſuperſtition's Childhood, triple Rome „ 
Grey with Imperial Dotage: Each Heav'n's choice, 155 
Yet each from each diſtinct; ALL ſpurn'd by ALL, 
Twiſt Revelation into Gordion Snarls, 
And murder to ſhew Mercy, damn to ſave! 

All theſe Diviſions, divident again, 160 
Break from their Centre, like the Winds wide Points, 
Vet ev'ry Blaſt is ſacred. High enthrond 
In the dark Storm th' Arch-prieſts triumphant ride 
While proud in mock Divinity each claims 


} 


A Right to ſave, or charitably damn. „ 
Each different Faith inſpir'd with different Zeaall. 
Boaſts ſole Diſpoſal of the Light of Heav'n „ 


Till Diſcord kindling from the ſcatter'd Sparks 
Of Truth, and Love, blown with the Blaſt of Pride, 


(169.) If we conſider the Weakneſs of VE how apt they 
are to deceive, and to be deceived; to invent, and to believe a 
Lys; their whole Purſuit of TRUTH may ſeem to terminate 
in certain Degrees of Probability, or Veriſimilitude. And this 
perhaps wou'd ſerve their Turn well enough, if they did not va» 
lue the Name more than the Thing, and the Praiſe of it more 
than the Uſe, But while in this Purſuit they ſtoop to take up 
the gilded BALL of Profit, and Honour, Envy and Diſcord im- 
mediately ariſe, and prevail in Proportion to the Eager 9 
Hope in gaining, or to the Violence of Fear in loſing thoſs 
_ Objects: under the Deception and Inchantment of thele. - 
9 Paſſions, 5 


ee ; 


1 


4 In one vaſt Conflagration waſts Mankind, 170 


W.bere art thou fled, fair CHARIT YT ſweet Breath, 
That ſtills the ſtormy Soul! ſoft Eye of Peace 
That weep'ſt at all this Miſchief ] ſee'ſt Man's Pride 
Miſtaken for Religion | whiſpering lo 
. In 


Paſſions, they are forcibly driven another Way; they depart 


from their firſt Aim, and ſoon loſe ſight of Truth; while PRIDE 
aſſuming the Name of Zeal, by covering the Deception, ſancti- 
fies the Violence of Oppoſition, and pretending to blow the 
Sparks of Truth, kindles the Flame of Perſecution, This out- 
rageous Spirit of Bigotry, if it did not firſt ariſe, undoubtedly 
receiv'd Growth, and Force from that metaphyſical Jargon, and 

chimerical Science, which the Heathen Sophiſts introduc'd into 
the Chriſtian Religion, deforming its Simplicity, and corrupting 
the Truth. - Theſe, on the Converſion of Con/tantine, run like a 


T.ooment into the faſhionable Syſtem, and brought with them all 


the mud, and filth of Heatheniſm. In this rich Glebe Weeds 
grew luxuriantly, and among the reſt{ falſe Ze AL acquir'd, now, 
' ſuch a poiſonous Quality, that it deſtroy'd CHRARIT Y, the moſt 
eſſential Part of that Religion, which it pretended to ſupport» 


| : Thus it hath ever ſince continued to diſturb Mankind, from that 


Time to the preſent ; with Fits however of Remiſſion, and Abate- 
ment, in our own Country at leaſt, where it hath been check'd 
by the FREEDOM of WIr and Humour : which, as our No- 
 BLE BRITISH PHILOSOPHER teaches, and by. his Example 
fhews, hath proved the only ſpecific Cure of religious Madneſs, 


We are pleas'd to ſee the Diſguiſe of Falſhood removed, and we- 


embrace Truth more fincerely, when the Deformity of Error is 
diſcover'd ; while, as COMMON SENSE and EQUAL TASTE pre- 
vail, we tolerate with Eaſe, and even indulge in each other that 
Difference of Opinion which ſeems unavoidable. The Hierarchy 
indeed are offenfled at this, and when they are not allowed to 
perſecute, complain of Perſecution, * LR 
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(27) 


Soft as the tepid Zephyr's downy Wing, 
Th' odorous Breezes of thy balmy Gale 
Fly ſcatter'd wide in Perſecution's Blaſt | 
Loſt and bewilder'd in this warring Waſte, - 
And gloomy Darkneſs of caaoTic Fairy, 180 
How ſhall a lightleſs Wanderer find the Way 
That leads to peaceful Manſions of fair TzuTa ? 
How chuſe a faithful Guide, whoſe ſacred Bro 
Bears Heav'n's commiſſion'd Stamp ? or if impos'd 


While Craft before invites with ſeeming Guile, 
Smiling Deceit array'd in ſhadowy Hope, 

And Zeal behind, waving her flaming Brand 
Drives on impetuous, and forbids Retreat, 
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How ſhou'd the enſnar'd Adventurer eſcape _ 


4 Labyrinthian Error, which the Touch 


Bid MiRAaCLEs decide conteſted Claim. 


v 


Name of FaTrn. 
neither the preſent Taſte of the Times, nor the watchful Cau- 


tho 


In the calm Voice of univerſal Love, F | 175 


The deſtin'd Sx RR foreſtalls deliberate Choice z 186 


Fright'ning Credulity with formleſs Dread: 1 90 


Of Pride hath conſecrated into FAlIrf ? 76h 


(180, Ge. Amidſt this rage of Bigotry, and Confuſion of 
Belief, the Poet enquires next how the ſober FRE x-THINKER : 
may(avoid that Error, which Pride hath ſanRtified with the. 

(194, &c.) If Mix AcLEs are requir'd in Proof of Truth; 


tion of he 1 wil * it ſeems, the Experiment; * 


e 
8 
2 


a” 


Where are they ? call aloud, they will not hear, 195 
Prudent Reſtraint forbids expiring Hope 


per for fuch extraordinary Operations, and, as it ſhould ſeem, 


Here then we are guided only by Record, Report, or Tradition. 


come by cuſtom more ſtrong, clear and vivid. To repair there- 


Number of theſe ſpecious, or artificial Miracles, limited the 


» MippieTon, Faxes Enquiry, c. 


| 


""S 28 


Wi 
tho' ſome attempts, it muſt be own'd, even in our own Country, 
and more, and greater Efforts, as might be expected, have been 


made in a neighbouring Nation, to reſtore this Eyts1Gnr 
PRoor, We muſt recur therefore to former Times, more pro- 


: 


before the Order and Conſtancy of NATruxR was underſtood, 


But the Impreſſions made by theſe Reports, being either con- 
trary to NATURE, or at leaſt not confirmed by the conſequent 
Order and Conſtitution of Things, when it was afterwards ob- 
ſerved to be more regular and conſtant, like Objects ſeen at a 
Diſtance, become gradually more weak by Time, and '@v3- 
neſcent. On the other hand, natural Impreſſions, or Matters 
of Fact, receive continual Increments from Repetition, and be- 
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fore the gradual Decay, to which the former are ſubject, the 
Managers of Miracles have *contrived, by frequent Repetitions, 
to give them Form, and Semblance at leaft, if not the Sub- 
ſtance, of real Facts. But in-this Attempt, by bringing them Nee 
too near the Sight, the Fallacy has been diſcover'd, and the Pur- 


poſe defeated, by thoſe very Means which were intended to eſta- He 


bliſh it. The wiſeſt therefore, and moſt judicious of thoſe * Ma- 10 
nagers, have corrected this Miſtake. They have retrench'd the a5 


Times of Operation, and appropriated their Purpoſe, not to Ch: 


private, but to public Utility. And this ſeems to be the only fl 
legitimate Purpoſe in which they can be properly employ'd. But W%" 
even here too the greateſt Caution in uſing them is neceſſary, as Ap 

W- 4 


(9) 
To court Renewal of old Eye-ſight Proofs, 
hich deign'd in 88 long Rs to ſtrike Doubt dumb, 


they are much more apt to aſſociate with Error and Vice, than 
with Truth and Virtue, They are indeed ſo far from proving 
themſelves, and even from adding Strength by their Aſſociation 
to Truth and'Virtue, that even their own Proof depends on the 
Worth and Value which they receive from that Aſſociation, 
Nothing then can be proved with them, but what muſt be firſt. 
proved, and therefore better proved without them: ſo that while 
we ſee their bad Influence inſenſibly decay, and vaniſh, we need 
be the leſs ſollicitous about loſing the good Effects, which ſome 
have ſuppoſed them capable'of producing : and that (as the great 
ROMAN PHILOSOPHER obſerves with his uſual Sagacity) % no 
« one ought to wonder, that HUMAN ARTIFICE is overcome by 
DIVINE NECESSITY,” Neminem MIRARI debere HUMANA 
ConsILIA DIVINA NECESMTATE %% ſuperata.4 Our Poet 
reats the Subject in a pictureſque Manner, and exhibits to the 
ye a Proſpe& not more imaginay than the Things repreſented, 

In the Front the GHosT of Time appears, leading in his 
Hand a Train of Spectres, who in long Order of Succeſſion. are 
den to diminiſh, as the diſtance increaſes. , Around him ſtand 
in various Attitudes the Forms of Ignorance, Credulity, Fear, 

orror, and Amazement; while the HigRoPHANT, THeo- 
LOGUE, or ARCH-PRIEST, appears in a Corner, half conceald 
as it were behind the Scene, and pointing with - his Rod to "the 
Figures of Superſtition, Fanaticiſm, and Bigotry, who ſhift and 
change the Scene according to his D rection.; while the various 
fluid Forms, in preſſing to advance foremoſt, penetrate and mix 
with each other, compounding ftrange Shapes, and monſtrous 


Appearances. The Light, as the ons Ro is Our, 


+ Cie, * Lioano. 


and 


tx Ee.” 


% — * 
- 
as wa 


No filent march the inexiſtent Hoſts, 
1 The dead. Life-guards of unſubſtantial F. ah. 


and uncertain, and the whole Scetfe exhibits N 


_ which appeits by Moonlight, when'in a windy Night the Clouds 
in rolling break and mix together. 


(30) 


Dead Time's departed Ghoſt recorded holds wy 
Millions of Wonders i in his ſhadowy Hand, 200 
Dread Spectres once, now harmleſs, dimly ſeen 
| Diminiſh'd i in their Diſtance, dubious Forms, 


Whoſe ſlippery Lapſe the Eye contracted ſtrains, _ 
And wakeful Horror ſtrives to hold in vain : * 


Like Dreams eluſive that deceive the Senſe, 
Or flecting Shades beneath the moon-light gleam. 


Contending each with each, the fluid F orms 


Paſs N and, in Nene min 210 


Mon- 
like that 


(207.) © UnsuBsTANTIAL Farrn,” This Epithet has thy 
happy Propriety, which expreſſes ſome unobſerv'd Quality in 
the Subject, which either renders TRUTH more conſpicuous, ot 


 Falſhood more ridiculous. And gccording to our noble Philoſo- 


her's Definition, IMyLIciT Farrn, when applied to objeſ 
—4f0 or out of NATURE, in which the Underſtanding can 
have no Certainty, or Aſſurance, is Nothing more than a Kind 
of « paſſive ScayTICiM”; while the mere 0gTHoDoX Zia 
LOT, in finding himſelf externally compell'd to believe, yet u 
the ſame Time internally forc'd to doubt; and being thus im- 
pell'd by a Power r. of Reluctance and Fear, forms at 


laſt a © Reſolution to examine, recollect, conſider, or heat u 


6 little as poſſible to the Prejudice. of that Belief, which Having 


once eſpouſed, hei is ever after afraid to os,” 


_ 


Monſtrous Alliance, ſoon witk Reaſon's Touch © 

Diſſolv'd, as Night's dim Shades in ſun- gilt ay. 

Match Miracles with Miracles, array'd, FA 

To puſh back every Angel's vain Deſcent, 8 

That comes with Errands hoſtile to their own. _ 216 

Where Min Ac xs try Turn, no Far R is falſe, 

What nameleſs Corner of the World untouch'd, 

By Trade's far furrowing Keel,  ev'n ſafely new 1 

To the unquenchable and ſucred Thirſt * ws 

Of Miſſionary Rapin's holy Zeal, . "#80 | «= 

But boaſts believ d Deſcent of ſome kind Gop, / 8 

Who choſe their lov'd Forefathers, bleſs'd their Race; 

And taught *em for his Glory !—Zeal'd with Truſt, 

In their tranſmitted TAE, th' invited Gueſts \, _. 

Take place at Heav'ns high Table,—upmoſt Au! 22 p | 
Sven are the Sows of FaiTHz white, black, and 4 

_ brown, 15 , 1 

bt Olive, 11 copper-hued furr'd, naked, cloth'd WH 
Bearded, or beardleſs: feather'd, capp'd, or crown'd:® 

The Greaſe-anointed, woolly-headed, ſhorn, _ 

Long-hair'd and ſhort-hair d, curl'd and cropt E- | 4 

kr: 230 9 
ALL ſcorn a temperate Virtue, and the eum WW, | 


The papal, Tippe Crown, or Mraz, is here denoted, 

(231,) It is . obſerved of all Boos, that they affect to 
vi 7 Rgazon, and that calm, nn, and ' NATURAL 4 
. 1  Onpen — 
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483 
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ien 
Peace of Contentment under Re ason's Sway: 
Blaſted with Light'ning, catch the MazTyR's FLAr, 
©S 87] 5 0 


OapEs and Peace of Mix, which it ds, They 
ſeem to trample upon mere HUMAN ViRTUut, as DioGENss 
did upon the PRIDE of PLATo. And ſometimes allo, in their 


triumphant Exultations, we ſee them capering fo high, that like 
David before the ARK, they diſcover their Nakedneſs. For 


when as it ſeems in a merry Vein, and gameſome Mood, they 
deviate a little from their native Ferocity, and venture to ridicule 
Truth and Virtue „ as 1MPIOUs, Nolsy, NoTHINGs :” 
Let us not miſtake rheir Humour: Theſe are expreſſions of 
their Pride, of their Anger, and of Reſentment ; not of Mirth, 
They laſh themſelves more than FERE-THINK ERS. In this in- 
deed. they imitate the I. on; who, tho' the F able were inverted, 
. wou'd yet have Tail enough to laſn his own Sides ; which, -ac- 
- cording to Naturaliſts, is always a Sign that he is angry. "Tis 
well they want the Power of that terrible Animal! E'yidaoey | 6 
Atv. | 
(233.) It was an Effect of antient Superſtition, that he, who 
was blaſted, or kill'd by Lightning, was ſuppes'd to be 2 Favou- 
Tite of lidar n; for ſo, it ſeems, the Impoſtor ALEX AN DEA ap- 


palies it, n to Lucian. This Favour however ſeems to 


be limited, and to belong only to thoſe, who were inſpir d 78 
the prophetic Spirit. th 
* H de eren [Yoxn] dine Ppevo, i ET G&Woppus 
Es diog biet, diog Baneeion TEPAYNNQ, 
Prophetic ny deſcended from above, 
By Jove's own THUNDER Hruct, return to Jov E. 


This is the fiery Chariot, in which many a SAINT, PRoPHET, 
or frantic” ZEALoOT, hath been carried to Heav n. ZEAL with 
IMPLICIT FArTTH is equally fitted to receive, or to inflict the 


. 4 Vol. I, p- 41. 25 5 | 
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) 


) 


terrible beyond the power of Imagination ! and hat now 
will the dogmatizing Zealot aber ene vaſt Cala- 


(6 
Or mount the fiery CAR to prove their Race | 
Celeſtial, and affect ey'n Heav'n—in SpirE. 235 


Teſt of MaxTT ADO. Crouds with inoft ardent Importunity 
have offered themſelves to this fiery Tryal of Falrn; while 
others in ſome Countries, ev'n at this Day, with equal Extaſy, 


behold it inflicted as a Puniſhment of INTIDEL ITT. A noble 
and lately flouriſhing City lies now in Ruins, which hath been a 
frequent Scene of this unnatural Joy ; and what ſeems indeed re- 


markable, the Deſolation was poured out on that very Day, en 


which, according to annual Cuſtom, this inhuman TRAORD& 


ſhould have been acted. But GOD, the ſupreme Conductor of 


the Machinery, and of the univerſal Syſtem of NATURE; was 
pleaſed to change the Scene, and repreſent 4 far different Spec- 


tacle, leſs horrible indeed than the other, but much more dread- 


ful and terrible ! dreadful above the Power of Denning and 


mity ? he who pretends a Commiſſion to underſtand, and to re- 


veal the SECRETs of PROVIDENCE ? he who loves to turn Error 


into SIN, and Deſtruction into VENGEANCE ? Was it a Puniſn- 
ment inflicted on OR THoDoxy, or on INFIDELITY? or ſhall 
we rather affirm, with more Sobriety, and without affecting to 
know the SECRETs of PROVIDENCE, that in all Circumſtances, ©. _ 
Benevolence is due from Man to Man, and in all Events perfect 

_ Submiſſion" and Reſignation from Man to his Marrs? such 


Belief wockck check the Rage of Zzar., when it kindles into Per- 
ſecution; and when it executes Vengeance on Man, in Pretence 
of executing the W1LL of Gon. 


Mean Time this Zea, 


is found to agree very well with the greateſt Viet and Wickep- 


Ess. That royal SainT, ADULTERER, and MURDERER, 


according to his own Account, was © devoured with ZERHAL :? 
while, like NzRo, he tuned his Harp, inſpired with Paffions,, - 1 


which have ſet the World on fire ; his pious Hymns and ſancti- 


fied Execrations are promiſcuouſſy blended together, and tog 
en, by modern Zealots, fang wich the ſume latenten. 


(234) 


* * 
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; * : , wy 77 Py 


(34) 


Since then dere polar Trafts of Falrn, 

. Where Rx as ox's one Eye winks, unbeam'd with Dy. 
Plead Mix ac Es in Proof, which none can try, 
Reported, but not ſeen; of Times long loſt 
Memory's dull Dotage, taſtleſs of the Light 240 
Preſent, the 55 as paſt; let Learning ſhun oh 


i" 


| The 


(234.) This i is an Alluſion, as is uſa with Poets, to the old 
Heatheniſh Story of PHAEToN ; he was a. King, and reputed 
Son of PfokBUs, or the SUN. : Phe Reality of this celeſtial Li- 
neage being doubted, it ſeems, by ſome Freethinker in thoſe early 
Ages, in Order to vindicate his Birth, and avoid the Ridicule of 
a falſe Claim, he begs of his father to allow him, for one Day, 
to drive his Chariot. APoLLo, conſents, though with much Re- 
luctance. Accordingly he mounted the Chariot, and periſhed in 
the Flames; which, by his ill Management, ſet the World on 
fire. This F able hath a great Meaning; but too long for this 
Place. 
(241.) Since the Proof of MIRACLES depends altogether on 
Report, or Tradition, which prevails moſt in Times of Igno- 
rance, it ſhould ſeem to be a Mark of Weakneſs in Men of 
Learning, when they attempt to prove Truth, by thoſe Means, 
which falſify NATURE, and eſtabliſh Error. Andi in Reality no 
Evidence is ſufficient to prove a MIRACLE (in the common Ac- 
ceptation of that Word) unleſs it be ſufficient alſo to prove the 
| Courſe of NArukk, and the Experience of Senſe to be in- 
- conſiſtent, But we have proved before, that between Na- 
TURE and Experience there is a certain Correſpondence, Pro- 
portion, or Harmony, on which all our Reaſoning depends, 
How then can MIRACLEs prove TRUTH, when no Evidence 
leſs than: thar, which would deſtroy all TRUTH, can prove a 


MinacLe ? Or how can we reaſon from * which; if it could 


(35 ) 


The fond Deluſion of ſuch cloudy Plea; 
Which Error muſt aſſert, or Truth diſclaim. 4 
But off! ſtand back make room ye coarſe profane ! 


Ye Vulgar of Religion's ſuburb World A 245 
I) > e Ye 


be proved to be wn would 2 the very Foundation of 
Reaſon ? 

(244-) Having ſhewnl in general the Weakneſs of FaiTH 
founded in Superſtition, he proceeds to ſhew the Weakneſs of 
particular Syſtems of it, which have all had their I. imes of 
Growth, of Maturity, and of Decay. a 

But INFALLIBILITY it ſeems ſtands in the Way ; and like a 
Rock oppoſed to the Fury of Winds and Waves, reſiſts the 
whole Force of REASON and FREE-THINKING ; This is the 
Summit, or higheſt Point of the Pyramid of eccleſiaſtical Polity, 
a grand Fabric ! which an illuſtrious CAR DIN Al“ calls the 
&© moſt perfect political Conſtitution that eyer was eſtabliſhed i in 
« the World.“ Here we ſee, as à learned Writer expreſſes it, 
a Concatenation of MiRACLEs, deduced in a long Series, from 
&© the Beginning to the preſent Time, ALL united in ons Poπ ]. 
cc which afford a Proof $I1MILAR to THAT, which is deduced 2 


e from NATURE to prove a Derry.” The Miracits of _ 
NaTukE do indeed prove a DErTy ; but artificial Mix ACIS ee 
have no other Effect, and perhaps no other Purpoſe, than to * 


drive Men, either through Deſpair, into Atheiſm, or through 
Fear, into Superſtition. The latter Part of this is apparent; the 
former correſponds with a fine Reflection of Mr. Fontenelle 2 
cc. We often find the Truth, but either don't know it; or can't - 
prove thatwe have found i. « It is but too plain then (quoth the 


#* Cokpo Pol Irico piu FELICE CHE SIA in Terra. So allo 
he ſays, CyrxisTo ERA GRANDE POLITICO. PALLAVICINE 
110. e | | EIT: 
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Ye Goats been 1 ! unfiſh'd for Shoals \ 
Unmeſh'd by myſtic Union's indragg'd Net - . 
8 Impoſtor that it was not ah for us ; and you'll 1 at laſt, 
« People won't ſo much as think of n it. They'll loſe 
“ their Courage and throw up the Game.“ FoNTENELLE 
DraLocues. The Papiſts are not agreed in whom to place In- 
fallibility. Some, as the Jeſuits, place it in the Poye*; others 
in a General Council; others in the Caurcn. It muſt be 
owned however, that if we view this papal Doctrine of Infalli- 
bility, as ſoftened with the curious Pen of one of their greateſt 


Writers, it ſeems very. little different from that which prevails in 
every Sect of Proteſtants, who, if they are not infallible, yet are 


never deceived. The Port allows no Enquiry, no Doubt. 


This is conſiſtent. The Proteſtant allows, encourages and even 


provokes Enquiry, yet condemns Doubt as impious. When a 
„Man depends either entirely on Farrn, as the PapisT, or 
5 entitely on Reaſon, as the TEIS r, it is eaſy to form a con- 
« ſiſtent Scheme of Doctrine. But when once he attempts to 
cc compound their diffetent Powers, he preſently falls into Opi- 


* 55 & nions, of which the ſole Contrariety i is a manifeſt Proof of their 


& Falſhood,” This is the Obſeryation of that great Writer, 


7 5 | above · mentioned, the ſamous Biſhop of M Aux; whoſe Expo- 


ſition was ſaid to have converted to Popery the great TURENNE, 


— 


That illuſtrious Prelate ſaw very well the Inconſiſtency of ad- 


mitting REASON, as a Principle of NATURE, to co-operate with 


w religious, political, or artificial Fal TH, which wholly excludes 


NaTURE. So then, it ſeems, the Papiſt and the TRHEIS r, 
each in his own Way, may both form a conſiſtent Scheine of 
Doctrine. The Conſiſtence of the former depends on AUTHo» 
RITY, It turns on a ſingle Point, Obedience to the CHuRcn. 


The Conſiſtence of the latter is founded in NATURE. It is a cer- 
tain and neceſlary Correſpondence of SkExsE, REASON and Ex- 


perience, with the certain and neceſſary Order of Things. In 


me former, artificial Objects of Paſſion are ſubſtituted for natural; 


(37) 
Of never erring Sweep, deduc'd from Heav'n } 
Room for the Papal PontifPs Triple Crown ! 
Hr | | Now 


and on this Subſtitution the Calculation proceeds of all the ſeveral} 
Orders and Proportions of this mighty Fabric. Theſe Orders 
and Proportions being only apparent, or imaginary, eaſily ſlide 
into each other, and like the Viſions of a Dream, vaniſh and. 
diſappear ; while from the ſame fruitful Source new Orders ariſe, 

and are again diſſolved with the ſame Eaſe, and without Ruins 
or even Diſturbance. The wHoLE is indeed arbitrary, fantaſti 


cal, and chimerical ; and the ſeveral Parts, like a Hea 4 
Sand, are contiguous, but not connected; without Beauty, 2 


without Conve out "Strength ; * Jet as the Eye is 
wholly fix d, and the Attention engaged on one ſingle Point of 
Obedience, or Infallibity; all theſe Minuteneſſes diſappear to the 
cuſtomary Religioniſt, and ſometimes ev'n to a judicious Eye“ 
the Magic Structure appears with Marks of at Deſign, come 


nient, graceful, and grand. 
The Scheme of THEIsWMiis that in Reality, which the Scheme 


of Papiſtry is only in Appearance. In the latter the Ax of Man 


aſſumes and exerciſes almighty Power and Infallibility 3 while ac- 


cording to the Nature of its Subject, which is merely imaginary, 


.. 
* f a 


it arbitrarily and at Pleaſure, forms and unforms its ſeveral Or- 


ders, without the leaſt Diſturbance, In the latter, the Mind 


hath even a larger Scope, and Exerciſe, but in a different Way; 3 
for here it is wholly employed in obſerving, in reporting, in re- 


x 1 


cognizing the ART of GOD, exhibited in NATURE, or tlie 


SYSTEM of the UNIVERSE. The Syſtem of Taz18m therefore, 
is a Picture copied, or imitated, from NATURE. If then there 
be Conſiſtence in NA Tux E; ” in the univerſal Frame and Sy- 
ſtem of Things, there be Convenience, Beauty, and Grandeur; 


* Sir Epwix SanDYs View, Sc. CHARACTERISTICKS, 
Fol. III. P. 93s +. ; 3 
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(33) 
Now heretic Preſumer, bow convinc'd ! 2 F 2 
fal, unwinds her Scroll; . | 


* 


SainTs, 


if in the Works of God there be Perfection; then the Syſtem of 
THeisM is conſiſtent, convenient, beautiful, great and perfect. 
a AITH, in the papal Scheme, being founded on Authority and 
Cuſtom, is implicit, paſſive, or merely verbal. There is no 
Contradiction perceived in ropoſitions, which have no Reference 
to Things ; or if perceived, it is verbal only; and then a verbal 
FAITH is ſufficient for a verbal Propoſition. Aurhokirv, by 
exciting falſe Paſſions, begins the Circulation, Cuſtom receives 
it, and it gains, as a. Lye gains Belief, by Repetition. On the 
other Hand, FaiTH, according to the Syſtem "of THEISsM, is 
Indeed originally implicit, and paſſive, but not verbal. it con- 
ſiſts in a Correſpondence with NATURE ; it is derived from natu- 
ral Impreſſions, eſtabliſhed by Experience and Cuſtom ; and in a 
gradual Progreſſion being reviewed, and recognized by REasvN, 


it becomes rational and free; while the Mind aſſents willingly» 


and deliberately, without Reluctance, without Compulſion, and 
without Authority. Reaſon indeed accrues from natural Im- 
preſſions, and cuſtomary Belief; which, in this Caſe, is truly 
progreſſive InsTINcT. It increaſes, as Reaſon with the Know- 
ledge of NaTuRE increaſes; and improves, and is capable of 


by Improvement, in an endleſs Progreſſion. If therefore Reaſon be 


uſeful in human Affairs, if it be moſt uſeful in Things of moſt 
Importance, and laſtly, if TRUTH, and VirTvue, and RELI- 
G1ON, be indeed Things of moſt Importance; then is FaiTH 
according to the Syſtem of ThELsM, moſt ufeful, moſt reaſona- 
ble, and moſt important. It is adapted to all Men, atall Times; 
jt inſinuates and ev'n forces itſelf on all Men, at all Times; and 
except only when diſturbed, or perverted, or counteracted by 
artificial Schemes of FAI TH, and Syſtems of Superſtition; it is 
embraced and followed þy all Men, at all Times. It is the per- 
| tual, continual and univerſal REvELATITION of the WiLL, or 
3 of GOb, to all Men, at all Times, in different D , 


(29) 


SalxTSs, MARTYRS, 3 ſeventeen Gentarles down 


Link Pow'r to Pow'r, and length ni ning F aith's old Rod, | 
i x Dibble WO. 
nd; in a aden Progreſſion; ſtrong even before RE Asox abe 1 
Maturity, but clear and more ſtrong when reviewed and recog-"" ' 
niz dc by RE ASW. This FaiTH therefore MAY, and, THIS 
alone CAN, be truly called CATHOLIc. + ap. 
It was ſaid above, that either in Popery, or in TuzubS a + 
conſiſtent Scheme of FAiTH may be formed. That Confiftency ' = 
is now mark'd, and charaQteris'd. It was alſo ſaid, that a Mix- 4 
ture, or Compolition of both, produces a Scheme inconſiſtent.— 4 
Of papal Faith mere WorDs or SouNnDs are the immediate, 
though the ultimate Object is Authority, or INFALLJBILITY.; 
which indeed, without Force, wou'd be mere Words too. 
Now in all other Caſes, Men being accuſtom'd to affix ſome 
Meaffing to Words, ev'n in the Expreſſion of Paſſions, when the 
Idea and Perception are moſt confus'd ; the Imagination can ne- | 
ver reſt, till it has try'd, in this Caſe too, to fix ſome Meaning. 
From this Curioſity it happens, that in all Syſtems of Superſtitions, - % * 4 
Innovations and Reformations are gradualy formed, which, as * 
they grow, either fall away, or are forced away, from the Pa- 
rent Stock. In theſe Reformations, TRUTH at firſt ſeems to be 
the only Thing deſigned; the Freedom of Reaſon is wes 3 
indulg d; which goes as well, and as far as it can go, at a Tine 
when it is but juſt. out of Dading- frings. But the Prieſts, when ES — 
once they find themſelves ſettled, like a Hare in her Form, al. 
ways look backwards; always jealous, without Cauſe, of. thoſe, 
who have moſt Cauſe to be jealous of them, they ftill fancy. i 
themſelves Hunted and purſued ; and think their only ? 
conſiſts in doubling bach again into the fame Track, and re 3 
peating the ſame Ring *: All the Lines of their Hopes, of 9 
their Deſigns, and of their Actions, center in that Point, where 2 
Licence was firſt changed into Freedom, and Rea SON took the 


* Is grun Rationis & Doctrinæ. Cie. 5 KA * if 


to no Purpoſe in purſuing a Hint which either points at NoTHING, 


„„ 
Dibble with long Tradition's twiſted Line, 
Hail, venerable Weakneſs ! awful Dream! 255. 
Shade of a Shadow Tnou that blindly hop'ſt | 


* 


| . 1 8 By 
Seat of Authority; Reaſon therefore and Freedom they abhor, 
even when they pretend to indulge them; and they abhor 
becauſe they fear them, Nothing makes them ſecure but In- 
FALLIBILITY ; nothing agrees ſo well with Infallibility as My- 
STERY.| Hence the Reſemblance of Myſteries in all Syſtems of 
Superſtition, and in all Changes, and Reformations of thoſ 
Syſtems. This ſtrong Hold, however, has not always been un- 
derſtood; and not being underſtood, has ſometimes been be- 
tray'd, evin by the Prieſts themſelves. It has been betray'd 
when they have attempted to explain, and to meaſure by the Rule 
of Reaſon, Things which are inexplicable, and incommenſu- 
able! | 1 MY F 
If a Myſtery be ſaid to be contained in certain Words, but not 
. expreſſed, or revealed, the Imagination fatigues and confounds itſelf 


or, which is the ſame, at Nothing which is the Object of human 
Underſtanding. Hence all that ſtrange Confuſion in the Explica- 
tion of Myſteries ſuppoſed, but not expreſſed... But if, beſides 
a Myſtery, the Words alſo plainly imply a Contradiction; then 
Reaſon being clearly ſeen to be an improper Rule, or Meaſure of 
Myſtery, nothing can be ſufficient to eſtabliſh the latter, but Ix- 
FALLIBILITY. But it is now too late to recur to Infallibility, 
which, by admiting Reaſon, had been before rejected. This In- 
conſiſtency belongs to thoſe, who, without pretending to Infalli- 
bility, admit the Co-operation of Reaſon with FaiTH. It is 
indeed a great Inconſiſtencey; for, when a free Enquiry is per- 
mitted, and Examination allowedeef Myſteries of FaiTH'; and 
when, as a Conſequence of ſuch Enquity, Diſſent, in many Caſes, 
ſeems unavoidable ; if yet that Diſſent is deemed impious, in like 
Manner as when Infallibility exacts implicit Belief : what is 

this but to uſe, without pretending Infallibility, and to compell 
under Pretence of Freedom? What is this but to tempt, to be- 

: | 5 | | tray, 


4 TIE 


By twice nine Ages hoarſe-reſounding Noiſe, 
To o'ercome ſtrong Reaſon' 8 Evidence ! yet ſhunt 


"s 1 To 


tray, and even to inſult Mankind, while they are invited to uſe 
their Reaſon freely, when yet they are puniſhed for that Free- 


dom? The Deſign, however, ſeems originally to have been ge- 
nerous and humane, but perverted, as Religion hath always 

been perverted, by the Jealouſy of thoſe, who either fooliſhly 
fear that Men ſhould know too much to be inſtructed ; or who 
do not ſee that the Scheme of Fal rH, which they have formed, 


is compoſed of Parts, which deſtroy each other, and that while 
they mix TRUTH with CHIMERAs, it reſembles that viſionary 
IMAGE * „ whoſe Head was of "ye Gold, but the Feet were 


Clay. - 

Thus Infallibility i is e in all Syſtems of Superſtition, to 
render the ſeveral Forms conſiſtent; but this Conſiſtency extends 
no farther than the Form itſelf, by which the Faithful are com- 
pelled, rather than united, with Regard to NATURE and cok 


MON SENSE, the whole Form remains inconſiſtent, notwith- 


ſtanding ; except only when ſometimes perhaps it may ſeem to 
correſpond with NATURE. The Syſtem of TRHRIsM can alone 
be perfectly conſiſtent, becauſe it perfectly correſponds with NA- 
TURE, The ONE reſts on REAL INFALLIBILITY, the OTHER 
on PRETENDED 3 one is founded on the Authority of GOD, the 
other on the CRAFT of MAN; TRHEISM therefore is univerſal, 
it prevails more or leſs every where, and at all Times, wherever 
there are Creatures capable of perceiving and recognizing the Ef- 
fects of infinite Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. The pre- 

tended Infallibility of artificial FA1TH imitates alſo theſe —.— 


ters, and pioves, or attempts to prove, its Reality by Extent, 


and Duration. But if other precedent Syſtems of Superſtition, of 
much larger Extent, and longer Duration have all failed, this 


Failure may ſeem to render probable the Opinion that even this 


+» Dan, i ii. 32+, 
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To recollect how thrice Ten Cent'ries join vd 
Their vain Support, —yet ſaw Jove's Fabric fall ! 260 


What art thou but an Infant's tott'ring Step, 
| Compar'd with mightier Growths now found no more ? 


And dim Deception firſt began to fade ? 


(Now Graves of vaniſh'd Empires) gleaming once 271 


Who ſtretch'd their floating - Sceptre o'er the Seas, 
2 18 made Mankind one re 7 Where is now 280 


(42) 


Plead'ſt thou Duration, or gigantic Size t 


— Where are the Deities of muſe-tongu'd Gx RRR ? 
Where riſing Science dawn'd with Reaſon's Beam, 263 


Whoſe Arms and Arts, in one mix d Blaze of Pow'r, 

"Held out high Fxzzpom's Torch to half Mankind; 

Where is her Pokus, where her PALLAS now ? 
Turn thy Eyes Eaſtward o'er the Time-huſh'd Plains, 


From Flames on hallow'd Altars, hail'd by Hymns 
Of Szzrs, AWAKENERS of the werlkip's SUN. 

_ Aſk filent T5 iris, bid Eupbrates tell; 

Where is the grove-crown'd BAA, to whoſe ſtern Foun 


Bow d haughty BasyLon ? Chaldea famd 276 
For Star-taught Sages; Tyxx's adventrous Sons, 4s 
Bold Fear ſurmounting Curbers of the Deep, 


ever 


too may fall, ©« 'Odinionum Comments delet a; Narun x Ju- 
« dicia coma This Argument is extended to J. 358. 


(43) 


oyPT's wide homag' d Isis? where the Mans, 
ho bore the Roman EacL Oer the World, 
hat carried Jovz's own Thunder on his Wing? 
| Zi, Where, 
(281-——9.) The Roman Empire was founded in gu- 
rſtition ſupported by MIRACLES and PRoPHECIES. 
| their religious Syſtem, the Agyptian Doctrine of a future 
tate was imitated and proved, as the Agyptians proved it. by 
at: In this Contrivance a great Extent of Knowledge is vi- 
ble. The Nature of Eclypſes were then underſtood, and the 
imes calculated and applied, to excite Fear or Hope, Terror 
r Aſſurance, as might beſt ſerve the Purpoſes of mythological 
egiſlature. On this Machinery Romulus was deified, ? the Go» 


ernment eſtabliſhed, and an Expectation raiſed and cheriſhed a 
fits eternal Duration. Hence ViRGIL, alluding, to this Er © > 3 


tion, calls the CAPITOL IMMOVEABLE: Cerro * 
MMOBILE SA xXx ux. :... ĩͤ 


And our Poet here, whoſe Deſign was, not to cheriſh, but to —_ 
eſtroy ſuch fond Expectations, repreſents thab Eternity as a Vain 
Dream, the Offspring of Superſtition and the Parent of Pride, 
The real MERIT of the Roman Genius and Diſcipline (which 
ndeed was very great) conſiſted in a Conformity with NATURE, 
s far as NATURE was then underſtood. CoMMoN SENSE"was 
he Meaſure of comMon Goop ; and Superſtition was emplo d „ 
o the ſame Purpoſe; It was, however, always ſubfervient, noet 
upreme; becauſe, as VARRo ſays, © the State exiſted befor _— 
the ſeveral Deities were inſtituted,” * Duia Civitates Diis; 
' quos ipſæ inſtituerant, ut Pictor Tabelld, priores ſunt.” , This _ - 
ethod, which rendered Superſtition ſubſervient to the State, __ 
gave Room and Freedom to human Nature to exert itſelf. Ac- "* 
gy the Romans were remarkable for Simplicity of Manners, <a." 


© 
1 Tempeſtas Soliſque Defectio Conſecrationis Speciem * : 
Cui mox wr June * *. fecit. Flor. „ 2. 


” 


(44) 
Where the Teutonic Wopzn, Tror and all 
The barbarous Names, that from the frozen North, 28; 
_ Pour'd their fierce Millions o'er the fertile Plains 
3 | Of Latium, and with ſtronger Thunder hurl'd, 
= High Jovx, —_— from th* Imperial Rock, 
Immoveable in vain ? If Age gave Strength, 
Why are theſe fallen ? Why all the lifeleſs Gops, 29 
Loſt Dertli-gods, long, nameleſs, countleſs Pow'rs, 
= Talat fill'd th* adoring World with fabled Fame 
3 Are they not ſunk ? whelm'd o'er in Time's black Tide! 
| A floating Wreck of delug'd Gops roll'd down 
YN Their own Eternity's oblivious Stream +0 
3 . How were this poſlible if Noiſe. were Proof ? 

* Or Time's ſlow Touch, with unperceived Change, 

| Cou'd fix at laſt the ſlippery Forms of Farra, 
And ripen Falſhogd into TxuTa ? Far ſhort 

Of Heav'n falls Time's perſpective. Vainly climbs, 30 


for Frugality, Sobriety, Temperance, Fortitude, and for ever 
Virtue private or public, uſeful or ornamental; Theſe Virtue 
really made them great; but Superſtition corrupted that Great 
neſs, by ſwelling it into Pride, and. an unnatural Luſt of Dom 
nion. Thus, by depriving others of Liberty, they loſt the 
own. Luxury followed Conqueſt, and Vice followed Luxury 
while Superſtition by theſe Means, became predominant, ail 
inſtead of being ſubſervient to the State, the State was ſut 
3 ſervient to Superſtition. And Now Vice, which in other Ci 
3 cumſtances, is only a Start or Deviation from NATURE, in 


. Conjuncture, and under the Influence of Superſtition, became g 
v nmexal, habitual, and, as it were, natur naturaliz'ts £ . o_ 


(4) 
uile-founded Car, Let proud Pow r a 
28 he Lie- tipt Pyramids aſpiring, Point, ; 
ivinity ſtill hangs amidſt the Clouds, | 
et ſhowr's no Bleſſing on the ſubject Glebe. | 
gain from Zgypt call the paſſive Gobs, | 905 
he titled Fugitives of Heav'n ; in vain 
he SeRPENTS ſneak within their Mother's Lap, | 
)r lurk in ſecret in their cavern'd Dens, e 


- WDubious of Godhead, nor unconſcious own. a 
ale Immortality; paternal Rage, 23 E 
erſues relentleſs their amphibious F orms, . 1 9 
2% ill doom'd they fall a TATA. SACRIFIGE 5 1 
0 Vengeance, 2 oLD Time devours em AI! be A 


. 128 + et % 5 
s FX # * * ” * 0 
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(305.) This . to a remarkable Revolutipn ;; in zantzent IP b 
ythology (too long to be explained) when the T1TANS- re- +. 
lling againſt the Gops, drove them into Egypt, where they - 
y hid under ſeveral aſſumed Shapes of Doss, Cars, SER. —_y 


ENTS, OG. & 1223 4 
(313.) This is another Alluſion to antient Mythology. * | 2 37" 
URN, XPONOE, or TIME, according to Grecian THrzoGony, e 


as the Father of the Gons, whom he ſtill devoured as ſoon 2 Ws 1 
ey were born, till Jupiter and Juno being born together, their | 


other, by expoſing Juno to the old KRroNe's Jealouſy, 
reſerved Jupiter, who became aſterwards the firſt and greateſt, 5 IR 
fthe Deities; that is, the firſt recorded deified Mortal. This 
uſtom of deifying Men, was originally derived from Eeypt, Dr 
d the Effects of it are felt even at this Day, as may be ſeen — 3 
om that Expreſſion e out of Egypt haye I called my Som. 0 
his Fable is ingeniouſly invented. The Meaning extends far. 3 

ime it t ſeeins had devoured all the falſe Idols of Deity, E 


The zealous Guardians of wide ſpreading F. AITH, 314 
Or long Duration's cloudy Teſt of TRurH, 


uſed an Expreſſion of the ſame , or perhaps greater Force, wii 


even teaſed the Heathen Magiſtrate to give the CRoWn of Mi 


he doth not ſeem to approve their Zeal. The ind (ſays 


e 
Let him who boaſts blind Multitudes convinc'd, 


Aſk his ME RE e rent Heart 


Superiition had raiſed, and (according to our Poet) -T'1ME v 
devour ALL which ſhall be raiſed on the ſame Foundation. Th 


Reflexion points the Propriety and Connexion of that r 


at l. 346. 
"(317,) — “ MAE OBs TIN AC.“ The Poet here has chok 
an Epithet, which marks in the ſtrongeſt Manner the NArui 


of IMrIIc IT Faith. The philoſophic Emperor had bek 
he apply'd to thoſe Chriſtians of his Time, who provoked a 


tyrdom. They ruſhed with a Sort of Violence upon Death, | 
thoſe, who were reſolved to take HEAVEN by Force. Inde 


« according to his Principles of Stoiciſm) ſhould be alun 
« ready, if need be, to meet Death with Conftancy, But ti 
c Readineſs ſhould ariſe from Conſcience and Judgment ;'n 
ce from MERE OBSTINACY, as in the Chriſtians, who lit 
c Players, act only to gain Applauſe.” H xn j irowe; lay 
Soden Ten Tov Lowalog* to de ito! Toro, ammo TAIKH 
XPIZEQSE tpxtitar un xata YLABN TLAPATAEIN, og 6 XPIZTI 
ANOI, ana arAoyioueu; xai LEMNQE, xa. ATPATNANE. g. 


The Word waparati ſeems to be derived from military Liſe, uf. 


is an Expreſſion in this Place peculiarly ſtrong and proper. 
ſignifies a tumultuous Rage, or Fury, not only without Order, bull « 
againſt Order; like that of Soldiers, when they raſhly expu «: 


| themſelves to Danger, without Command. And indeed di. 


Fury was ſo great in the Chriſtians of thoſe Times, as to reniiſ « 
them quite ridiculous ; inſomuch that Arrius Antonia « 
when he ſaw them croud about the Tribunals, called out if . 


Scorn © O Wretches ! if ye ſeek Death, are 2 ſo poor that] & 


Hola Ea x; 
by * 
A 


Of CxIrie Dans but had hook, more bowd 
Than his ſtorm-lab'ring Oak, cou'd ſome pale Shade, 
That ſeann'd this future Moments of ſure Fate, 0 320 


Have 


ce cannot buy Halters?“ Yet I cannot but think, that in thofe 
many dreadful Perſecutions raiſed againſt them (ſometimes it 
muſt be owned through their own Fault) great Numbers of them 
ſuffered from true Conſcience, and on a Principle of Reſignation, 
FaiTH and ALLEGIANCE to GOD. Theſe are the nobleſt 
Motives, and muſt produce ſuitable Behaviour, calm, ſober and 
decent, 

(318.) An Opinion nn by the Dzv1ns, that when a 
Hero died, whom they intended to deify, ALL NATURE was = 
diſordered, and as it were, ſympathiſed. This Opinion ſeem 


1 


to have extended very far. 3 o* |; 
(320.) Perhaps a Foreſight of the Fact, as here repreſented, _ 
would not have ſeemed ſo ſhocking to the Dzvips, ſince they 1 


uſed the ſame barbarous Superſtition, which had long prevailed 
among many Eaſtern Nations, from whom they were derived; © 3 
for Day ſignifies Macus. They were therefore too well ac- — . 
quainted with the cruel Superſtition of human Sacrifices, to be 
ſurpriſed at any Deed of that Sort. © The Albanians, according Ws 
«© to STRABO, dedicated to the Moon, or Ax ATIs, a gret 
« Number of Priefts with ample Revenues for their Mainte- 6. 
& nance, Many of theſe being inſpired, and filled with a holy ' 
“Fury, prophecied. But when any one of them was obſerved di 
to excel the reſt in theſe divine Agitations, and ſeparating ' 4 
« from his Companions, wandered alone in the Woods and De- 
« farts; HIM they ſeized, bound with a ſacred Chain, and with 
« preat Care fed and dreſſed ſumptuouſly, for the Space of a 
« wHOLE YEAR, at the End of which he was anoinTED and 
4e 8ACRIFICED. The Manner of ſacrificing was this: The Exe- 
&* cutioner, with a CONSECRATED KNIFE, PIERCED HIS SIDE,” _ 
4 — beg our Poet s Pardon therefore, if I think e „ 
' : 


(48), 
Have ſhewh him his inſulted Goprzav's Doo!“ 
Nor let vain Preference of our own touch'd Senſe, 

»T Our own clear ſurer Lights, our own ſafe Truſt, 
Degrading ancient Stubbornneſs of Faith, | 
Ofer-rate Attachment's Warmth, as now moſt ſtrong, 
What ow'd Allegiance,? What more firm Belief ? 326 
What haughtier Sureneſs more imprints the Soul, 

By modern new-caft F orms of Faith inſpir'd, 
'$ Than ſway'd the ſolemn Pagan's Breaſt of old, 
„ When bow'd before his Ipols? Ipors now, 330 

But then, vindictive Gods, that ſhook Mankind! 
| 4 Where are Fairn's Certainties?—ifTime's beſt Boaſty, 

my The Pow'r of Arts, Arms, Numbers, Learning—a1, 
Unite their ineffectual Aid, and prop 


1 


little miſtaken, when he repreſents the Dxurd as ſhock'd a 
human Sacrifice, ſince the Cuſtom of the Albanians was probs 
bly the very ſame which the DRuips praftifed in Gaul, with 
the ſame Rites of barbarous Superſtition. , But for this ſmal 
Miſtake of the Cusrou, he makes _ amends by the 
Strength and Beauty of his Drawing, 

(334.) Having now drawn his Argument to a Point again 
ImeLicit FaiTH, by tracing its Weakneſs through a vaſt Ex- 
tent and Duration, and through all its Supports of Arts, Arms, 
Numbers and T.earning, and finding that, with all theſe Aids, it 
totters, and is ready to fall with its own Weight, he indulges a 

little to a poetical Deſcription of its Rvin, as of a Fact certain, 
though, by the Images and Figures which he employs, he ſeems 
to think it a Fact which has often happened, and which wt 
often — 


a Hd awe Ac 


aa * 


tn vain the tott'ri 4 Fette 1—tumbling * 3 35 FM 3 


Like ſome vaſt Ball of gather'd Snow, the Growth © 
Of Winter's gloomy Reign, which ©, had crown'd | 
Thi aerial Summi t of the Alplne Ste 
It falls, and with collected Ruin ail „ ;4 
0 evo, all but Truth That ftill chin wb 

| And 


( 340-345. ) in al Syſtems of Superſtition there hank ever been 


mingled ſome Seeds of TruTH, which during the Growth and 
Prevalence of it, like Corn among Weeds, are loſt, and ſmo- 


thered ; but as that decays, theſe riſe and flouriſh, TruTH bes 
ing of a petmanent Nature, and ſuperſtition variable, when the 


former prevails; the Mind is inlightened with Knowledge, and 
the Heart warmed with Benevolence and natural Affection. This 
Light and Warmth melts away the Phantoms of Ro 


— Soon with Rexfor's Touch 
Diſſolved, FE Nights dim Shades in fun-gilt Day. 1. 202. 


— 


After this Diſſolution, ſoine Reformation uſually ſucceeds; in. 


which the Force of Truth being now ſeen, and ackiiowkh 
prevails at firſt, and thus Superſtition, by means of 
blended with it, becomes uſeful ; or according. to. our Port al 
legorical E | 
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The PROTEAN SNAKE, in Earth's warm lap Tas, "MF 
Glides i in a fruitful Stream to bleſs Mankind, *, 


The Story of PRoTEvUs is this: He was a King of Egypt; fas 
mous for the magic Art, or political Wiſdom,” according to the 
Genius of his Time and Country, He therefore underſtood well 
low to contrive and manage thoſe Turns and CHANGEs of Su- 


perſtition, Which are fignified in this Deſcription, Theſe Ts 
and — were all marked by the Greek, Philoſopher | ® | | 
D 2 


"gn "EM, 


F 
J. 


u ſhines tore pink, more ee n 5. 
ꝙhPpreads its eternal Ray—Th# hideous Mas 
Receives the Heav'n-fir'd Beam—with gradual Chills, in 
The Protean Snakè in Earth's warm Lap ao, 
_ ee! in n #fruithul Stream to bleſs Mankind. 
| nt We perious, politive Diſdain, 
* That 


* 


4 


re : who, dacueding 0 to Cicero, <a dias 5 
' CLINATfonss RERUM et MOMENTA Temrarum.” and in 8. 8. 
| ey are alſo called THE 81GNs OF THE T1MEs.” 
(346.) Having ſhewn the Weakneſs of Iz Ter Farrn, 
255 Superſtition, the Queſtion here hr, that Diſcovery is 
proper, and equally important: Why ſhould Men hate, 
& Vilify, and perſecute each other for Differ nce of Opinion, in 
ec Things, w , which have no Certainty, nor even Exiſtenee in 
IN Truth and NATuRs,” but only in the diſordered Imagination 
#3 . of thoſe, who (a3 our F Poet before noted I. 145.) „ pb 
1 Hag their own . 1poLIfeD WITH: 1 75 5 
hs And tle them Revetation?. . A 
Aud indeec according to our noble — e 
1 f viewing and reviewing, on all Sides, and in every 
E Nabe, our Fancies and Imaginations, and i 
eiſing them with a clear and free Mind, we can never be ſure of 
_ their: Turn, REALITY, or Fenrenaaur with NA Trunk. 
| may, perhaps, be MonsTERs;' and n 


4 or $AcreD Tnurns, which are kept thus 'choicely 
 & crated in ſome dark Corher of the Mind.” This folemn Con 


 ſecrativh of chimerical Notiont is the great Source of BSN. 
und elphglallys, when by ſuch WirI-Wonszarr, and blind Ido- 
aſſume, or impute to themſelves 114 


*r i "Deception working and fermenting with Va 
nnd Vice „ raiſes an exceſſive and unnatural PInB, or ſpirienal 
fog de. which, by rejecting and 1 COU ng 


* 


* 


„ 47 FL 55 E 
That fend back model Doubt, « ad damns Dikat * 


Where the For dun- tion of that holy Scans 


Wo. 4 


- Which | 


Goop⸗ Was 2 Gon-Huovi, renders them intolerable to VB 
each other, VIRTUE is hated and virtuous Men perſeeuted, c- 
cording as they differ, or are fuppoſed to differ, from certain "2 
Foxms of CRRE DS, or SYMBoLs of FArTH. This Hatred of © 
Virtue is ſtrangely contraſted; Men become vicious out of Spitez 
while Pride, growing with Vice, by Means of imputed Merit, 
prompts them to indulge, under all this Deception, a fond Horx "= 
of attaining Happineſs in a ©. +: LY ang 5 
a our Poet has pf expreſſed it, 1 


— — Aft ern Hev's in Serre oe 


Tal at ng Virtue and Vice weng their Diſtinction, they'i bel ir in Ig ;.- 
the lattet as moſt agreeable to NATURE, though it be indeed © © 2 
moſt cofitrity to NATURE; and to the LAws of Gbp, which 
have this authentic Property, that they execute themſelves- 


Hence it happens, that in this Purſuit of . 1 
Men always find heel Gps 


* — 5 —— 


* N 
— 


— ON" 18 Vane fs {1% of "3% | 
15 u NEVER OO but AP) To. BE BLEST,” . 3 A 


„ar e > ir inet 


would ceaſe 15 bee pe, if Supertion and Brey were IS. 1 1 
& That even with the Aid of Religion human Nature g rows daily. -. © -- 
« more corrupt: ſo hard it is in any State to find al lan, wha: 2 
6 lives NATURALLY, and like a Man.” BY | + ; 2" 
(356.) Our Poet here, as in ſome other . preſumes't 8 "8 
treat this ſerious Sudject with ſoine Strokes of Wir and Hv * =; pO. A 
ous, Nor can it be offenſive, it is hoped, to the graveſt, add -  - ** 
m folemn Rel nit to ſee 2 well- bred orthodox Mouſs in- i 
. from implicit Faith, and mere Reverences. ” "Sl 

1 touch chols miraculous Records, which may be deemed thbe bh 
1 N 1 old Eye-ſight Proof Nor can the Poet be - 
e 1 - "ou < 


(52). 


Which lifes the Bigot's Brow, to ſcow! Reproach ? 5 
To rage at Sedts, that hurl his Anger back, „ 330 
And hate him for his Hatred? Vain th' Attempt _ 

To wound the reachleſs Sky. the feather d Shaft 

| Returning ſtill falls downward. If nor Timm 
Nor Numbers, who ſuſtain'd th' atteſted Cauſe, 
Nor MizacLEs, reſerv'd in rev'rend Hoards, f 355, 
So awful that no ſacrilegious Mouſe * 
Daares ſatiate Hunger on the duſt-yeil'd Roll, 
| : But dies, to leave untouch'd che dry Record 
If Evidence thus ſacred fail-of Proof, 


Where? ? in what dark Receſs of Time' $ deep WELL, 36o 
"B48 : | 5 Shall 


1 to an again his An r in ad as 2 Sort of 
NES, one of the _NIBBLING RACE, when the Zeal of 8. 
- ANTHoNy is canoniſed, who thought it not below. the Dignity 
of his divine Leckionw convert the MuTE Race, Such, it 
| ſeems, is the Effect of that Fal rn, which conferred the Tide 
8 Saintſhip on him, who fulfilled the Command of preaching 
tit to vzar Exxxrunz. 
4 [ 360-6.) Amidſt all the various Mixtures of Superfvition, by 
Which Turn has been polluted, our Poet next inquires where it 
may be found pure and unpolluted. Theſe Verſes contain ſeveti 
S, or Alluſions to Paſſages in S. S. of a ſimilar Deſign ani 
eaning. IE R. ii. 13. c. JoHN vi. &c. and innumerable other 
Phaces which clearly demonſtrate that the Doctrine exhibited in 
thoſe ſacred Volumes was deſigned to overthrow Superſtition; 
2 that when we meet with Paſſages of a different or contra 
endency, we boldly pronounce them to be Corru 
And Additions of Fraud ih poſture, This juſt bees ao 
to be made by all who would not deceive themſelves or y a 
Non: 98 Point i is, to make 8. 8. conſiſtent with — 


** 


ws 


* * * 8 
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193). 


Shall Re, Aso, | Hot the pure ankitited Spring, 
Draw living Waters? In what ſacred Pool, 


All daub'd in wand'ring thro a dirty World, 
Shall th? Heav'n-deſcended Ax oꝝI, ſpotleſs Tarn, 


Waſh her polluted Robes, and naked ſeen ss 
In native Beauty make the Day more glad? os TAs 4 
Wat if we ſeek her in Man's moral Walks? 9 
Judge her by Life's try'd Practice? what more juſt | 3 
Than to conclude the Saint's uncenſur d Deeds 1 
Lend Sanction to his Doctrine: ? Here, it ſeems, 3760 7 
TRUTH loves to chyſe her TESsr. * hers again _ _ : 
We wander i into new Defect of Hes, Sat TH = 
That Lets too much, or Nocking-” Cou d le n 15 MY 
with Truth -iFit be inconſiftent with u tl the Aurhoticg'ls m 
void; if with Truth, inſtead of a RuLs of Fa1THpure,certain, I. = 
| correſpondent with Naroze, it exhibits that Scens of cngoric ”' . yo 3 
Diſcord noted before at 1. 179-193 ; and again l. 430439. 4 
(368.) And here it ſhould' ſeem probable, that they, who. 
LIVE WELL BELIEVE WELL, and that A in Praftice is 
a Mark of TzuTH in Opinion. "x 
| (373.) Yet this Proof, in Fact, is infellicent, Ne es pe 
Reality | TruTH and VIRrVux coincide, and ur fit, or 280 4 
tally with each other, yet they arę not the ſame, | Trut is the 2 
| Conformity of our Perceptions, Ideas and Notions with NAruak: 4; . 7 
Virtue is the Conformity of our Affections with NaTVRE. Theic 1 
Difference therefore ariſes from the different Powers, or Fa- 
_ Culties, from which they are derived. The Sources of the Jo 7 = 
mer are in the Underſtanding, of the latter i in the WILL. The, | #8 
Underſtanding" is improved two Ways; by Nature ,and » 
dy ART; The firſt proceeds by Experience and n : 
. - * N "Ao by a' * „ the one 


4 


. 


(56). 


Infer falſe FAITH, — 1 tand ev*n Chriſtian Zeal! 
Where Av'rice and Revenge, and Pride s big Bloat, 375 


T aught, , 


by Inſtruction and Diſcipline. In both theſe Ways, when the © 
Proeeſs is regular, and according to NATURE, the Mind, either 
by this ſingle, or united Influence, acquires TRurEH; and the 
- Aﬀections, following the ſame Order, correſpond, or harmonize; 


with NaTuke, and become virtuous and right. In this Caſe 


therefore the Proofs of Truth and Virtue are reciprocal ; true 
[> re would infer yirtuous Action, and virtuous Action would 
prove true Opinion. In this Proceſs NA run ſeldom deviates z 
but Diſcipline and Inſtruction often counteract NATURE, accord: 
ing to that Maxim of antient PH1LosoPHY : xa 6 p dd 
r Myu0i T& KAK A! OTEIKA & 7a ATAOA®, When this happen 
either through Miſtake or Deſign, the Opinions derived from it 


by become falſe, or fantaſtical, and the Affections, following the ſame 
* Directions, become unnatural and vicious ; and this always happen: 


in ſome Degree proportionable to th Prevalence of Superſtition, 
on which ſuch Diſcipline and Inſtruction is founded. Neverthe | 
- Jeſs, as Superſtition allows, licences, or indulges Truth and Virtue 
within certain Bounds, or limits, ſo far as the GRANT extends, 
| ey mutually prove each other, but no farther. Beyond the Limit 
of the GRanr, TxuTH and VikTve become negative Terms 
| or Signs, which deſtroy themſelves. Thus, if Opinion or 

AITH be contrary to the Religious GRanT, or Licence, 
Vm rug immediately changes, and becomes Vice, while V1cs 


55 x aſſumes the NAM and PRATSsE of VIR ru in the orthodox 


© Believer, whoſe FaiTH is faſhion'd RITELY, and according 
to the GRanT or Licsncs: This however is ALL, Which 
- Superſtition or artificial Religion can effect by this Magical 


| Nan It can only change the Nau! a as Tang 1 


* Hinnocns, 


"Mt 
10S. 


Taught Guilt sblood- e e wy 
Whence Rapine, Murders, Treach fies, "Oy ries riſe, = 
_Laks 
Via, and Vics ſtill Axk, As THEY ARE; the Laws of 
Gop execute themſelves notwithſtanding : Tho? the Impoſition 
of a falſe Title has been employed to procure a general Condem- 
nation, while Mankind are doom'd to ſuffer Death as the puniſh- 
ment of a voluntary Crime, which i is only a nee Capgition +, 
of their Exiſtence. 13 A 
FALS0 DAMNATI CRIMINE Mons. _— 3 
The illuſtrious Mr, FexxzLon, Archbiſhop and Duxs of |, 
CamBRAY, + equally famous for Learning, Fine Taſte, and 
Virtue, ſays, There are properly ſpeaking but Two ArTI- 
« CLEs of Religion, THE LOVE or Gop, AND OBEDIENCE + 
« To THE CHURCH.” But JesUs CHRIS, without mentioning . Ec” Ut 
the CHURCH, had before recognis'd only Two ARTICLES of N Be. 
Religion; * TE Lovs of Gop, and THE, LOVE. or Max.“ 4 2.9908 
In this FAITH the Agreement with Turn and Na rung i „ 1 4 
perfect; in the other Repugnance, and ev'n Contrarigty are AY 
poſſible, The Law or Gon, or NArunx obliges us to ſee, ' © 
and own a Difference between BLACK and WHITE BITTER 
and sweeT, Vice and VigTUE: But when the Chuck P. 
commands, every Believer who is initiated, inliſted, and inrolbd, e 
is obliged to ſee and own that BLACK is WHITE, that BITTER +4. 
is 8WEET, and that Vice is VikTus. For thus the Religious 5M 
Accountant calculates, according to. his artificial Metal of of 1 
Notation: „ Mors TRUTH and VIx rug added to 126 
« FAiTH, the Sum is LEss MERIT or WICKEDNEss 3 ed | 
6c Les TRUTH and VIRTUE added to mor F AITH, the um 
«& is MoRE MERIT or RIGHTEOUSNEss.” And thus the Net- ne 
lowers of ſuch artificial Religion often find themſelyes obliged to 
HATE Man, whom they HAVE: ut, under Pretence of n, 


+ F< kis Lie by Rama, pe 30. „ 


"i 
* 


Like Taints effluvient from infectious Feng, | 
| e in their * unaton d . 
7 j | 
* ING AE whom they HAVE NOT SEEN, and according to thi 
. Method, whom they never can sxs. But this is the com- 
. mon and ev'n neceſſary Effect of Cnhuxch DisciPLing and 
IMPLICIT FAITH, or BLIND OBEDIENCE, when they counter- 
act NaTuRE and the Law of GOD! Nevertheleſs, the | 
5. goon Archbiſhop, in the midſt of contrary. and oppoſite At- 
tractions, always preſerved the InTEGRITY and ſpecific Iptn- il 
= ..\;. TITY of TRUE MANHoop, by exerciſing univerſal Lovx and 
BENEVOLENCE to ALL Men, and kept his Fal TR, Loyalty Ml 
f and ALLEGIANCE to GOD entire, tho' fworn to ANOTHER 
"7 MAsTER. Thus it appears the good Man's Deed doth not 
5M A always, and neceſfarily prove the Truth of his Belief ; ſince, 
24 wes it extends beyond the Limits allow'd, that Connexion is 
1 * 258 broken, and the Deed 22 cogniſable only in the Court of 
„Corscikxcx, and accord in to the Law of NaTuRE, in which 
TxuTH and Vik ron Aly coincide. "Theſe ſingular 5 
pearances, and Characters of the Exceſs, or Superiority of 
Goopyess above Tauern, are noted by a noble Writer *, who 
obſerves, that © Goopwsss many times delights the Soul, in 
5e ſpite of Taurn, and fo proves a TRANSCENDENT above 
E jt,” or as Pxoci us: 20 var  ATAQON KPEITTON n 1 
AAHOHAL. 
Baut this Tranſcendence of Goodnels 1 rare; the con 
Effect is much more common. In great Souls the Native Force, 
or IxsriIxcr of Goodneſs is ſo predominant, that ev'n in the 
. moſt unfavourable Circumſtances, and under the Influence of the 
Waorſt Inſtitutions, it operates and prevails againſt all oppoſition. ; 
2 this Caſe, it is che Effect of a great Genius only, that Good 
_- ſeems to operate IN SPITE of TRUTH ; while other, Lak 


iD Dior Letters to Sir K. Dior. 


- 


(m) 


Cal death-bed Sanctity abſolues Remorſe 1 
By ſcar d Conformity to Farirn's dull Modes, N * 


The Mock 'ries of Belief, and Rotes of Pray r. | 
| 5 OE Huſh | # 
4 1 a 4 CK 


the ſame Influence of Superſtition areMALEVOLENT in Serre of 
TRUTH, This contrary Effect of the ſame Cauſe deſerves. Ex- 
planation, as the Cox Tx AST is conſpicuous, and exhibits. a 
moral Picture with the deepeſt Shades and ſtrongeſt Expreſſion, | 
It has been ſaid above, that the Effect of Superſtition in cor- 
rupting the MoRAL SEnsE and NATURAL Affection, is Ng- 
CESSARY, This is certainly ſo, when the Syſtem of Superſtition, Y 
as there ſuppoſed, is received with IMPLIciT FaiTH. 'But'in © 
the Good Man, who alone can be properly called the truly 1 6 
GREAT, or Haypy Genius, this. Oppoſition between TRUTY + * 4 
and VIRTUE, and the Tranſcgndency, or Superiority. of he 
latter above' the former, is Appatent only, not Real. He ſoars 
above the Clouds of Superſtition, which do not hinder him fm 
moving, but only. conceal his Motives. He overlooks the dim ĩ ũ8 
Proſpects of IuPLIc1T FAITH; to him thoſe Minuteneſſes va. 
niſh, and become inviſible Points: He believes, and ſees," andy >” "2M 
feels as Things are, truly, and according to NATURE :. He is " 
benevolent from Inftint, TAs TE, or Temper, improv d, and 1 5 
matur d by Reaſon and Experience. He knows that Turn 
only can make us FREE; and tho' perhaps he doth not 1 
always ſpeak, yet he always thinks and acts FRREEIV. Thus 
far, but no farther, a wiſe and good Man may ſubmit to the 
Tyranny of Superſtition. On the other hand, the yery Capacity n 
of perceiving Truth excites Malevolence and hatred in a bad by 
Temper, againſt thoſe eſpecially, who think and ſpeak, and nt 4248 
FaxztLy, This Freedom is not applicable to Vice, or Licenti- 9793 
ouſneſs; which is indeęd real Slavery; ; as it gives the Temper a2 99 
Biaſs contrary to NATURE. It is a Freedom from' the Bondage „ W* 
of Superſtition; which Bondage coincides with Vice. For as * 
1 
* 


Vice conſiſts in a ſort of a Serpentine Kor, or Interty 
TY Na wrong OY and wrong Action, aich 
| 1 E 


* > i 
27 , \ 5 Le” = * 


(8) 


Haſh ! che ill Silence! the dead Night of Fairy) 
Thick Darkneſs, | in whoſe gloomy Shade involv'd, 
Virtue 


run into each other; ſo this Knot in moſt Caſes is tied, and 
in all drawn faſter, and cloſer, by the Force of Superſtition 
The Freedom therefore, which is derived from "Truth, i is 40 
harmonious Correſpondence, or e with NATugs 
the all the Powers or Faculties of the Mind; which accord, 
Ing to a certain Growth, or progreſſive Improvement of RE AB0n, 
being review'd, and recognis'd, become the Sources of right 
Opinions, of natural Aſſections, and of reaſonable Action, 
This produces a perfect Conſiſtency, and Agreement in the 
Mind, when the Imagination, the Will, and the Judgment a& 
in Concord and Harmony with each other; from which Con- 
card arifes that Peace, Security and Acquieſcence in the Order 
of Providence,, which is both the Effect and Reward of VIx Tb 
and js a State of perfect FxeEDom. This is the Summit, or 
Higheſt Point of human Perfection and Happineſs ; and muf 
| neceſſarily, as we ſee in fact it doth, produce Envy and Hatred 
in thoſe, who at the ſame time ſee it attain'd by others, and 
feel their own Inability of attaining it. Now tho' all Men, 5 
Poor as well as the Rich, the Ignorant and the Wiſe, have 
Abllity of, attaining it, and do indeed naturally tend to thi 
\P oint, yet that Tendency is perverted, in ſome by the Predo- 
; rt Paſſion, and in all by the Prevalence: 
of Superſtition, which gives Force and Malignity to every 
_ * Paſſion, When a, Man is thus trammel'd, he is compel[ 
to draw. He frets; he rages; z yet deſerves to be pitied, en 
when moſt outrageous. And he wou'd well deſerve it, if that 
| Rage only hurt 7 and if it were not oſten directed againſt 
te Innocent and Virtuous. Then what Diſguiſements | What 
| Struggles! What Diſtortions ! to conceal his Pain; to diſſemble 
Truth; to recommend Falſhood ? Genius, Knowledge, Lei- 
ing, if they are not ſtrong enough to counteract the Venom, 
| e render it more Powerful and Malignant. If a, ga s 


irtue and Vice lie cancell'd ; Nin $ Face 385 
One univerſal Blot The muddy Stream. By 


| 4 


he Poiſon, not of Aſps, but of the mad Dog © is under his 
Lips.“ He inaps and bites at all he meets. He is reduced at 
aſt to the loweſt and moſt abject State of Slavery; tc ihe 
ruth, which he dares not own, and to commend Vietue, 
hich he cannot practice. He therefore hates F AEB-THIbN INH ; : 
becauſe © it belongs to a FREE MAN only to ſpeak TRuT H.“ 
EAETOEPOT vag anipog 7 AAHE never. MENANDER. . 


6373.) Thus the Proof of Truth from Virtue is: ſufficient. 
But if the Argument. be converted, and Falſe FaiTH bo inferr d 


from vicious Action, here it ſeems to prove too much; fince it, 
proves the falſhood ev'n of the moſt orthodox Chriſtian 2 hu 
It muſt be own'd however that this Exceſs of Proof is onl 
apparent, and in this particular Caſe ; for all Vice is owing to falſe 
Opinion, either implicit, or explicit, n to unnatural Affection, 
or Paſſion, derived from falſe Opinion. Our Poet uſes 4 
Argument ad Hominem; and the Chriſtians, here characteris . 
are not REAL, but only NOMINAL. 

(376.) This alſo may be illuſtrated with an Example. 10 The | 
* FATHERS” (as they are called) © are ſaid ſofſietimes to have 
* mention'd the Earthquake which defeated the Attempt of 
* JULIAN in rebuilding the Temple at Feruſalem, only to ſup- 
te port ſome favourite Point of Doctrine. So AMBROSE# it 
* ſeems, urged this Miracle to THeoDosIUs, to confirm the 
important Doctrine of Perſecution.” - It was well (ſays a 
certain great CHAMPION of ImpLicir Fair, from whom 
this Account is taken;) it was: WELL THis MIRACLE was 
* performed by GOD, to no HoNoUg to HIMSELF.” 
for if it had, been Serfarmed to do Honouk to the Biſhops 


one of them 
Synagogue, © Fact was juſtified by AMBROSE, 
Us, 


% "TY ol wi Miracle, with 2 ele HivT to TungSoios | 


14H I - 
. 5 * s . 5 * 


* 


of the Cavact,. they ſeem not to have deſerved it 3 fines — * 
his Flock, (poor Lambs !) r e 


(6 ) 


Reflects no Flow'r; no chearful Verdure files x 
e 
O'er the gay Mead—Ev'n Pride reluctant falls 


4 


pb 0 o REMEMBER THE Fark or JuLian.” Now what may 
„ be ſuppos'd to be the Cauſe of the good FA THER'Ss Zeal | 
Why, Complaint being made to 'T'xEoposIvus, that the 
Chriſtians, by Inftigation of their Biſhop, had burnt a Fewih 
| Synagogue, the Emperor punifhed their outrageous Violence, 
ny and decreed the Prelate to rebuild the CHuRcu or Temes, 
8 at his own ExPENCE. This mild Decree may ſeem, per- « 
= haps partiality to the Biſhop, rather than Juſtice to the Injurd: 1 
" Vet the good Biſhop, (it ſeems) was offended. ; the good il a 
Fark too was offended; ALL PRIESTS are offended; and, a 
3s jf it was a mere Train of Gunpowder, the Reſentment t 
catches from one End of the Hitxarcny to the other. Nay þ 
1 ev'n our CHAuriox himſelf, Friend as he is of TRUTH and 
Lis zx TV; ſeems offended : For (ſays he) © THE IMPIBTY 
& OF THIS SENTENCE OFFENDED AMBROSE.” But the 


9 


ſame accurate Writer fays alſo, that TRHZODosfus by thi 


2 Decree « suProRTIZD THE NATURAL RicnTs of Max- 
- © KIND.” Howlthen cou'd the Dgcaxx be Impiovs ? But the 
3 learned Writer's Argument is wonderfully contraſted for JULIAX 
„ (be fays) vioLATED thoſe ſame NATURAL RIGHTS with 


. Iariz rr, which THEODOSIUs with IM IE TY SUPPORTLD, 
hs The latter is Impious becauſe he puniſh'd the moſt outyagegus 
, Violation of NATURAL RroHñr; and the former, becauſe de 
"4, puniſh'd-no-religious SecT, but tolerated both CHRISTIAN and | 
+.» Jew; whom he exhorted to exerciſe' their Religion peaceabl,ſl 


and only hinder'd them from perſecuting each other. But this 
Ioleration, it ſeems, was a Violation of theſe 2 NATURAL, Rio 's 
: which are ſupported by Toleration ; or in plain Word, 
| IX? ERATION was INTOLER ATION. To all the free. 
erciſe of a Religion inſtituted by GOD himſel (as this Wit 
may be ſuppoſed to believe) was Perſecution; and to Lay 
* of which the very Form, and Model, as yell 2s” 


« and has often 
« place their 


original SERPE 


(6610 
Back on itſelf, and like the Vipers Brood, 
e ſelf-conſum'd, leaves Hear n unfill'd 390 


Er vuLTus NIMIUM LUBRICUS Auer 


With 


Worlbip, 1 was appointed by G OD, and intended, and declar'd 
by that Appointment to laſt for EVER, was 1MPtous R- 
BELLION againſt the sau GOD, who alſo became his 
owN $ON in order not to deſtroy, but to fulfill his own WILL. 
« But (he adds very juftly) it has always been the Trick, 
prov'd the FoLLyr, of INTOLzR ANTS to 
ſerable Principles on ſuch Foyndations, as are 
« found moſt of all to diſcredit it.” Whether this learned Tyzo- 
LoGisy be a ToLzRANT, or INTOLERANT, doth not plainly 
appear, while under the Magic of his wonder-working Art, 
and with -a ſort of - wanton Protervity, he thus changes and 
transforms at Pleaſure the Facz of Nurunz, as well as 


Meantime we may be allow'd, peradventure, to gueſs ſome 4 
ſerable Principle lies obſcurely lurking between thoſe two Ex- 
tremes of Tolerance and Intolerance, of Chriſtian CHARIT r, 
and Prieſtly BicoTry. Is it DULLNzss, or SOPHISTRY, Or 
FREE=-THINKING? The ingenious Gentleman, it is preſumed, will 
chooſe the ſecond ; for he loves WIr it ſeems, yet hates FxRRE- 
THINKING. And thus hay ing ox cx reduced this PRoTEvs to his 
INEFoRM, he may now employ himſelf accorl- 
ing to his Kind, in licking the Duſt of old Tombs and conſe- 
crated Bones, and in feeding on the Reliques of ſepulchral Su- 
perſtition. (See a Book intitled JULIAN, p. 65, 99, &c.) | 
Jul lAx, a Heathen Emperor, HENRY IV. of France, 2 WI”, + 
Chriſtian King, with many others of greateſt Name and Dignity, 15 
among whom a German Emperon (who was poiſoned in receiv- 
ing the Sacrament) have —4 ſuppoſed to have fallen a Sacrifice 
to CHURCH SPITE, And in a neighbouring Nation, when 


0 the Parliament of Pants attempted to reſtrain the BI- 
a ora 7225 


— 225 * 


3 
* 


cory of the _NEFME and the King was calories" to TY 
the Attempt, the eccleſiaſtical Champions bid him REMEMEEI 


HENRY IV. and in this they rcligiouſly imitated the Modeſh 
L the Charity, and the Piety of Au RROSE. 

Wc (383-4) We have ſeen above (Note l. 360.) that one Effe 
1 of IMPLICIT FAiTH and Superſtition, is to change VIx ru 
into Vice, and in the laſt Note, we have ſeen an Example of it 
This indeed, in our own Country, and at this Time, may ſeem 
ſtrange; but once there was a Time when this Effect was mare 
_—_ common, and almoſt univerſal. That Time our Pope calls, 


When evin the moſt active Pune became ſilent, Men were 
1 then in general too liſtleſs to affect ev'n SA1NTsH1P, while the 
ſeew who indulged that Vanity were diſappointed, And as that 
| is the Meridian of TrxuTa and VIR rug; in which _— 
fd the Height of human Felicity; 


The onuy Polxr where HUMAN BL1ss STANDS 57111, 


= 80 this was the oppoſite Point, or Mipnrehr of Error and 
W. Vice, andconſequently, of Miſery and Wretchedneſs. And here 
,— one is tempted to wiſh that in this long Night BreoTry had « 
fliept for ever. But it always riſes again at the Dawn of TRUTH, 6 
3 while as this advances, Envy and SPITE attend its Progreſs, and 
| Zeal and Perſecution kindle their Flames at the LICHT d 
Heaven. It is either in the Moonlight of Superſtition, orin 
the Dawn-of Knowledge, when theſe monſtrous Fonte: ppeat 
moſt terrible, Then it is, that jealous of the Growth of RE 
SON, and prevalence of — 5 Managers of Su perſtition; 
under Pretence of reſtraining H , Infidelity and Adel, 
| would willingly reſtrain alſo al F REE — Trover . Wich ” 


(6) 


If but one | Spark & Vid run or Falk TruTH, 


Struggling breaks thro? th incumbent Shade, awak d a 
From inexiſtent Slumber ſtarts up ſoon | 39s 
4 | "ln. » * 3 25 7 | 1 1 a _Ibs 3 we 


this 3 their Diſcipline i is nies to chat early Aj and 
weak State of human NaTvuRE, which is incapable of 


and Judgment, . Here they lay the F oundation of rz | * 
Farrn; here they lay their Leaven, their Poiſon, the vermi- 8 4 


ular Fee, which grows with Nature, and Jike a worm in the 
Bud, conſumes or corrupts the future Fruit; while even Iv Ars 


reliſted and ſworn by Prox CREED, and marked with an 
Inviſible Sto, without which they are deemed unqualified for 
* Duties, and incapable of Happineſs. So alſo the pureſt 1 
1. fincere Virtue, without a Licence, or TIicx Efron 
ieſt, is excommunicated from the Favour. of GOD and 9 
Man, while Vice, it ſeems, with that e is duly quali», 
ied to receive both, $. 
There ha pened, aid, a great — between the Slee 5: WW” 
rated Mr. 9 and Dr. ATTERBUY, Dean of #; o/iminſter | „ 
nd Biſhop of Rocheſter. They were walking 1 in the . 8 


\bby, when an Occaſion offered "we n the 1 
erſes, ex tempore. : | 


* 


72 


“ As the Verger came e up to the Biſhop he aid, 2 2 1 
“ The Goſſips are ready, the Cuſhions are laid: 3 3 
« What ! without my Conſent, quoth the Biſhop, dame, 144 
Go; ſhut up the Font: LeT THE INFANT BE DAN D. * 


Poet, we ſee, very freely, and very juſtly ridicules a Doc- 
ine, prieſtly indeed, but not Chriſtian, and equally cRUEL 


d.CHIMERICAL, This illuſtrious Prelate, it ſeems, was a I 4 
Kaif: in this Doctrine, IE not in VigTus;' * be could ne? 


2 Sce his german on 1 Cokixr k. iv, 19. and the Preface; De. 
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The MoxsTzEr huge, aſſuming horrid Fornis- * 
Of Perſecution maſk'd with pious Zeal: 1 
15 Nu 


bear a jeſt on ſo ſerious a Subject as Damnation: which, if ſuch 
Wit was allowed, would be denounced only againſt the Viciow, 
not againſt the Innocent and Virtuous. This would neither 
be agreeable to the Will, nor favourable to the Authority of 
thoſe, who, for the Good of Mankind, aſſume. the Power y 
damn or ſave. So the Biſhop's Reſentment was everlaſting; 
and well it might, for the Ridicule here has all the Edge d 
we Wir, and all the Weight of TRurk, which no Mortal cu 
bear, who, like the Biſhop; has WIr without Taurn, an 
nothing but the Armour of Superſtition to defend him: though 
this, it muſt be owned, may ſometimes ſave the Champion fron 
being hit, as, in Homer, the HERO was _ by the Mg 

| poſition of a Cloud r. . 
Another Way, in which Supetſtitiori ſalſifies the Laws Vl 
GOD, and aſſumes the Power of Damggtion, or (which is th 
" fame) of Excommunication, is in the Ce of Fox vic Ai. 
Here in the Interptetation of 4 Word, it often happens that th 
Law of NATUzxz, or Commandment of GOD is turned into 
CRIME. Now the Law of NATURE, reſpeCting the Unton« 
the Sexes in human Kind, is plainly this, That they be m 
tually faithful to each other. This in the papal Scheme of Re 
ligion is called a SACRAMENT ; and it is truly fo called: bent 
a Covenant or Oath of mutual Allegiance or Fidelity, of wild 
- GOD above and Conſcience can be Witneſſes. The Force or Oh. 
© ligation of this Covenant is founded in the Conſtitution of the hv 
man Mind, which being endued with great Senſibility with regar 
to the Cauſes, or Motives of Love, and Eſteem, is rendered capa 
ble of greater Degrees of Pleaſure or Pain, of Happineſs or Mi 
ſery, on this Account, than perhaps any other. This Senf 
is always ſeen more pure and ſimple, and therefore more delicalt 
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Then toe the good Man's Deed avails-to prove | 
SuſpeArgd F AITH, but preſuppos d Belief, 8 | 


= Unequal 


and refined, in Proportion as following Na TURE backward. . 
view Man in his original State, before he was corrupted 
tificial Inſtitutions, and arbitrary Reſtraints, This original 


gen- 


ſibility is wonderfully expreſs'd in ML row. This is ons of 


thoſe univerſal Beauties i in that divine Poet, which being founded 


in NATURE, not in CHMAAA would deſerve and gain the 


unanimous Admiration of Mankind, * It is obſeryable (ſays 
« Mr. VoLTAIRE) that in all other Poems Love is repreſented 
« ag a Vier, in MILTON only it is a Virtue, The Pictures he 
« draws of · it are naked; as the Perſons of whom. he ſpeaks and 


« az venerable.” He removes with a chaſt Hand the Veil, br” 
« which Covers every where elſe the Enjoyments of that Paſſion” 


« There is Softneſs, Tenderneſs, ahd Warmth, without Laſci- 
« yiouſneſs, The Poet tranſports us into that State of Innocence 
« and Happineſs, in which ADAM and Eve continued for a ſhort 


« Time z he ſoars not above human, but above corrupt Nature 


'« and as there is no Inſtance of ſuch Love, there is none of ſuch 


Poetry.“ Such is the Deſcription of a Paſſion, which is the 
Origin of Society; and if there be indeed few who ate capable 
of congeiving or expreſſing it in its original Purity and Simplicity, 
it is becauſe they draw not ſrom the ountain, * from certain 
Reſervoirs, which become ſtagriant god impure. with the Mud 
and Filth" of Superſtition, The Ivianeg both Eaſtern and 
Weſtern, were remarkable for their onjug al Fidelity, before 


they wert corrupted-by their Intercourſe with the Europeans ; ſo _ 


that it appears to be a naturul Inſtinct implanted in Man by che 

Deity as the Source of ſocial O Such then is the Law of © 
Naruns concer rning the Union of the Lexes, ſo clearly, io 
ſtrongly, and fo univerſally 'felt, that it may ſeem not only ab- 
ſurd, but even impious in any Order of Men to aſſume an Autho- 
rity to grant Hh a. that, 1 1 Sent in irſelf the 
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Uneqtal Subſtitute, maſt prove the Deed, 
Then Excommunication's reachful Hand, 


NY 
og 


Force of a natural or divine Law and Obligation. It is abſurd 
to e Leave or Licence is neceſſary to perform or fulfill a per- 
ſet ight, and Duty ; and it is impious to ſuppoſe a Power of 
Prohibition exiſts againſt a Duty, which if prohibited, Mankind 
could not exiſt. But where there is a Power to permit, there is 
x power allo. to prohibit ; neither of which can be properly ap- 
. plied in Duties, but only in Things indifferent, or criminal. 
NATURE in this Caſe is the only Security; and it ariſes from 
falſe Policy, and the buſy Interpoſition of Priefts, who are al. 
ways crofling the Purpoſes of NATURE, and PROVIDENCE; that 
af all Parts of the World, the European Nations are the moſt diſ- 
ſolute and incontinent; nnd from this particular Corruption, 
which now is become general, ariſes many other Corruptions. 
The very Name of MaTRmony includes all the Relations of 
FATHER, and Mo'THER, of HusBanD and Wire, of CI- 
'DREN, of BROTHER, and SISTER ; and of all the familiar CHA- 
RITIES, and ſocial Friendſhips, which ariſe from cuſtomary Ne- 
ceflitude, "This is the firſt Link in that Chain'® which holds to- 
gether civil Society, which if it be broken by Incontinence and 
Infidelity, the whole Chain, which is compoſed of many ſuch 
Links, is in Fact broken too. There can be no civil or public 
Union, where, there is no private, familiar, or matrimonial 
Union. All other Laws 4 are uſeleſs, and ineffectual. But 
MaTRIMONY is not an external or artificial Fon, but à NA 
TURAL or ſubſtantial Fox ai. NATURE itfelf, or the LAw ®* 
GOD, bounds, or determines it. Where there i is a MOTHER, 
theres always MaTrinony ; unleſs. by human Artifice the 2 
- tural Connexion be broken: and if we take the bains to rung 
' 1, » * vp 

* prima Sia, in ipſo eſt Gonjugio.: 14 autem ſt ru # 4 
pium Urbis, & quaſi Seminarum Reipub,, Cic. „ was” 
ET Quad LiGss SINE 2 7 0. 51 
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* It is 


( 6 ): 


Like mad MzDxa's unrelenting Rage, 
With Amputations ſtrows the Road to GOD 


Excludes 


together in Order, the Ideas and Sentiments, which ariſe on this 
Subje, the true Eſſence, or Definition of MaTrIMony may 
be thus expreſſed: « It is the Union, or Communion of ons 
« MAN with on WoMAN, ariſing from natural aﬀection, 
« certified and eſtabliſhed by free Conſent, confirmed by ,Tye, 
« and ſanctified by mutual F idelity, for ſocial Happineſs.” The 
Prieſt therefore, who excommunicates, or damns a Perſon, who 
fulfills this Duty, without his Lzave, denoutices Damnation 
acainſt a Virtue, the ſimpleſt, the pureſt, and moſt perfect, in- 


rely conformable to the Law of GOD, and to the Order and. 


Welfare of civil Society. The Preſumption, fo ſtrongly mark d, ** 


according to his Manner, by the tragic Poet, 1 in i the Caſe of poor 


O IId, * | here much aggravated : 


— hoe Ab Farh 3 ©. , 
And | "a her pure and Wale Fleſh 


May V. lets ſpring ! I tell thee, churliſh Prieſt, 
A min'ftring ANGEL ſhall my Sts TRR be, 


When thou lieſt howling... -  , SHAKESPE an. 
Dn the other hand the Form or EssKNc E of FoRvICAT TON f bs. - 


this: © Tt is the promiſcuous Commixture of many Men with 
© one Woman, without natural Affection, F e Fidelity, 

© and without regard to the Care of Children, or of ſocial Hap- 
neſs,” F ornication therore can rarely b committed by 


ither merely brutal, or, as the Word denbtes, “ gainful ; It dif- 


fers from a Rape, becauſe the ere "Conſent, the other 


oree.” | dps alſo from Adultery, becauſe che one ſuppoſes a 


4 Y 
> wr D T 
+ * 


me Man and one Woman only; ſince it upper Proſtitution 


der bon, ths: Greek Word moprevu* the Force of = 
hich will be af &ecſtood from the following Obleryations. |, | 


. © . Breach a 


(68) 


Excludes the new-born InranT's unwasHn'd Smile, 
And damns unlicens'd VIx uE Ev'x ix Heav'n ! 405 
Since 


Breach of conjugal F idelity, the other not it 18 ariſes from 
pure Affection, nor produces it; and therefore is neither con- 
formable to NATURE, nor to ſocial or civil Happineſs. Mere 
Luſt is brutal; and in a Creature ſo conſtituted as Man, while 
in a natural State he remained untaught, and uncorrupted, never 
did, and never could operate, without a Mixture of other Af 
ſections, which purify and refine it. Since then the Nature of 
Mlan, and of civil Society in particular, ſeem to direct and to re- 
* quire a Purity and Integrity of Manners, in Oppoſition to In- 
cContinence, and Proſtitution, how comes it to paſs that ſb general 
hy * Corruption ſhould prevail, which in ſact cuts off many of the 
natural Sources of human Happineſs both private and publics 
The Anſwer to this Queſtion is not, perhaps, very obviow, 
It muſt be owned however that the Corruption, here noted, is 
confined to the European Provinces, where indeed it ſeems ge. 
neral ; unleſs it be extended alſo to thoſe Regions, which have 
reckived the Infection from the Influence of *Europtan M 
which Now indeed is almoſt every where. The other Parts d 
the Globe remain free from this Corruption. *e of 
The European Climates have in all Ages bred a. Race of 
more hardy and bold, more inquiſitive and 
Genius more various and verſatile, chan the oth: 
Globe. As their natural Diſpoſition wou'd render them mon 
ſenſible of Wants, ſo alſo more capable of contriving Ways v 
gratify them. Moreover a certain Inequality is obſerved 2 the 
Number of Births, in Which the Males exceed the Fog ma 
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(69 ) 
Since then bad Lite muſt leave no Stain on F AITH; 
Neither Life's Purity refines coarſe Cazeps, | 


Nor 


Riſe to the Cuſtom of Polygamy, which always did, and doth 
yet to this Day prevail in the Eaſtern Countries. This reci- 

procal Inequality gave riſe alſo to a moſt remarkable Difference 
n the Europeans, and Eaſtern A/iatic Sages, Philoſophers, 
or Legiſlators, in their Moral, Religious, or Mythological In- 
ſtitutions, Deſcriptions, and Repreſentations. For in one Part 
the Females being too ſoft, and diſſolute, and in the other the 
Males too fierce, and rough, hence it happened that, There, 
the Origin of the EvIL was derived from WouAx, while 
Here, every GRack and every VIx rug was repreſented in... 7 
a Female Form, and receiv'd a feminine Appellation. This: 5 2 _ 
Obſervation might be extended much farther ; but this may ſeem- * © 
ſufficient to make us remember that Manners and Cuſtoms have 
often a deep Foundation in Nature, arid that it belongs to Philo- 
ſophers and Legiflators to obſerve that Foundation, when they 
attempt to deſcribe or regulate the Order, the Connexiony and 
the Conſequences of: human Actions. 

Let us now return'to the Queſtion. The Exceſs of M ales, 
co-operating with their bold and adventrous Spirit, at-firſt wou'd | 
produce Rapes, but never Fornication, till the cuſtomary Neceſli- 
tudes of Neighbe rhood, and mutual Intercourſe of Friendſhips 
rendering odious by Degrees ſuch Violation of natural Right 
and Freedom of 8 as the frequent Quarrels and Slaughter 
- thoſe who defended, and of thoſe who reveng'd that Violation, 

ou'd render it dangerous; they were taught at laſt, or rather 
compels by neceſſity to relieve. their Wants among Strangers. + 
Thus Traffick begun, and Commerce with Foreigners; and the * 8 
firſt Traffick was made with female Slaves, who were either 3 
bought,” or ftolen, or forc'd away from their native Country, * 
expoſed to ſuſe iin a ſtrange Land, where they again proſtituted 1 
themſelves for hire, to ſupply the Want of Females. F * Wis: © cc 
28 N and  mecenary Proftitution, the Name of 


E 3 E 


| our own Falilt, if, in the ſame gradual-Progreſſion,,. Knowledge 


* 
; SA,” » 


general Corruption, have {hitherto retarded the 


a Knowledge and Virtue; while the former hath been 


not what monſtrous, and unnatural Form, or pret 


(57⁵ 
Nor can the good Man's Virtue church his Claim. 
Kang pile then the * of Heav'n | 


Dividing 


Fognication is derived, And indeed every degree of Subjection, 
Which excludes Freedom of choice, corrupts the Sanctityy and 
ſo deſtroys the Eſſence of Matrimony, and turns it into For- 
nication. Matrimony, as was ſaid before, receives its Sanction 
from the united Powers of natural Affection or free Choice, of 
Uſe, and of Fidelity, Where the firſt is wanting, the. laſt 
perhaps, is rarely found; and where the laſt is wantingy the 
,Wifep however 0 VE, becomes a legal Strumpet. 

Such then, was the Source of Fornication, derived, as it 
hem, from the Inequality of the Sexes. And in general it 
may be obſerved, that where the Number of the Males excceds 
the Females, there Fornication is cuſtomary : where the N 
Order prevails, there Polygamy. a ee 

Nevertheleſs the ſame Cauſes, which in * Order of Natuty 
and by divine Providence, produced this pärtial Evil, have 
produced alſo a much greater and more general God ; ; hor 
they extended Commerce, and mutual Exchange of Conve nid 
between the moſt diſtant Regions; and together with that, it is 


and Virtue, and univerſal Benevolenee be not equally extended; 
ſo that the whole Globe may become ONF-" Empiie and human 
Kind the Subjects and Citizens. under the Dominion of ont 
King, the SurxzemMe LORD and Govtertibrof the UNIVERSE. 
But the fame Error, or Craft of political. Superſtition, and'arti- 
ficial Religon, which hath augmented” this partial Evil yo a 


plied in contriving Means to promote Luxury, and by c 0 werlh Inc 
the latter into a meer Name, hath ſubſtituted itt its Reddd know 
<tenſc of 'Reli- 
which hath turned Vice into a Trade, and fanclißed Wan 
| Teaſons, T. yranny, and kerſeeund e ' #6445. 
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Diriding Night from Day wh equil Bound f 2 
Marks the true - named ene s general PAL E, 


The- | 


+ | Thus the Corruption, N at firſt may ſeem to have 8 
1 neceſſary, by degrees became voluntary, and at length neceſ- 

ſary again, when 1 it receiv'd r and Sanction from religious 
Times as the Worſhip of dead 


Men deified prevaled, the Dine" and Ceremonies, and religious 
Feſtivals inſtituted to; their . . conſecrated Lew td, and 
made it meritorious, "And wh en "the, Merchant-Adventurers of 
this precious Commodity had brought from beyond Sea a beaus 5 
tiful VIRGIN to the Land CyrhERA, the there receiveg eg 
Name of that Inland and becauſe the People knew not her 


Fs -. 7 
Birth, or Country, * were taught to believe that ſhe aroſe ** * 
a miraculous Manner from the Foam of the Sea, fo ſhe be- 3 
came a Goddeſs, and was the 'vulgar or pop r VExus, the 
Patroneſs of Lewdneſs and Fornication. The poets and 
Painters indeed, and after them the Virtuoſi or Philgfophers | 
chaſtiſed and refined this Notion, till at laſt they convertedit 
into a mythical, or allegorical Perſon, who was Gppdſed to com- 
municate to the Products of NaTure and to the Works: of 
ART, their proper Grace and BRAUT Y. This Species 4 
Vice : however, notwithſtanding theſe Refinements, became gene- 
q* xthiſive e and was he ckſlary Effect. and Conſequ | Nc | 

of that politieatSupj a ſtit ion, "which introduced the Worſhip * 
deified Mortals and will always prevail,” in proportion as the 
ſame Superſtition'prevailsy, which being founded in Ignorance, 4 

and implicit FArtH, . check the Growth of.” 
 Reafori and'Free-Thought, and cheriſh and indulge the ghoſſe | 4 3. 
| Paſfions. NMosks, the Hebrew Lawgiber, and tlie Jeluiſß Prog. 4 P 
Phets, who alone ſeem to llave underſtood, and follow'd+ his 
Syſtem, - (for the Prieſts either did not underſtand, corrupted.» Ws 
i) have fifGngly mark'd.this Connexion between 12 or ; if 
chip and Vice, 3 particularly with a juſt Severity 7 
z  TaRterifed't At. e\ * ard is the Effet of *it ; 
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4 The WortD is then Onz cuunen; un Tavri's 
14 known Craik: 
And Virus only holds the 8acrzD Bx Auch, 
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chi they denote by the ſame Term of Fornication or Whore- 
dom, both the Worſhip itſelf ; and the Debauchery, which 
attended it, The Chriſtians, contrary to the Deſign of their 
Founder, have run into the ſame Corruption, by worſhipping 
Him as GOD, who always called himſelf a Max; of which 
Truth indeed there needs no other Proof, than his Birth and 
Death. He rejected both the Prieſtiy and Kingly Office: 
davroy kxtwor: tho! he had, it ſeems, 4 indelible Character. 


Fo 


79 *. 


oo 5 22 "inconſiſtent Hatred, and produced a Superſtition equally 
She * inconſiſtent. He was puniſhed as a SLAVE, and worthip'd 2s 
© 'GOD. He was deified after his Death; which however 


low'd, was, that having sEEN GOD, like Moszs, he became. 


be nf 


e former for ever. This great gy tw Hanh — 


- 2 Fewifh diſpenſ; 


5 Y . „ ad mitted it. l they . _ 


* ka had been exerciſed in their qyt : For at this Time, partly. 
3 the Free-Thinking-F oſoph 


49 "mins, h had been reſtrained, and the MysTERIES themlelves, 
= WM .» conſequence of this Refinement of Taſte, and gradual Pr 


authoriſed, like Me * to be in PLACE of Re oh But . 
nſation, and at the ſame time 66 ee | 


. 5 in their MysTBRIEs, as exerciſing the { 


des of Lewdneſs, exhibited. in the Heathen My TH 


. K* of” This Obſtinacy, or Conſtancy, drew upon him the Effects of a 


was not intended before: For all that the Genius of Judaiſm als, | 


of Reaſon, and natural Politeneſs, ſome of them had been py i 
formed, an wn aboliſhed, 1 che Pr the 8 W 


a. e » 
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Pluck'd from the Tars of Pa that points to Hzav's! F 
Turks, Jew, wild Afra's Woodmen, India's Mopes, 415 
| Who 


riſtrate, Theſe Myſteries wete afted' in the Night ; and the 
frequent Lewdneſs practiſed in theſe religious Maſquerades gave 
occaſion to the old Comic Poets to lay the Scene of their Plays, and 
form their Plots; which, as they imitated or repreſented by Action 
in a public Mane; 2 ſo render d odious, or ridiculous, what 
vas there acted privately, and under Pretence of Religion, ſeem to 
have fallen under the Penalties of Law, which made it Capital to 
revile what was tranſacted in thoſe ſolemn Aſſemblies. Hence 4M 
it happened, that being forbid to expole theſe Corruptions, they 1 &.4 
became more harmleſs and innocent (as we day.) in their 75 3 
Draughts. This Reſtraint of the aticient Comedy is dee HE. 15 | 
by Hox Ack“; and before him Ciczro + had declared his 1 
Abhorrence of theſe MysTEx 12s, ſince the Poets were com- 
pelled to ſpare Vice now it was thus cheriſhed and protected by 
Religion. Thoſe faint and languid Deſcriptions, or rather Hints, 
o Vice, were very diſagreeable to the free Genius of this won - 
d̃erful Max, who was a moſt ſincere and ardent Lover of Vix- 
TUE, as derived from Liberty and the Exerciſe of Reaſon, an! 
Free Thought. He expoſed with a juſt abhorrenee, and free 
Indignation, ice of every kind, as appears in his eharaQter- 
iſtic Drau bes of the Manners gf Carlin ef CLoprug, _ 
and of M. AnpWoN N for he lied in an Age when the Roman 
Nodility gene ed from the Virtues of their F orefathers,  _ 4 
This rendered him odious ; and he fell at laſt a Sacrifice: as „ 
much to the Cauſe of Txb rss and. N U YT 4 
nud his Country. Nothing enral 8. Mer 
0 much as ron Venſurs, of th ei 
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Who pine in fopettrpating . 
And ſhudder but to cruſh the trodden Fly; ; ; 
Auſtralia! 


a Aale Their Paſſions, theix Dvinichs, their Manners, and 
their Actions, are all contrary to Truth and Nature. They 
hate thoſe. who diſcover that Contrariety ; and wou'd' 5 
themſelves too, if Superſtition. did not ſupply means of Commu: 
tation, and, which is yet a greater Comfort, of Recrimination, 
This "double Comfort the Heathens found in their Superſtition, 
and as Superſtition ſupplied the Means, ſo theſe ſupported them 
in their Superſtition againſt the Freedom and Ridicule of the 
ws 5 + firſt Chriſtians, They did not diſlike their Rites, their Cere- 
; 9 or their Myſteries; for many of them imitated thei 
# #1 435 — Theſe Ga, when ſimilar, they cou'd calily recogniſe ; 
1 and n new, or diſimilar, as eaſily adopt, but they hated 
them for the Purity of their Manners, and the preciſe Reſerved- 
neſs, and unſociable Singularity of their Behaviour: Nor wa 
this Purity of Manners in the firſt Chriſtians deri ved from, 15 
Rites, or Ceremonies, or Myſteries; but from | 
Renitence, or Reſentment, which always fucceeds, Aden 
es of bad Habit, or Cuſtom, beginning to abate,” Vice. be 
comes odious, and natural Affection at For the great 
Difference between meer Cuſtom, or.vicious Cuſtom and Na 
Trunk, is apparent, and/operages | ; 
ntions. The former deeays, and abateg k 
ened, and confirmed by TIE. Aba 1 
Ouſtem, at the Time here hinted wis derived from the gradul 
Progreſſion of RE ASO 'a'! 8 rinking which riſifig ft 
dom ine inquiſitive Geniſ t the Grecian Philoſsphers,' Ws er. 
# + 2% Degrees to all Bits of che Word, along the feen 
Lines of Communication, Which all centred in 27 Bas By i 
5 1 means People every where ſaw the Folly and Abſurdities of 
» their ſeveral ancient and eſtabliſhed Superſtitions 3, and* when 
ey A the Abſurdity, they ſoon grew tir'd of the. cuſtomary 
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Aufralic' s Art, ns Solitudeg,* 
Where all Ambition's Wealth is Eaſe from Carte \ = 
Columbria's | 

with eagerneſs 150 8 a NEW Religion, which merely on Account f 


Novelty and Singularity, had yet gained no Connexion with 85 
Vice. But this Purity of Manners, or Virtue of the firft Chriſ- 1 1 


tians ſeemed rather to be a foreign Branch, adopted, or ingrafted, 
than a natural Shoot. For tho Virtue was indeed incultated, 
and commanded” by the firſt Meſſengers, or Miſſonaries of the 
Goſpel, yet it was never taught. The People were never 2 
to ſee, and recogniſe thoſe Principles, by which it is connecte 4 
with NATURE. It was only an accidental Effect of Noveltx 5 mY 
co-operating with IMPLICIT FAITH. So the graft x never took. 8 
There was indeed Contiguity; but not Connexion. he Prin- N 
ciple of Life, and growth was wanting. When therefore the off 
Force of Novelty abated, the cuſtomary Virtue abated too, tho? 
IMeLIciT FAITH continually increaſed and augmented; and 
the Chriſtians gradually reverted into all that Corruption and 
Lewdneſs, which they had before ridiculed and abhorr'd ; of 
which among the antiles we have here atternpref to ſhew the 
Source and Progreſs oh E A 
But as the Chriſtians gaduslly e into thoſe Corrupti- 
ons, the Exceſs of which by exciting Averfion, Indignation and 


Abhorrence; prepar'd the Wange the Pre agatio! "of the Goſ- 
pel; fo we find a'particular Inffance ev'n o greater Degree of 
Vice, which had prevailed among them, than had been - 
ly known among the Gentiles. It thay ſeem ſtrange, perhaps, 


that either of theſe ſhou'd happen at: Time among a People 
o Believe, the Doctrine of he. 9 

Refurre8tion; and who accordingly Ni under the Hope and Fear N 

of eternal Reward and puuiſhment; and ſtranger yet, that the © 


baut . happen, when” * Force of Norelty ws wah 
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3 under the immediate Direction of an Inſpired Miffionary, and i | 
2 ev 'n under the irreſiſtible Conviction of Apoſtolical Miracles. 
| But perhaps the guilty Perſon was only a nominal Chriſtian, and 
| 
| 
| 


\* 
* 
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-  affociated with the true Believers with a malicious Deſign to 
2 | diſgrace and betray them. Or if he was indeed a Chriſtian, the 
171 Crime might be derived from an erroneous Imitation of St. Pau 
\ _. himſelf, who tho' he both diſſuaded others, and himſelf abſtained 
* From the cuſtomary, or legal Forms of Marriage, yet had « x | 
& Sferkn, a Wirz,“ as well as the other Apoſtles,” By the Ml 
R Word Sis rz he ſeems to mean a Believer ; + Which meaning 
„ 8 4 chuſe rather than that which includes a natural Relation, and 
' 1 ſio wWou'd infer Inceſt; and tho it muſt be confeſſed, it is not 
_ impoſſible that even the latter might be the Caſe in fact, when 
3 % we conſider, that the Deſign of the Chriſtian was only to ful · 
mil the Miſaic Diſpenſution, by reſtoring Mankind to their, o 
wu Freedom; and that PAuz, being a Jaw, as well 26 
he believe the Moſaic Account of the Creation, couf8 not li- 
þ | = deedeficem the Matrimonial Union of Brother and giſter to by 
Inceftuous, nor ever judge that to be ſinful, which at the Begin» 


C ning was neceſſary, It muſt. be own'd, however, that — 
3 Neseſſity, tho (as I believe) ie hath never been | 
Iꝗͥ indeed p ſtrongeſt Objectiont that can be made to the * 


Coſmggony, as it infers « manifeſt Inconſiſteney between That) 
and the Tubſequent” Inſtitution, in Which ſuch Union is declared 
do he inceſtuous, And thus much concerning the , the Pro- 
te and Eſſence of Fornication, WY: 
Now concerning the Remedies, which have been apply's to 
tis Corruption, it is plain they ha ve all-prov'd ineffectual. The 
Remedy exhibited, at the Beginning of he Chriſtian Inſtitution, 
Aid not in fact anſwer the Intention of Cure; ant 9 
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Trampling 


Time the Cure itſelf ſeems not to have n intended. In the _ 
firſt Caſe the Remedy did not correſpond with the Intention + *' 
becauſe it did not correſpond with Nature, Tr was found- _— 
ed only in poſitive Command and Implicit Faith. But IMrIICIrTr 
Firn, tho' it hath, as we ſee in the Effects of Bigotry and © 
Perſecution, great Force, when it co-operate with the' * Pattions; 
in rendering them more Malignant, yet hath in fact very little, 
or no Moment in ſome Caſes, When it acts, or is intended 8 
act in a contrary Direction; and in other Caſes when the Paſſions | 
are exceſſive, or vehement, it enn co-operates. with them, * 
before, and augments their Moment. And the Reaſon i, I 
plain ; for when it intentionally co-operates with Paſſion, the MOT” 
Imagination, which is'already corrupted, immediate! 2 
without Conviction, the Opinion of Obedience to the Will of 
GOD; which Opinion by ſanctifying the Paſſion, renders. it 
more Malignant. And thus it always actuates Bigots, it” whom 
it fomenty.a greater Degree of furious and outrageous Malevo-' | 
lence, than cou'd poſſibly be excited by a ſimple and compounded” | 
paſſon, even in theherceſt Barbarian, But when Implicit Falth® 
dete, or nt leaft ts intended to act, in 4 Direction cohtrary to 
Paſſion, being, as it always is, without Conviction, it 82 
no conſtant Sentiment, or Feeling, but only by u tempora 
ſudden Oppoſition of other Paſſions, "either of Hoys or 
the Mind or WIL r, takes 4 certain BW, or turn, in 
the vicious Paſſion ſeems to receive" momentary Check, by 
the Force of implicit Faith, which 'ſeems alſo to act ins con- 
tiary Direction. But it only ſeems'z for the Mind or Willy |, * | 
being thus forc'd without convidtiony/ by a quick" Return, pre. 
ſently exerts the morbid Paſſion, like an Arrow from a Bow,” 2 
with greates Force and Violence. ha 
If this Phenomenon be here inet enen 5 
and verified i in Fact, the following Obſervations will | 
as fundamental Truths i Moray. 
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Trampling the ice-bound Ocean, whiten'd oer 


With Froſt induring, and eternal Snow i 42 6 


All 
| That all Superſtition founded in implicit Faith is ail 


N and contrary to Virtue; as it neceſſarily tends to — 


and ſtrengthen the vicious and unnatural Paſſions, and to render 
them more malignant. And hence it happens that in all In- 
ſtitutions, Moral, Civil, or Religious, Vice is n by the 
very Means which are intended to cure it. 

a. That even the Mok AL Sens, and the Ward Ay. 
FECTIONs derived ſrom it, tho' when conſidered as 4 Syſtem or 
Conſtitution of human Nature, they are manifeſtly intended by 
the Supreme Creater-and Governor, to point the Way, and 


N direct to Virtue and Happineſs, yet fin "4 of without 2 Re. 


4 
a——_— 


gulator, are inſufficient to preſerve à due Balance neceſſary "to 
that Purpoſe, ani to give them Conſtancy, Stability and Security. 
For cuſtomary Virtue, or Obligation derived from the Moral 
Senſe only, is indeed ImeLIicir FarrH ; but It is ImpLicyr 
Farirn ; Lee in NATURE ; not as Superſtition, in Chimem 
The former therefore tends to the Perfection of 1 3 the 
latter to the Corruption. But as the Implicit Faith, or cuſtomary; 
Error of Superſtition, renders the unnatural Paſſions more malig- 


nant, ſo the Implicit Faith, or cuſtemary Enthuſiaſm of the | 


Mora] Senſe, ſometimes dei: the 1 Affections exceſſiye, 
I ſay | ſometimes, but not altogyn, nor often. Perhaps it 
never produce that Effect, if the croſs Operations of Superſt 
were tatally removed. It wants chefeferé a Regulator, to daha 
the Movement-ev'n in a natural State; and much more when 
it ſinks under the unnatural Preſſure of Superſtition. : 


Regulator is RRASON or FREE Trovenr ;* which diſcovel ring 
\. in the Conſtitution of "Things the means and the End; 1 
niſes the Law. of Narrhns. or W1LL of GOD, and n 


the Connexion between Truth, Virtue and Happines, while 
Den e from that Review and 1 ec 24 


Cap) 
All among theſe who love not Vice, draw Claim 4 
From Lives of ſimpleſt Ban to Heay' n, 


1 


2 voluntary Obligation, and ous. a free S ubject of the N 

of NA rug. 

3. Hence it happens alſo, that the Bioor, or uperticious Re- 
laioniſt, whoſe Religion is founded only in IMPLicit FAT u,. 1 
Niers and repreſents human Nature as corrupt, though the Cor. 
zuption indeed either is not in NaAxrunz, but in the Medium, 
through which it is view'd ; or elſe is firſt introduced by Super- 
ſition, and then e by that . 1 pretended to be * 
Cure. 
4 Hence alſo may be diſcovered the Cauſe * Eſſence of thie, 
hich in S. $, is noted as a Secret under the Name of the % My-", _ 
' sTERY of Nd ITT.“ This Secret, or Myſtery, is in Fat 
othing more than the neceſſary Effect of Superſtion, im corrupt 711 
ng Mankind, as here deſcribed, and of the Application of wrong, , 
eans in curing, which indeed increaſe and augment it. 
MANDEVILLE, the Author of 4 the Fable of the Bees,” in 544 
ious Inftances, charaRerizes truly, and ridicules this 2 * 9 
ion, which yet, by an habitual Miſtake of implicit Faith, ariſing 7 
om the Corruption itſelf, he repreſents as natural. He felt ts 
orce of this Poſſeſſion i in himſelf, and ſaw it in others; but ſaw; 
ot the Cauſe. He acknowledged. it too: and this at leaſt wag: 
agenuous,” Divines, however, with their uſual undiſtinguiſhing 
g, treat him as a Monſter of Impiety; becauſe ſeems - 

e has drawn a © Form of GoDLINEss without the SrI AIT.“ 
õpectre of Religion without VIn ru, and without Sub- * 
lance,” This is the Imputation. Perhaps it is true; but it is e 
nainly true, that he did not make, but diſcover it, It is not 4 
6 but their Ln: : —_ is His bs ne 07 2 * 0 | 


os e hol u Men 3 
— - , 
«ln whom HR 11 whoſe Doctrines od * ak 


* 27A jFithour TRUTH, RELIGION without VigTus” * 


* 
* 


— 


E * - 
be * * * 1 
- „„ „„ 2 ——— — 2 „ 


* 


This ſacred Garment hath been turned and cut in a thoufand fan- 


4 "AT; all complain of the general Corruption; yet ftill*with 
nk tors it into b Proof, We are pleaſed to find in his Pita 
2, Truth, and a Likeneſs, but angry to ſee our own Likendlj 


are yet for the moſt Part drawn from low Life, and ſo unwoftl 
of Deſeription: but we ought alſo to conſider, that, in as 
acquire a real Knowledge, NaTuRE muſt be viewed i all N 


| : pour Knowledge and Buſineſs of Man; not 1 | 
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And multiply th ELzcr, were VIx Tux, Fai 411 

aue here, encompaſs'd Sbul ! look round z ſecufe 
In 

The Poet, “ we ſee, gives the Work to the proper: _ Artificer, 


Tnis was juff; but though the Mule is ſagacious as well as juſt; 
it would require all her Sagacity to unfold the Secrets of Fi Art, 


In Nova fert Animas, mutatas  dicere formas Th 
3 — | 3 
The various Syſtems of Superſtition, c or artificial Relig 5 which 


have been employed to dreſs and adorn Nature, have at the 
ſame Time covered its Deformity, and concealed its Beauty, 


taſtic Faſhions, till now at laſt, Time and Uſe have worn it 
fo thread bare, that all but the Wearer "ſee the Stuff and, the 
'Workmanfhip. Tis a Sort of regimental. Coat made to fit al 
Shapes, and Sizes. Virtue, under this Diſguiſe, becomes 1 
Name only; a mere Pretence; the Effect of Pride, drawn out 
into a coarſer, or finer Thread af Simulation, We all ſee this 


one fingle Exception. MANDEVILLE attacks this Exception, 


and he reſembles the Painter who pleaſed every Body and Nobodj; 
It is alſo objected to him that his Figures, though truly e is wer 


Works. Not only the vegetable, the animal, tlie ration 
Creatures diſplay the Wiſdom of their Creator, but even {oak 
and Stones. And in the moral Science, which is indeed 


* "In * Tragedy of Guvraves Vasa, | 


- 


F * * , ? 2 
Ll 


(81) 
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See the proud Surges ſwell | they foam they roar ! 


The 
the Noble, and A Wiſe, THY Ignorant, the Baſe, and the 
Fooliſh, are alſo. proper Objects of Conſideration ; ſince even. 

« of theſe STONES GOD- is able to raiſe up CHILDREN unto 
ABRAHAM.“ * 

If ſuch as above deſcribed, be the neceſſary Effect of Suz 
perſtition, in propagating Vice an Corruption, all wiſe and good 
Men will ſufficiently feel the Force of Duty and Obligation to 
unite their Endeavours; and exert their Power of oppoling it. 
For © if Tims (as Lord Bacon ſays) alter Things to the worſez 
and Wiſdom and Counſel ſhall not alter them to the better, what 
« ſhall be the End? We ſee the Reign or Tyranny of Cus roa, 

« what it is. Superſtition is now ſo well advanced, that Men 
te of the firſt Blood are as firm as Butchers by Occupations.” 
And are not Men to be found of the whole Blood (to appropriats 
his Lordſhip's Expreſſion) as ſtaunch and ſure in Truth and Vir- 
tue, as the Hell-hounds of Superſtition in Vice and Falſhood ? 
There is now an apparent Contraſt; or Oppoſition of Character 3 
between thoſe who; following Cuſtom, are continually altering - _, +} 
Things to th eworſe, and thoie, who keeping their Minds open 4h 
to Conviction, are prepared to receive cpntinual Amendment: In 

a Word, between the ſuperſtitious Bi6oTs, and rational FxeR- , * 
Tias. The Former indeed accuſe the latter as Innovator: 


As if Religion was intended 
& For nothing elſe but to be mended. 


They accuſe them too of Impiety and ATHensM. This Accu- 
ſation doth not deſerve an Anſwer ; as it is notoriouſly falſe. And 
as to the Buſineſs of Innovation; the Accuſation perhaps were 
true, „ if TIME ſtood till; which cõntrariwiſe moveth fo. 
« round, that a froward Retention of Cuſtom is as turbulent 
«Ga Thing as Innovation. TIE itſelf is the greateſt Innova- 
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The Noiſe of many Waters! Envy dire 
Breaks up thi infernal Deep, and opens wide 


* 4 tor ; * yet ſo, that by ſuch Innovation, * Wiſe and Virtuous 
„ are ſtill rendered greater Slaves to the Fooliſn and Vicious. Add 
no to Time Experience, to Experience Wiſdom, to Wiſdom 

Benevolence and good Intention, the Conjunction, will produce 
2 Reformation, which, by approaching ſtill nearer. to Tnurn, 


* deeming Mankind from the Bondage of Vice and Superſtition, 
* and in reſtoring to RR Aso it's natural F reedom, and juſt Au- 
* thority. Mankind is capable of Improvement in an endleſs Pro- 
. -greflon. This is plain from the preſent Order and Conſtitution 
of Things They who neglect this Improvement in the preſent, 


#4 and reſer .it wholly to a future State, blend together and confound 
certain with uncertain, known with unknown. They imitac 
we/te ignorant Ruſtic, who food waiting on the Bank ill the 
= Stream ſhould all be paſs'd. 


Ruſticus * dum defluat Aus ; at ille 

5 Labitur, & labetur in omne volubilis Avum. 

EH Buy this Diſcipline they ſwell the Mind with an unnatural Pride, 
* "the Parent of falſe Virtue, which is indeed the worſt Sort of 
"= Vice, and fill it with vain Hope and fond Expectation of future 
WF Perfection imaginary and unknown, while they negle& preſent 
Improvement, which is real and known. If ſome inſpired Nurſe 
* © ſhould teach the next Generation to keep their Children ſwathed 


Aud bound till they were full grown, under Pretence that by the 
8 8 5 *** of lichief, and that by ſtopping their Gr owth 
F much Evil would be prevented, for which, in a future State they 
| ſhould be rewarded with Wings; moreover if the Clergy finding 
. tahis Fondneſs tended to promote the Honour and Profit of 


their Office, ſhould defend and propagate the Practice with al 
m ir Arts of Learning and Hours and expatinting. yy 


"+ Bacon, 


| Harm 


cannot fail, in ſome degree, of producing a good Effect in re- 
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Heav'n's F lood-gates. Far o'er all the delug'd World N 
The raging Sea prevails, Earth, Air, and Sky - 435 
b | Are 


on the glorious Perfection of High-flying, ſhould deſcend par- 
ticularly to explain and illuſtrate the wonderful Strength, Pro- 
portion and Activity of thoſe Nerves and Muſcles, which are 
adapted to perform all the various Motions of flying: doubtleſs 
we ſhould ſoon ſee (at leaſt in the Imagination of every Believer) 
Wings pullulating as faſt as thoſe of a Butterfly. It would be 

a pleaſant Amuſement for the Painter or Poet, to repreſent or 
deſcribe the ſeveral Sorts of theſe atheriel Wingſters. A bulky 
Doctor, whoſe Weight and Power of Gravitation was great, 
would be ſeen to riſe, or ſcarce perhaps to riſe with Difficulty: . 


*« As when a Dab-chick waddles through the Copſe, _ 
“ On Feet and Wings, and flies, and wades, and hops. 
« So lab'ring on with Shoulders, Hands and Head 
'« Wide as a Windmill, all his Figure ſpread, 

« He tries, but tries in vain, th' aerial Race, 

& And ſeems to emulate a Gander's Face.“ 


— 


The Flock of Curates, as being lighter, and leſs incumber d 
with corporeal Weight, wou'd reſemble Jack-Daws and S deal. 
ers, who are ſeen moſt about Churches and Steeples. More. 
over, as every one during his State of Humanity or Probation, 
that is while his Wings were growing, and before his Conver- 
ſion, or Transformation, might be ſuppos'd to write with a Pen 
made with a Quill of that particular Fowl, whoſe Form he 
ſhou'd hereafter aſſume ; - hence the Harmleſs Compoſers of 
Devotional Tracts, of Calls, Meditations, Preparations, and 
the like, would imitate that Species of Pidgeons, which from 
the Manner of their Flight are denominated Tumblers. One 
yonder, though glorying in the Spoils of the Peacock, and even 
dazzled with the Splendor of his Plumage, upon a nearer Vi 
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may be diſcovered to be a Jay, Another, who, having miſſed hs 
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Are blended. Univerſal Uproar reigns, 


And Fairn's a * Chaos! Is this Txrn ; 
This 


| Way to the upper in Regions, may be ſeen wandering below in the 


Fields of Ely/7un, and hopping about withan Airof Impudence mixed 
with Malevolence, is heard to chatter hard Names, as Fool, 


Rogue, Infidel, Atheiſt, and the like: This Fowl, I fay, 
party coloured as he is, and variegated with black and white, 
commonly paſles for a Bird of Learning, and a great Critic, 
He is a ſtrong Proot of the old Proverb © that Two of a Trade 
44 can never agree: For though he hates Mathematielans, yet 
he affects Demonſtration. From all theſe ſpecifical Marks, or 

Characters of this Bird, one may eaſily know it to be a Chick of 
that Breed, which the Muss heretofore are ſaid to have tranſ- 
formed into Macyits. Proctors, Apparitors, and the reſt of 
the inferior Fry, who are retained as Spies and Informers, to cer- 
tain.eccleſiaſtical Inquiſitors, may be changed into Crows, Ra- 
vens, and Vultures ; which though by Nature intended to feed 


on Carrion, yet too often devour Lambs. Rich Rectors, plural 


Incumbents, Prebends, Canons, Deans, &c. who feaſting on 
the Remnants of Loaves and Fiſhes, and on the Reliques of 
primitive Poverty, take a Pride in following the Rules and Ex- 
"oat of Chriſtian Humility; all theſe aſſume the Forms and 
- imitate the Flight of Kites, Gleads, and Buzzards, "They 
* mount aloft in the Sky, and expatiating in large - Circles, look 
down with Contempt on all thoſe Birds, which cannot ſoar fo 
ob as themſelves. They are however, much more harmleſs 
than the laſt mentioned; though it muſt be confeſſed, they ſome- 
times ſtoop to ſeize a Chicken, But the far greateſt Number, ac- 
cording to an old Obſervation, riſe no higher than Bees, and 
never become Birds. Theſe, it muſt be owned, are a very uſe- 
ful little Creature, and ſeem to be endowed with a moſt exqut- 


ſite Senſe, or Taft of Happineſs ; ſince they ſpend their Time 
and find their Food among the moſt beautiful and fragrant Flow- 
ers, from which they extract, and prepare a certain liquid Sweet, 
that may be eſteemed both the Nectar and Ambroſia of Immor- 
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It CANNOT BE. 


Boldly refuſe Aſſen 


WIATr 


tality. One Circumftance, however, muſt needs impair their Fe- 


licity. According to Naturalifts they are frequently infeſted by 
a certain Infect, like a Spider, which breeds in their Hives, and 
makes them fick. This Inſect, it ſeems, is known by the Name 
of CLERUs*, If theſe little Creatures could foreſee this Incon- 
venience from the Beginning, certainly they would never deſire 
Wings, but chooſe rather to remain for ever ſwathed, and bound 
up, in the imperfect State of Maggots. The ancient Zgyptians 
underſtood the ſwathing Practice; or rather perhaps were the firſt 


Inventors of it; ſince they were the firſt who ſeem to have cul- 


tivated with Care, the Seeds of Superſtition, They begun the 


ſwathing Diſcipline very early, and continued it after Death; for 


even their dead Bodies were ſwathed with a moſt religious Dili- 
gence. This could hardly he done to prevent their walking, as 
that indeed hath been rarely ſeen; and they were too wiſe to 
provide ſo operoſe a Remedy to prevent a Fact which happened 


but ſeldom. It was therefore intended to promote the Growth 


of Wings; which Cuſtom beginning in the earlieſt Age of In- 


fancy, then towards the middle, and ſo to the latter End of 
Life, being interrupted, was now again renewed after Death, 


which completed the Operation. On the other Hand, they who 
are unaſſiſted with this ſwathing Method, muſt be contented for 


ever to want Wings; and what is worſe, are not only hated, 
but even condemned to the worſt of Puniſhments, becauſe they 
willfully reject, and ſeem to deſpiſe an Advantage which can 
only be acquired by this fwathing Method. Theſe therefore are 
Free-Thinkers, They pretend however that both the Reward 


and the Puniſhment are equally chimerical ; that if they were 


real, yet the Method propoſed can avail nothing, either to ob. 
tain the one, or to avoid the other, They affirm, that as it is 


Prim. N. H, xv. 19. 


This the Suxx WorD! The Voice reveabd from Heav'n? 
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All NaTv lies before thee ; read his WIII. 441 


| (86) 
War then muſt be believ'd? Believe GOD Txve, 


In 


uncertain whether the ſwathing Method will hereafter produce 
Wings, ſo at preſent it muſt certainly contribute to make us lame, 
Man cannot be more wiſe, more happy, or more perfect than 


NaTuRE has intended: for NATURE is the W1LL, or Law of | 
| GOD. They chooſe therefore to walk on ſure Ground, rather 


than to indulge a ſuperſtitious Fondneſs, and vain longing after 
unattainable Perfedtion : and inſtead of artificial, or miraculous 
Wings, are contented with the natural and free, as well as more 
ſecure Uſe of Legs and Feet. They acknowledge that this too 
is improveable. They ſee a Difference between the Gait of a 
Taylor and Dancing-Maſter; and between the Air of a Pea- 
fant, and of a Gentleman. This Difference depends, in a great 
Degree, on Cuſtom and Diſcipline, The ſame, or even greater 
Difference is obſervable in the Mind and Manners, And ſince a 
certain illuſtrious Prelate has aſſerted that without Hoes 
% RELIG1o0N is mere PHRENzy ; and ſince this alſo ſeems to be 
intended as a Characteriſtical Deſcription of thoſe, who are 
promiſcuouſly denominated Free-thinkers, Infidels and A- 
theiſts, it may ſeem proper perhaps, in this Place, to explain 
what the Hope of a FRER-Tnixk RR is; leaving, in the mean 
Time, the Account of IN Ip RL and ATHEisT to thoſe who 
claim the Title. The Hope of a Free-Thinker differs in gene 

ral from the Hope of a Superſtitious or artificial Religjonift 


This is uncertain and chimerical ; whereas That, if not certain, 


is yet probable, being founded in NATURE, and in the Courſe 
of Things. The Religioniſt hopes that Superſtition, the Free- 
thinker that Reaſon and Truth may prevail. He ſees, as before 
hinted, a gradual Progreſſion of Knowledge and Manners, and 


_ that this Progreſſion is improveable. And as he feels it to be 


his Happineſs, fo he really thinks it to be his Duty to aſſiſt this 
Improvement. And as in every preceding Revelation, or Re- 


formation of Religion, he ſees this gradual Progreſſion ſtill ap- 
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In aught if thou ſhould'ſt doubt, ſincere, commit 
ä Tn to him, and patiently await, 


Secure, 

0 
proaching nearer to Truth, and conſequently the Means of Know- 
ledge, and the Senſe and Obligation of Virtue to be more and more 
extended; from this View he not only forms a pleaſing, but fixes 
a probable Expectation, that one time or other, according to 
the ſtated Courſe and Order of Things, Truth and Virtue will 


univerſally prevail, and that all Mankind will become free Sub- 


jects of that ROYAL LAW, x which is truly the Law of Na'ruRE, 
and the WILL of GOD. Thus he hopes, and not only hopes, 
but prays continually, according to the DireQion of a Great 
FREE-THINKER: © THY KINODOM cou.“ This is the 
Point which terminates his Hope. To this capital Point the 


whole Order of Things ſeems to lead in a certain Progrefſiony 


and by a clear and manifeſt Connexion. Here then he reſts. Not 
as the ſuperſtitious Bigot in a Circle of Tales, unconnected among 
themſelves, and contrary to Nature; nor as the artificial Bigot, 
who forms and reforms thoſe Tales, till they obtain, as he thinks, 
a Connexion among themſelves, and a Similarity, or Conformity 
with Nature; which vain Labour plainly ſhews the Neceſſity of 
referring Truth to' a more certain Standard than mere Imagina- 
tion, This Standard is the Law of NaTurEg, or WIIL of 


GOD ; which exaQts a perfect Allegiance to the MAK RR. This 
Law includes Obligation, Sanction and Reward: all which are 


known, and felt, in Proportion as the Law itſelf is known, 
and felt, and recogniſed, Every Part of it admits a clear 


and preciſe Definition, and is capable of being expreſſed in 


intelligible Propoſitions, connected and "conſiſtent, with Regard 
to the Motive, the Means, and the End ; which cannot be truly 


affirmed of any Species of Superſtition, or artificial "OO 
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$ecure, his ſecret Will. Believe him KIND: DS 
To! fear were to offend him. N ill thy Heart it 
8 ith 


As to Tuturity, the Freethinker leaves it among the sxcRET 
'& THINGs which belong unto GOD ;” having, in this Caſe, 
no ſufficient Foundation on which may be built any thing more 
certain than Conjecture, which may perhaps, afford Means of 
wiſhing, but none of proving. Theſe Proofs, whenever they 
ſhall be exhibited, muſt riſe on a Foundation more ſtrong, more 
ſtable, and more manifeſt than thoſe which are derived from the 
mere Viſions of the ſuperſtitious Bigot, or the mere Sophiſms of 
the artificial Religioniſt, Religion therefore is nothing elſe but 
a Senſe, or Conſcience of Qbli igation ariſing from the LA W, or 
WIr of GOD, expreſſed, revealed, and commanded in the 
Conſtitution of Naru RE. By how much more freely and dil. 
gently we exerciſe and cultivate our Rx Asox, by ſo much more 
clearly this Law is perceived and underſtaod. From this Re- 
cognition, formed and confirmed by the united Powers of Cuſtom, 
Experience, and Reaſon, ariſes that perfect Senſe or Conſcience 
of Duty and Obligation, which conſtitutes real VIRTUE, or 
MAnHoop. Thus MAN is, or certainly is conſtituted and im- 
powered to be, capable of performing and fulfilling every Part df 
Duty to hiraſelf, to Mankind, and to his MAKER; being free 
from all thoſe monſtrous Growths of Vice, and Corruption, and 
from all that Myſtery of IntqQuiTY, which having been intro- 
duced, fomented and eftabliſhed by various artificial Syſtems of 
Superſtition, hath almoſt totally corrupted human Nature; while 
under Pretence of Religion, all the unnatural Paſſions have been 
ſuperinduced, and Man, inſtead of rational and pious, hath 
deen rendered abſurd and irrational in his Opinions, and in Prac- 
ice ſelfiſh, unjuſt, and impious. Hence it hath happened, that 
MN iNDEED are BRED No WHERE ;* and that it js hard to 


® BoL1NGBROKE on Retirement, &c. p. 195. 
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With his felt Laws, and act the Good he loves. 128 
Love GOD with all thy Soul, and love Mankind. 


Rev'rence - 


find, any where, * a Man, who lives — and as A 
« MAN.“ ＋ 

And ſo much concerning the Cauſes of Corruption, We 
ſhould next, according to the propoſed Method, conſider the 
Cure. But this in general may be gathered from precedent Qb- 
ſervations. The Application belongs to public Authority, and 
therefore I preſume not to meddle with it. But as to that parti- 
cular Species of Vice, of which the Eſſence, the Cauſe and Pro- 
greſs have been explained, I may be allowed to obſerve farther, 
that after the firſt Efforts of Chriſtianity failed in correcting it, 
the Cure, ſince that Time doth not even ſeem to have been 
intended; whether it be that the Attempt was thought to be 
vain and impracticable (as indeed it will always be found to be 


fo, when the Cure of Vice is attempted by Means of Superſtition, .. ] 


which ſtill encreaſes and foments it); or that the Managers of 
eccleſiaſtical Politythought it more advantageous to their Scheme, 
and more fayourable to their Authority, to indulge Vice, and 


ſubdue the Pride of Virtue, by controlling, in ſome Caſes, natu- 


ral Right, and juſt Freedom: yet ſo it is, that either Fornication - 


is never puniſhed, or that which is vulgarly called ſo, and pu- 
niſhed as ſuch, is not really Fornication. What it is we haue 
ſeen before, where we have given a preciſe Definition of it. But: 
when it ſometimes happens, that following the Impulſe of a na» 


tural Affection, ſome unexperienced young Man proceeds to in- 


dulge, and gratify it, with Sincerity and Simplicity, though with- 
out the Impudence of public Notice, or eocleſiaſtical Licence, this 
is not Fornication ; there is no Proſtitution. It is the Effet of - 


pure Affection; which is the true Foundation of that Love and 
Faith which conſtitutes the ſacred Union of the Sexes. Public No- 


tice can only violate the Modeſty and Delicacy of this Affection. 


where it is lincere ; and where i it is brutal, or inſincere, n- 
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Rev'rence his Pow'r, his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, ſhewn - 


In all his Works: TnERE read his WiLL reveal'd. 
PE Nor 


ther that, nor Licence can give Sanctity to an impure Paſſion, or 


Security to one void of Faith. If Nature here may not be truſted, 
Art much leſs; if the former denies her Sanction, the latter can 


give none. It can give indeed, and this is all that it can give, 


fafe indulgence to the vicious and profligate, and Leave to play 
the Strumpet with more Security. As therefore it ſeems unneceſſary 
to ask leave to do that, which, when proceeding from a pure Mo- 


tive, is not only lawful, but a Duty, and when derived from an 


impure Motive, Nothing can ſanctify; ſo, for the ſame Reaſon, 


It is ridiculous. And certainly this whole Buſineſs of artificial 


Matrimony, which now, through long Time- and Cuſtom, is 


eſtabliſhed, and makes ſo great a Part of civil and eccleſiaſtical 


Polity, had originally a very ridiculous, or perhaps a very im- 
pure or ſelfiſh Motive. The Motive was ſelfiſh, when the In- 


creaſe of Wealth, and the Diſtinction of Names and Fa- 


milies was ſolely intended; the impure Motives may be 
detter imagined,* perhaps than deſcribed : and both, if repre- 
ſented truly, would be ſeen in a Light ſufficiently ridiculous, 
Yet Time and Cuſtom have turned the Perſpective, and by dif- 
guiſing the Motives, the artificial UwIox is become honourable, 


- and the natural is rendered diſgraceful, This with. the comic 
Poet, is, „the Way of the WorLDd :” with the Philoſopher, 
et private Vices public Benefits: “ and with the Divine, the 
 MvsT&RyY of IntquiTy,”—The only Way to cure this Evil, 


which is ſtill encreaſing, is firſt to turn the Perſpective; to re- 


gee Things as they appeared at the Beginning, and to tren 


them accordingly, Let not MAw preſume to forbid, much le 
to condemn TRHAr, which GOD at firſt commanded, Poli- 


tical Art wou'd be uſefully, and therefore properly employ d, 


„ See Mr, Fox TENELLE, Dialogue VIII. CALLIRHEA- 
PAvLina, | | 8 1 
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Nor arrogantly vain preſume to ſcan — Ee 459 
His ſecret Purpoſe, or direct his Arm | . 
x To 


in finding Means to protect, to ſupport and encourage this 
natural Liberty, The particular Caſe marks and diſtinguiſhes 
itſelf, Every Woman who bears a Child, can find a FATHER, 
who is a MAN; for there are Now no GoDFATHERs; and this 
FATHER Is her HusBANnD. Perhaps the Choice was mutual, 
the Affection mutual; and if it was pure alſo, ſingle and indi- 
vidual, it muſt needs produce that Farrn which completes the 
natural Union of the Sexes, and by fulfilling the divine Com- 
mand, and Order of NATURE, muſt therefore . beſt anſwer the 
End of civil Society. In the Riſe and Progreſs of that Paſſion 
which connects the Sexes, and from thence produces the ſtrongeſt 
civil Connexions, there is ſomething too nice and tender for com- 
mon Touch, and artificial handling. The very Admiſſion of 
Witneſles is a Sort of Proſtitution, or Fornication. It muſt un- 
fold itſelf gradually, as one of thoſe Secrets of divine ART which 
admits not human Interpoſition. It ſeems to include a Sort of 
Sacramental Myſtery ; which needs not, and ey'n rejects the 
Force of public Reſtraint, and of public Notice, But when that 
natural Union is violated by artificial Force, either both Parties 
are compelled into legal ADULTERY, if new Connexions are 
formed : or if not, which is indeed more uſual, and ſeen in daily 
Experience, they are let lodſe to rove at random, through all the 
ſenſeleſs Groſsneſs of brutal Debauchery and Fornication, And 


this is the genuine and real Effect of that Method, de- 
riving its Force from unnatural Affection, abſurd Argum „ and 
ſuperſtitious Motives, hath been vainly applied to cug an Evil, 


which by that Application hath continually increaſed. And this 
is ſo plain, that it may ſeem probable the Cure was either. not 
underſtood, or never intended, 
It is * therefore, that if the Evil be deemed real, ſams 
nar, Method of Cure ſhou d be intended. T his can "oa 
cr. 


. 
To launch the vengeful Light' ning on thy Foes. 


Know him, but in his Goopx RSS, pay Reſpect 
* „ To 


ether than gradually to exhibit a right View of Nature, of Truth, 
and Virtue, and to ſhew their Connexion with human Happineſs, 
both private and public. Next, as this particular Vice, accord- 
ing to its Origin, and progreſs, as before deſcribed, ſeems more 
than any other, to be founded in the Conſtitution of Mankind, 
and in the Inequality of the Sexes, it may ſeem too to require 
and deſerve ſome Indulgence and Privilege, and ſo become a 
proper Subject of Civil, or Political Licence. Be it therefore 
enacted, that no one preſume to keep without Licence either 
private or public Houſe of Fornication, in which the Female 
Modeſty is proſtituted, and that no one without Licence viſit or 
frequent ſuch Houſe of Fornication. Alſo that both the Keepers 
and Frequenters of ſuch Hauſes be for ever excluded from all 
Public Offices, Civil or Military ; Provided nevertheleſs the 
ſaid Keepers and Frequenters of ſuch Houfes be allowed or ad- 
mitted in all Eccleſiaſtical Offices, any thing in this Act contain- 
ed to the Contrary notwithſtanding, And becauſe every CHI p, 
which may happen to be born in ſuch Houſes, may be conſider d 
as a Birth extraordinary or Mix Aculous, ſuch Child ought to 
be deem'd a Deadand, if a Male, and conſecrated from his Birth: 
and if a Female; (ſince Superſtition is ſtill likely to proceed on 
its old Principles) hence alſo we ſhou'd obtain a ſacred Order of 
Palladian Virgins, who, according to the ancient, and original 
Deſign of their Inſtitution, * might become a Nurſery or 
Seminary for the Chuxch. And ſo much for the Cure of 
\ Fornication; which by this Method wou'd certainly be prevented, 
— * it could not be cured, the Evil wou'd be turned into 
(406, Cc.) He concludes therefore, that in every Chuxcn 
as the Vices of the Faithful fix no Stain on FarTH, ſo neither 
doth VIx rug make it Orthodox; but Fairy only ſanCtifies 
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To Schguxs erroneous, when they mean his Praiſe, 


Reſpect his PR1zsTs ; for ev'ry PRIEST is his, 456 
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either Virtue or Vice according to the MRRR WILL of the 
prieſt. If VIR TUR verified FaiTH, then the Limits of the 
CHURCH and the World wou'd be the ſame; and VIRTUE in all 
Times and Places wou'd be the ſole true Mark or Symbol of 
right FAITH, | Mt | | 5 
413-14.) A double Alluſion: One to the magical Rod 
formerly us'd in Mining; the other to the ſacred Branch, which 
Sybil in ViRGiL gives EnzAs, when ſhe conducts him to 
lyüum. 95 ; ; 
youre The Simplicity of the Invians of Hiſpaniola is 
well drawn by PETER MaRTyYR from the Teſtimony of 
CoL.umMBus : One of whom firſt diſcover'd, the other firſt 
deſcribed that New World. They are content with ſo little, 
« that in ſo large a Country they have rather Superfluity than 
i Scarceneſs, Among them the Land is common as Air, Light, 
« or Water; ſo that they ſeem indeed to live in the Golden 
« World, without Toil, in open Gardens not intrenched with 
« Dykes, nor divided with Hedges, nor defended with Walls. 
« Healthful by Temperance and Exerciſe, and honeſt by Nature, 
te they deal truly one with another, without Laws, without 
« Books, and without Judges. They eſteem him a Monſter, 
«& who takes Pleaſure in doing Hurt to another.“ Here indeed 
was a noble Field for Improvement; but falling under the 
Management of Bigots, this Scene of natural Beauty was 
or Wl preſently changed into a Scene of Deformity and. Horror: 
While under Pretence of Converting theſe innocent People. 
d, WW to the Practice and Diſcipline of a more pure and divine Religion, 
t0 WF all the groſſeſt Corruptions of Fraud and Vice were introduced; 
and all the Cruelties of Avarice, Rapine and Superſtition were 
ſuperadded. The naked Inhabitants were hunted with Dogs; 
Wives and Daughters raviſh'd before the Eyes of Huſbands 
and Fathers; and Children murder'd, and torn to Pieces in 
the Sight of helpleſs Parents. All this was done by Chriſtians 
0 Savages and Babarians ; by holy Prieſts, who were Chriſ- 
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Who finds him in his Corti by what ian 
So &er diſtinguiſh'd, howſoe er miſdrawn 


They 


tiansin Name only, to thoſe, who tho' call'd Savage und Bar. 


barous, were Chriſtians indeed : For they were mild, juſt and 
benevolent | The ſame Fraud and Corruption, tho? not with 


equalCruelty, have been introduced among the other Indian 
Nations by other Europaan Strangers, who afterwards frequent · 


ed thoſe Weſtern Regions; the honeſt Quakers only excepted, 
who ſettled in Pen/ylvania ; the Effects of which are at this 


time particularly ſeen and felt by our Colonies in thoſe Parts, 
The Miſſionaries of Superſtition, it ſeems, have taught the 
Indians to eſteem Britons as a Nation of Infidels and Atheiſts 


Towards theſe, Cruelty is meritorious ; and that Inhumanity, 
which ev'nin a State of War is monſtrous, is now become 
ew among them, the Effect of Religion. The Practice indeed 
is horrible ! and by deſtroying every Inſtin&t of Morality and 
natural Affection, muſt at length introduce the worſt Tyranny 
of Superſtition in thoſe fruitful Countries, This, no doubt, is 


chiefly intended by thoſe Miſſionaries; it is their Trade, They 


are train'd and diſciplin'd i in Fraud and Cruelty, But in Briton 


who are born and bred in a Land of Freedom; who are Friendt 


WW. 5 nnd Guardians of Chriſtian Liberty; as the Conſequence can 
nmnever be/approv'd or intended, fo the Practice is as contrary to 


their Genius, as to the Dignity and Honour of human Natur. 


It is really aftoniſhing that ſuch a Scene of Cruelty ſhou'd arif 
from a Religion founded on the Principle of UN IYERSAI 
 -BenxvoLencs | The Aftoniſhment however will ceaſe, when 
| we conſider, which is true in fact, that as in all Civil Inftitu 
tions, founded in Common Senſe, and common Right, the 


Progreſs is from Good to Better; fo in all religious Syſt 
founded in Superſtition, the Progreſs is from "Bad, 


The former are improv'd and perfected by Time and "Exper 
ence ; the latter corrupted, Bp former begin, .as Nera 
$6 al 


They deviouſly believe. What tho' they preach 
Perdition to * FAITHFUL ? TzuTH dares own 
; Reſpec 


| Ml allows, with an imperfect Aſſociation of rude and ignorant 
Men; the latter always aſſumes, or pretends the moſt undiſputed 
41 Maxims of NATURAL Law, which eaſily gaining Authority, 
i lips gradually and unſuſpected into thoſe blind Engagements, 
which produce and eſtabliſh Tyranny. This Progreſſion of 
human Affairs, which never reſt in a Point, is manifeſted by 
Experience. Is any thing, at this Day, more odious to a ſin- 
„ cere Proteſtant, or ev'n to ſome Romani/ts, than Jeſuitiſin, or 
than the Founder of that Sect, I6NnaT1us Loyola? And yet 
perhaps his Character is miſtaken and miſrepreſented by both. 
„A curious Paſſage in the Life of Papas PAL O the Venetian, 
will render this Opinion probable. 4 PaDRR Boraniciia 
« was one of the TEN Companions of IoATITUs, and living 
„when PAoro flouriſh'd, One time he freely told Paoto 
u © that it was never the Deſign of his Maſter, that his Comp: 

"7 Ml © ſhould follow thoſe Maxims, which already had gained a 
„ thority among them. That if he could return to, life again, 
71 he wou'd not know his Diſciples, ſince in fo. ſhort a time, 
i, Ml © they had deviated ſo much from their original Inſtitution, that 
« they acted quite contrary to the Spirit and Deſign of it.” 
See here then an Inſtance of Corruption, which gr 
Inſtitution ſo early, as immediately upon the Death = oa 
der ge occaſion to one of his Diſciples to complain, and 

it ſeems, ev'n to ſeparate himſelf from his Company. The 
Caſe of BoBADIGLIA ſeems very much to reſemble that of 
Mark the EVANGELIST, who, by refuſing the Biſhopric of 
Alexandria, ſhew'd, that ev'n Then ſome Corruption had been 
introduc'd either into the Hiſtory or Doctrine of his Maſter. 
And indeed, if we may be allow'd to judge, and to ſpeak freely, 
there appears to be ſo great a Difference, and ev'n Contrariety, _ 
between the prime Principles, and the ſeveral Parts of that In- 
N that whereas the Great OUT-LINES are clearly _— | 


CORES ESSE 


n 
XY 


TM) 
Reſpect to ERROR, when its Exp is GRACE, 46s 
And aims at ReFoxmaTion. Mindful yet XP 
| Nen 
and ſtrongly n according to TRUTH aud the Law of 


..., NarvuE, they are afterwards fill'd up by t thoſe, who vrit the 
Hiſtory, and manag'd the Deſign, in a Manner which couhterads, 
and deſtroys the original Intention. In the firſt appear the great- 


eſt ſimplicity and plainneſs of .pure "THEM ; while the other | 


js crouded and: igtricated with artificial Obſeurity, Ambiguity, 
and Contradiction, which grew apace into that Syſtem of ob- 
ſtinate Superſtition, which for many Ages prevailed ; till in 
the XVI Qegtury by the Reſurrection of Letters it was a little 
check'd and reſtrained. So that if Jeſus ſhou'd return into the 
World, he wou'd hardly know. his own Hiſtory and Doctrine, 
Hot only as it is Now underſtood, but neither thro' all the inter- 
from bo Changes and Depravations, which have been introduced 
Death to the preſent Time. 4 
, Thee Corrup tioi grew at laſt into IMPLICIT F AITH, and 
"IngALLIBILITY. 2.5 Padre PAOLo being at NAPLEs. When 
me Conſultations were held among the CLERGY*Concerning 
the Means of ſupporting them; BELLARMIN, afterwards CAR- 
DINAL, whiſper'd in his Ear, <<" Theſe re the Things that 
&« have made GrrMany revel; and will progitice” the /ſame 
4 Revo ions in FRaxcx, and in other Ki loms.“ The 
HiERA HEY however, "inſtead '6f profitit by ſugh 
contidiue to ſtumble on thro? all the Miſts 20 Dal 
phecy, Miracles, Myſtery, and implicit Faith; and amidſt 
clear Light of Nas and Reaſon, compel us either, to ſhut our 
Eyes, or to acknowledge that they alone can ſee 5 ; While like 
\Knights-Errant they courteouſly offer themſelves, "as -Guides 
to conduct us thro' all theſe intricate Labyrinlliy, Which they 
Lang an have contrived, and as Guardians againſt thoſe 
2 Dragons, and monfirous Forms, which without their Aid, 
and ev'n by their Command, ſtand ready to devour us. And for 
this great Deliverance _ W no other Reward but 2 


n! ß 


Men are but Men, when MOST THOU TRUSTS, BEWARE, 
Stretch not Eſteem ta Homage. Be nor SLavs 
Nor 


with all Humility we- proſtrate durſelves before the Lady of 
their Affection, who with I@6NoRANCE at her Right Hand, and 


-at her Left CRgDULITY.#. its itthroned'in a Cloud of Darkneſs, 


"whoſe variable Beings ſtill changing thro' numberleſs fantaſtic 
Forms, and ſtrange Apparitions, is known by the Name of 
Superflitionss s mn , —_ + 
(.440.) The Poet having.ſhew?d the Incertainty and Confu- 
fon of Implicit FArrn, andartifigfl. Creeds, and the univerſal 
Diſorder of Superſtition-and Bigotry; proceeds to-ſhew on what 
Foundation Belief and Knowledge may reſt, one in probability, 
the other in certainty ! This; Foundation is NæruR R. Na- 
TURE is the Work of GOD; And in his Wonks his WIL IH 
or Law is revealed. Fram. theſe” therefore all real Knowledge 
is derived. And in Proportien as Knowledge is RRAT, the 
devsk of DuTY or Obligatiog- becomes REAL All. For tho? 
the great CREATOR hath ſo} conſtituted human Nature, tWat all 
Duty and-Obligation begins from SENs E, and ultimately ends" 
it; yet they have not their full Force and Moment, till thoſe 
SENSES, from which they ariſe, become the Objects of Know- 
ledge, and are recognis d by Reflexion. Before ſuch Reflexion, Duty 
is attended with. a ſort of Obſcurity ſomething like thac which 
attends Impliett Faith. In this only they differ, which is thdeed | 
a great Difference, that Here the Impreſſion is made by the 
Artifice of MAN, There by the Wiſdom of GOD.” Hence it 
is that Brute Animals, whoſe Senſes never become to them the 
Objects of Reaſon, or Reflexion, do yet act more uniformly, 
and conſiſtently with Nature, than MAx, who tho' capable of 
ſuch Reflexion, is yet trained by Cuſtom and wrong Diſeiplin to 
counteract it. And hence too appears the Neceſſity of right Diſ- 
ciplin or Education, that no Tendencies or Inclinations may hs 
ſuperadded to the Mind, which in their Progreſs may counteract 
Nature, but only Culture and K ide added to thoſe, which 
| ; | | in 


of the Senſe from which it is originally derived, and to the Cate 


Sum of human Duty and Happineſs, - 


IL. 
Nor ScoxxER. Gladly hear ſtrong Reaſon's Voice 
Tongu'd by the Man, who loves it ;and ſince THAT 465 i ( 
| 1 Cries ! 


in their Progreſs advance it to perfection. Thus the Moray 


SENSE is the firſt natural Tendency to VikTuE, which by a 

flow Progreſſion becomes ConsC1ENCE ; and when by Uſe and 
Diſcipline they Both become the Objects of Reflexion, they then 
conſtitute a full and perfect Obligation. This Obligation is felt I u 
and acknowledg'd. in Proportion to the Strength and Clearneſt t 


and Diligence employ'd in recogniſing it. And hence by Repe- 
tition and Cuſtom, Conſcience itſelf becomes a Natural In- 


controls, and regulates all the Sentiments, the Affectione, and 
the Actions of Man. Laſtly, by theſe Steps the Mind ad- 
vaneing in a natural Progreſſion, ſees, and recogniſes the Great 
AvuTHor of NATuRE; that Farrn, LoyALTY, or Aut 
GIANCE to GOD is the firſt Law, or Obligation, and the 
Second is CHARITY, or Lovs of MAnKinD, All this out 
Poet proves by regular Deduction in the following Part of 
his Work; and cancludes with our Nopt.s BrrTion Pu 
LOSOPHER, Who in his Exquixy hath demonſtrated with the 

reateſt Force of Reaſon, and Beauty of Expreſſion, that 
—. TRUTH, „ That ALL 1s Riour;“ and that the 
united Powers of PET and ViRTus contain the whole 


4 * 


462.) A needful Caution, like that of EpichAnuvs in 
Cicrro : | — 1 


Nag, u Lind ATIIETEIN' dplpa mapra vun m.. 


; (464.) 180 Nor Sonni e co an Bioor, Di 
very ignorant, and very proud with Implicit Faith, and im- | 
puted Righteouſneſs, deſpiſes, and condemns REASsoN. If you het 


mention the wonderful Truths diſcovered by New TON, he Was 
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Free thy chain'd Soul from Fears unworthy GOD, 


tho) 


Cries Lins ary, mani by ſervile Dread, 


And 


Replies with Contempt, . Without all this Toil and Pride, 
« and Vanity of Knowledge, I ſhall know more in Heaven.” 
When DioG@ents, {'tis ſaid) viſited PLA ro, he was receiv'd 
with great Reſpect, which however did not hinder him from 
treading with his dirty Feet on the Velvet Cuſhions, and 
rich Carpets ; and aſſuming an Air of Severity, Thus,” 
ſays he, .I. trample on the Pride of P)aTo.” The Anſwer 
of that polite Philoſopher wou'd do well enough for our 

Orthodox. Scorner: But with more Pride thou doſt it, good 
« DIOGENREsS,” From the ſame Foundation the Poet in his 
Eſſay ſeems to have drawn his ſerious Banter: 


« Superior Beings, when of late they ſaw 

„ A MORYAL MAN UNFOLD ALL Narurt's Law; 
« Admir'd ſuch WispoM in a HUMAN Starr, 
And enxzWw'D a NawTton as Men sMRW an Avg!” 


Bat in Truth the Praiſe of unfolding the Law of NaTure, 
a it relates to the Conſtitution, the Practice, and the Happineſs 
of MAN, ſeems more properly to belong to the Noble Phi- 
loſopher, before quoted, than to any other, ancient or modern 
whoſe Adverſaries, 1 his Style, and pilſering his 
Principles, have only dar'd to attack ay as in Homer HC ros 
combats ACHILLES. in his own Armour. Theſe in Reality are 
the only Ayzs, that deſerve to be ſhew'd ; while by a certain 
ſcenical or mimetic Repreſentation, they vainly exhibit Dairy, 
it were in = Tragedy, and only to untie ſome Knot, which 
they themſelves have made, and which after all their abſurd. 
Diligence remains as faſt as before. | 

(464-5.). The Poet in this Place ſeems to charadteriſe the 


/ 


ate excellent Dr. Fos rER, whoſe Eloquence and Reaſon were 


RY 25 his Candour, Benevolence and Integrity. 


8 2 bu IRE! 


(100) 
And love him for Himſelf. This Duty felt, ö 
While OBLIOATIO is but WII I's Conſent © 1 a 
With Consciencz harmonizing, ERR thou may'ſt, 470 
Unwillingly thou can'ſt not s1w. Were ons 
| ; 12 955 Prime 


, (470-1.) It was noted before that Condions4 is founded on 
Mon Al Saxsz; and on Conſcience, Obligation. And when 
the WII I, which is nothing more than a Tendency to Hap- 
pines, agrees, and harmoniſes with Conſcience, then we feel, 
and fulfill that Firſt and perfect Duty of Farrn, Allegiance, 
or LoyaLTy to GOD, mentioned before, This is. po 
FREEDOM, agreeable to thoſe ſage Verſes of CLEANTHRS ;* 


i Conduct me Thou of Beings Cauſe divine, f 

« Where'er I'm deſtin'd in thy great Deſign ; OR 

& Active I follow on; for ſhowd my WII 
Reſiſt, Im Iinpious, but muſt follow ſtill.“ 


There ſeems to be no other Freedom of 'WiLL than This ; 
which is the Conſent, or Agreement of it with Conſcience. 
That is, when the W1LL, or Tendency to Happineſs correſ- 
ponds with NATURE, or the WILL and Law of GOD, 
The Reſiſtance made againſt this Tendency is indeed an 
inert, impotent, or paſſive Power, + ariſing from Implicit 
FAlrRH, or receiving wrong Direction from Paſſion, or falſe 
Opinion, deriv'd either from partial and imperfect Views of 
NaTvRE, or from the artificial Impediments of Superſtition, 
and Bigotry, which produce the ſame Effect, only in a greater 
Degree, and more malignant. To ſuppoſe the WIIL, when 
Vicz and VIRTUE are clearly ſeen, felt and recogniſed, free to 
chuſe either, is agreeable to the Doctrine of thoſe, who Soren 


See an Elly on Bappinqh, &c, by = — - Hannu. 
4 lenava ATED; Per 


Ne'er had thine Witt been are Dare not doubt 


( 101 ) 


Prime Form, Oxx Cazzp, th- Almighty Maker $ will, 


But 


VizTuz and Vice to be founded only i in CusToOM, Fashion, 
or arbitrary Command. So LVucRETTUs: 


— f Faris avolla VoLUNTAS, | 1 


Cuſtom and Education may ſtrengthen, alter or corrupt the 
moral Sevse, but can no more create it, than the Senſe of ſee- 


ing. The Mind, by, a conthnual Effort, may perhaps attain - 


ſomething like the Freedom of W1LL1NG contrary to NATUKE, 
but this Power, or. rather Impotence, which may be properly 
called the Deception of Vics,* is Nothing but our own Miſtake, 
ariſing from imperfect Views of NATURE ; by which we are im- 
perceptibly led by a general Law, while we fancy ourſelves to 
be guided by mere WILL ; whereas our REAL FREEDOM is only 
a perceived Concord, or Harmony of our own WILL with the 
Law of NaTturg, Wilt or GOD, or divine NECESSIT v,. 
For the Deſires all tend to natural Objects; or if otherwiſe, the 
unnatural Tendency muſt proceed either from Diſeaſe, oi Vio- * 
lence, Now if the WII I be indeed Deſire of Happineſs, it can 


be only a Combination of ſingle Deſires, by cuſtom complicated nk 5 1 


and connected, and regulated by Reaſon; from whence it ſhould 
ſeem to follow, that as ſingle Deſires all tend to natural Objectsy/ 
ſo the WII I alſo ſhould tend to natural Objects, and not do im- 
poſſibilities. But, if ſeeing Vice to be, what it really is, the 
Diſeaſe of the Mind, we ſhould yet chuſe it as a Mean of Hap- 
pineſs, the W1LL would then tend to Impoſfibility ; which is 


abſurd, And this ſhews the Vanity of Superſtition, and of every 
artificial Motive of the WII L, which muſt be either fooliſhly, 


or wickedly applied, when it doth not correſpond. with Tarn 


and NATURE, 


« This is called in 8. 8. the Drcuryasizuees of Sm. 
— y +: (4751 ge!) 
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But Hz, whoſe WILL was Pow's, whaſe Pow'r compells, ä 
Had molded Ar l to that ont Foxx helov'd. © 435 | 
| Loves he not Unity ? hedoth. - But know |. 
The Unity GOD loves, is lodg'd ip Ming: OY 
I A ; f "Ts 
(475, Ce.) There i is tha — and Unity of WII I. 
With Regard to the former, it may be obſerved, there are no 
Degrees of Perception. When the s Au TruTH is perceived 
by many, it is alike perceived, here are many TRUTH, to 
which all Mankind have xvzu Mfented ; and a Collection of 
theſe would form a Cxzgp, which might properly be called 
CATHOLIC FAITH, © But this Unity is not the Purpoſe of ar- 
tificial Cu EDS. Such CxRExs are uſually a Collection of In- 
KEGULARsS, or of Things, in which Mankind diſagree moſt, 
and which agree leaſt with NaTurz. Hence they become 
Marks of Diſtinction, and Motives of Diſcord, ———Uyirr 
of WIII centers in thoſe two great Principles, Lovs of GOD, 
and Lovs of Man ; Each of theſe may be conſidered either az | 
Affection, or Duty, Affection is natural, and neceffary: 
when it becomes the Object of Reflection, the Duty, or Ov. 
. gation ariſing from it, is made perfect by Recognition, The 
more therefore we ſtudy, and — the Works of 9 
Affection and conſequential Obligation will ariſe mare pure, ſtron 
nnd perfect. This, as was ſaid before, is perfect Fatzbom, 
perſesſ Freedom cannot be without Fa 88-THINKING, wet 
= _ Knowiedgeof NaTurE, and of the WII L, os Law of 
EF © free from artificial Reſtraint, and mere arbitrary It 
* Voithout ſuch Freedom, no Law, er Duty being felt, on under: 
x flood, nothing can be producpfs.. but implicit Farrn, or Subs 
- miſſion to mere arbitrary Command, with conſequential Viee 
And Corruption. For whatever may be pretended, without ſuch 
Knowledge of Natuax, Affection and conſequent Obligation 
2 * can be derived only from Dreams, and Chimeras of Imagination, 
e Feen upriion and nr, pd raden every de. 
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"Tis the Heart's conſcious Glow, that beats to thank, 
Not ſcrutinize his Bounty! *tis the Chain 


That links Ix TEN TIox in one Warmth of Witt, 480 
Not binds in one forc'd Act of outward Form! 


Thus 


*ruption of the Mind, more dangerous and melons * in 
private Life, every Sort of Vice grows and prevails more and 
more: In Religion, Diſcord, Hatred, and Perſecution ; and in 
States, either T'yranfly and Oppreſſion with ſervile Subjęction; 
or, where. ſome Mixture of Freedom remains, there we find the 
moſt juſt and mild Government perplexed and diſturbed by con- 
tinual Seditions, Freaſons, and Nebellions. He that is not true 
and faithful to GON, can never he true and faithful to MAN 
and the more there is of Juſtice and Truth in human Govern- 
ment, that is, the more it approaches to the RE Aso and 
Tavrn of divine Government, ſo much the more theſe Cor- 
ruptiona. prevail, in Proportion a8 Superſtition was admitted in 
the original Plan of ſich Government, or was afterwards intro- 
duced and adopted by a ſtrange Sort of monſtrous Mixture, called 
“An Alliance between Cnuncn and State.“ Now UnrTY of 


FA1TH on ſuch a fantaſtical Foundation, is a mere CRIME R 2 * 
All that can be done when Men affect to build ſuch atrial Fabrics, . 
is to give the ſame NAME to a THinG which is continually * 


changing, and to expreſs and ſupport, by the ſame * TY 


an implicit Beljef of Doctrines, which either cannot 
ſtood, becauſe myſterious, or cannot be believed, becauſe. i incon- 


ſiſtent. And even this were tolerable, perh perhaps, if co 122 F 


were not added; ind if the Managers of ſuch artificial Sytt 


of Fairy and ſupernatural Meteorology, did not explain it 6. 
as either to make it unintelli ible, or to make us ſee, it can 


only ſerve cheir ol Which indeed ate "plaicly - © 


enough diſcovered in the Contrivance, and more plainly in the 


Execution, by .gratifying PRIDE and Sly and * op 42 £ 
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The Altitude of Heaven ! but if compell'd 
lag. Fo lend thy _ Ear, oſt preſs'd too hard, 


this ee that while it conſiſts only in mere ne 


(164). 
Thus thinking thou wilt feel the Gopuz ap RIGHT 
Unclofing in a Houſe of jointed Stone 


HIN, in whoſe Temple twenty thouſand Suxs 


Are lighted Lamps, and all their ſpangly Worlds 485 
Form F ootſteps co his Altar. This believe, 

And dread no Vengeance on miſtaking Man, 
Unadequate to Man's brief Pow'r in Sin, 

Offending Point of implicated Will, 


Py Gainſt him beneath whoſe Smile the Stars catch F ire! 498 


Fila with Ideas thus becoming Man, 


| Pity the Zeal-touch'd Bicor, who contracts 


To Superſtition's Gloom Religion 8 Joy, | 
8 Adoration into Dread. 1 
Who, ſtraining his dull Fancy's. miſty 33 | 495 7 
Peeps thro? his narrow Soul's dim Loophole Winker 
And inſolently, by his own Scale, takes „ 5 


ASIF ws 5 


9.) The Wi, belly only Ya! e Reſult, "of — | 

Pole of various Deſires, hence ariſe various and ſomefimes op- 

of \ AttraQtions ; and while theſe often act inftantaneoully, the 
ind perceives not their true Moment, Hence the Will becomes 


L. and confuſed. Miſtakes ariſe ; but theſe Miſtakes 


when involuntary, are only Points of Deviation, while in general, 


it holds a right Courſe to Happineſs, and Wann with Cox - 


| bannen and the Order of NATURE: n. | i 
(409 .) Nothing ſhews the Spirit of Bioerur more truly than 


48% * * 
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By Self-ſufficiency of teazing Fairy, 500 
That, knowing Nothing, will be ſure of ALL; 3 
Hear with dumb Smile; and aſk'd why Reaſon's Range 


Acquits Diſſention ? teach thy judging Eye 
To read GOD's Anſwer, in his Works, for Man, 


e Nr To Know, and accordingly with Scorn rejects the 
Means of Conviction, and Improvement, yet pretends to be 
« SURE of every Thing, and to direct and execute even the 
« SECRET Purpoſes of the ALMIGHTY.” REAsoN, it muſt be 
confeſſed, has a hard Task, when in contending with ſo blind 
an Adverſary, and being obliged to oppoſe Brute Force, it is re- 
preſented as contending with GOD. In anſwer therefore to the 
Zealot, who proves the Neceſſity of one Bclief, or of Unity of 
Farrn, from the WILL of GOD, our Poet joins Iflue, by ap- 
pealing to his Won ks; in which is plainly manifeſted a SAME- 
NESS, or UNIT Y, amidſt an infinite V ARIETY.* But this Unity 
is not a Sameneſs of Names, or of Fox MS and Mopks of Belief, . 
and Worſhip, but of Deſign expreſſed and executed by infinite 
Variety of Means; which in Man, is UniTy- of WILL and 
REAsoN, contending to one Point of Happineſs, ALLEGIANGE 
to Gor, and BenzvoLENnct to Man.——This is the Doctrine 
of our religious and philoſophical BAR D; and this the Anſwer: 
which he ſuppoſes GOD. makes by his Works i in behalf of MAN; 
whom the alot blindly affecting to exalt him to Divinity bx 


Z 


implicit Faxrn, in reality degrades to the loweſt Rank of Bru- 1 


tali 0 A 
( 2 ) « Read GOD's Anſwer, i in his Works, for Mag,” | 

| The Poet doth not mean that GOD made the World: folely 
for the Sake of Man. This is the vain and arrogant Doctrine 
of the Zealot, whom he hath here attempted to refute. Ibe 
Meaning is, that GOD himſelf, in“ bis Works, anſwers. this EY * | 
Queſfion for Man, whoſe Conſcience, though neceſlarily ſuhject J 
to Law NATURAL, or DIVINE, yet is not jntended_to be 
4 to mere WII I, or arbitrary Command. ä 


** Hu reursox, We, — * 


1 
4 


(106 ) 


Where do Tay tell thee — was his Choice? | 5% 


How various are his Creatures ? various all 
His animal, his vegetable Tribes ; 


Earth's, Air's, wide Ocean's Products, all unlike ; e 


In Qualities, Forms, Colours, diff rent all. 
Tread but ch enamel d Mead, or oer yon F ields 510 


( 306) And this Truth he proves by a Deduction of Parti- 
eulars. The Proof derives its Force from Knowledge of 
NATURE. Knowledge of NATURE is Knowlege of 7 
for NArunz is his Work, his WILL, his Law ; 
therefore (as Lord BACoN ſays) * there was .NEVER. you 
„ CLE wrought to convert an ATHEIST, but to convert the 
« IvoLAaTERs and Superſtitious.” For MiRAcLEs bein 
Part of Superſtition, it has always been found more * 
drive out one Species of it by another, and to chan 
to cure it. MiRAcLes violate the Order and ü 
NATURE ; and are therefore apply d by the Reden 2 
artificial Means to form an Unity of Belief not founded 5 


NATURE, and as they do not correſpond with Narunt, 


they overthrow, or corrupt, the genuin Proof, and Reve- 
lation of Dzirv, and fo always introduce either ATHz- 


ISM,'or POLYTHEISM. © The flow Progreſs *, .of NaTuRY 
44 (ſays Biſhop BERKLET,) is the Way, in which GON 


reveals his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, Withoyt that Uniformity, 


'« which we call NATURE, all human Deiign, Sagacity and 
% REAs0N wou'd be Nothing,” MIRACLES, therefore, in- 


Read of proving that Unity of FAI Th, which the Religioniſt 
intends, are themſelves anproveable. We have no Feeling, of 


' Conſciouſneſs of their Reality; no Proof from Experience: 
Nothing ſw¾ays in this Caſe but Report, or Tradition; which 


working by Credulity, and fomented b y Authority, the Fermen- 


tation riſes gradually, till. Credulity becorics Implicit F rig ; 


and Authority ſwells into rann 5 


- 


oat Ss eo wo 


r bots bot fed % trot. -_ 


PR. 


. haut 2464 tn © font  hwad 


Try there thy pleas d Attention-z ſnuff this Air, * 


(167) 


rTwixt the wide waving Corn ſes thy Way 
Or, partial ta the Garden's painted Proofs, 


Pregnant of Fragrance, and con tending Sweets, 
How numberleſs the Scents? yet each diſtin, 515 
Ofev'ry Tree's known Bloom. Mark well thoſe F low'rs, - 
Lowlieſt, yet lovelieſt ! Excellence depreſs d! : | 
Worth trampled by Deſpiſers ! ſhort-liv'd Sweets ! 

How oppoſitely foft the ſtreak-touch'd Shades 5 
That tinge their fragrant Loſtres ? Some receive 52 
A milder Light, and blend the gilded Rays : 

In delicate Confuſion ; ſome erect * 5 

Their tufted Stems, or with. alternate Bells, 

Fall graceful : blooming all in v@nal Youth 


Smile the gay Daughters of the chearful Springs 6286 A 
Others with prouder Air affect to ſhine, . 


Boldly they court the Sun's more potent Bean, 
And gathering all the mingled Blaze of Day, 
Put out Imagination.— Turn thine Eye | 
From Pity due to Beauty, rifled hogs 
By the rude Luſt of Spoilers Now look out. 
On yon fair opening. Plain. There Herb meets, Her bv, 
All green, yet none reſembling !_ Shades leſs deep, 
Touch Lights more ſoft' ning, feaſtful to the Eye. 


That dwells on their Diſtinctions J ſtill new glows E . i 
Diverſify the Verdure's Auid Surge, „„ 
And dance delightful on. the wavy Bend 1 N 


(108 ) | 


Next up the ſteepy Shelve aſcending ſo x 
Surmount the Down's high Top, whoſe turfy Mound 
Ends at the jutting Cliff that ſhades the Shore. 15 540 
Hence to the wing-divided Air extend © © 
Survey's charm'd Outlet. O'er this upper Sea, | 
Where Meditation founders, various Flights 
| Croſs-cut the winnow'd ther; black, white, grey, 
Red, blue, brown, golden, verdant, motley- Hair d 545 
Diſtinct in Shape, in Colours, and in Voice, 

None looks, none calls like other; no Tweet Bird 
That beats the pathleſs Air, but pours new Nc otes 3 
Diff'rent from ev'ry plumy Rival's Song. os 

Now from the Steep of this high Rock look down, 85 50 I 
Where the broad Sea, ſcarce heard, rolls murm ring in. E 
Ponder the Deep s mute Legions—1 nfinite 
Their Species Still mbre infinite their Shapes, 
Bulks, Movements, —as their various Ways of Life 3 
All diff rent. till Imagination 3 
To note their various Natures | Can it be, . 
That he, who fill'd each crouded Element 
With unreſembling Sons of endleſs Change— Os 
Peopled each Drop of World with varied States = 
Each Leaf with new-ſhap'd Nations numberleſs, 560 
Minims of Subſtance,. evaneſc cent Forms, « £71 Wk 
That ſhun Perception's microſcopic n 1 
Thro* infinite Diviſibilit y, 1 
| Affecting pointleſs N othing, to eſcape „ - 
DiinRtion” O Line, yet each preſerving furs 50 


ay , ” — , 7 boot 


8 (109) 

Its deſtin'd Form ;—that nz who veil'd each Path. 

To Heav'n's blue Lawns with ſhadowy Clouds, that ſhift 
Deception's Diſtance, changing ſtill the Scene 


Magnificently new, attemp'ring Lights, 
Thar teach the Sun's too fervid Beam to break 80% 
In coloury Rays, and touch the Sight more ſafe : —— 
Can it be poſſible that Hz! pleas'd Pow'r! 
Who o'er Creation's Glebe ſow'd Seeds of Change, 
| Shou'd but from Unirty's bare Harveſt reap ; 


And burn for Tares thoſe beauteous Growths he rais 'd, 

To ſmile in lov'd VARIETYI O Pride! 576 

Rank Pride, and Dullneſs of aſſuming Man! | 
| No.——Let me always with pure Love adore 
4 Him Ons, Creator of unnumber'd Worlds | 
' Perpetual Source of Life. i in endleſs Forms, 580 


n 


| > 568.) The Perceptic on of Diſtance comes by 'Uſe from 
we Intervention of Objects. A Line extended from the Eye 
wou d ſuggeſt no Perception of Diſtance. The Diſpoſition of 
„dhe Clouds in this Reſpect is very wonderful, as well as in tem- 
5 pering and varying by different Reflexions the Rays of Light 
which otherwiſe wou'd be too bright for the Sight, and too 
uniform to produce that infinite Variety of beautiful Appear- 
ances, which continually adorn the Sky. I think it is Mr. 
| MW RicyarDson, who in his Eſſay on PAIx TIN, ſays, „the 
Proſpect of the Sky alone is a Counterbalance to half the 
1 ee of Life:“ and Sir W. TENIE, © that r. fine Dax 1 
8 is the greateſt of all ſenſual Pleaſures.” _ 
; 8 Se.) This Error of Zealots, by which they pode” 
end the Glory of GOD is advanced, when they wou'd* 
- W compel Belief of their own artificial and chimerical CREEDS, 
dn only happen when PRipE is miſtaken for Religion of” 2» 
| L 173.) or as another great Poet well expreſſes it, 


42 « When HELL i is built on SeirE and Hzav'n on a range, 85 
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(1160) 


And ſure Succeſſion of revolving Changes, 
Combin'd in uwironM VarttEry—  - 


Ais 


(581, Cc.) We fee UniFormuTY amidſt VAaritTy diC. 
play'd in every Part of NaTurRE, From the former, Rzea- 
on acquires Aſſurance ; and the latter, by exciting Curioſity 
and Admiration, becomes a perpetual Source of Knowledge 
and Satisfaction; while by the continual Power of Both, co- 
operating with the Mind, we gain inſenſibly an immediate, 
and as it were intuitive Knowledge of DzrTy, who thus by 
a marvelous Connexion reveals himſelf in his Works, 

this Inſtinct of a Finsr Cavs, Almighty, Wiſe, and Good, 


| ariſes that Noble and Original EnTHusia8M, which, being 


imperfectly underſtood, has produced various Effects, according 
to the Prevalence of thoſe three Qualities, or Attributes, of 


which it is compoſed, When in the Imagination Power alone 


prevail'd, the Impreſſion produced Dread: ovary ad Page 


ſition z when Wiſdom, it excited thro* Weakneſs of Imitation, 
Craft, Artifice; and Impoſture ; and when the Notion of Goot- 
neſs was moſt predominant in the Mind, it raiſed Hope, 
Love, Preſumption, and Fanaticiſm., Moſt commonly a Mix- 
ture of all Theſe together wou'd be the Effect of this In- 
2TINCT, whoſe blended Operations wou'd produce all thoſe 
various Forms and Revolutions of Religion, which in the 
Courſe of Ages have appear d in the World 4 but when «t 
laſt it. becomes the Object of Reaſon,” and is recognis'd and 
regulated by a juſt View ot NATURE, it then diſcovers the 


+ all Truth and Virtue, and of all Law and REH 1Iorow. It may 


be truly called the PRIME PHILOSorHVY; or That to which: 
all Law and Religion, as to their firſt Principles, muſt be 
reduced, It hath been called Lronr, “ Vion, f Wend, 
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* 3 * * by Him ! Man moſt 


Ev'n when moſt miſtaking, - Joyful ſee 

His Goodneſs in his various Works diſpl ay d, 585. 
And fearleſs truſt his mild paternal Pow'r. | 

[ live but by his Mercy, and want wg 

To juſtify his Anger. If I ruſh 2s 

| RR 


ineffable, and impoſſible. to be revealed *. And tho' in an- 
cient Times, while Reaſon was in a State of Infancy, it 
ſeems to have been ſcarce recognis'd evin by thoſe great 
Genii, who aſſum'd · the Office of Legiſlators, and effected 
an immediate Intercouſe, and Communication with DRI v 
yet in the Progreſſion of Reaſon, as NATuRs is more mi- 
nutely explored, and new Scenes of Order, Wiſdom and 
8 are difcovered, this t Principle of TruTH is more 

and acknowle d; which affords ev'en a Proba= 
v e Bae dad, that at laſt Att, Maxx ixp ſhall be par- 
takers of this great Univerſal Lronr, or REasoN, when the 
Darkneſs of Error, Superſtition and Bi6oTRY ſhall be diffi- 
pated, and in the Language of Mosss, when, AlL The 
« Lokn's PROPLE 8HALL BE PROPHETS, 

1 588.) We may apply, perhaps, with equal W and 
ev'n with more Force to this INSTINCT or NATURAL Ex THU- 
YASM the Obſervation of a great Critic, concerning the Lovs 
of ELoQUENCE, Which in his Time, it ſeems, thro' the Ar- 
dour of Youth and Inexperience, was noted ſometimes to he 
exceſſive, drronra yep cmaon NEOT N — AAOFOTS 
TW, ua de te ENOOTEINAFIE tt rr N OPMAZ f. 


Evo bu way To RAS TY Xt 13 85 kig Tov f wewte/ 

A . Toy jeey duv Worry nas IIA TEP A T0 74 HANTOZE 

lem TE Ipyov, a buporres dyn tig warras fh, PLATO. - 
+ D. HALL ICARN. See alſo thoſe excellent Letters &f | 


$BAFTEBURY which exhibit a . and 1 . « 
ab [2 9, Oc. 
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Aga inſt pure infint by his Goodnefs given 
gde Man's Caoice to Virtue; ſome ſure Fate 390 
Fic SutP rings adequate muſt puniſh Guilt, 


But how when where HE who decreed can tell. 
Ii by Miſtake on Life's blind Rocks I ſplit, 


There erring Weakneſs talls, but falling gains 
Strength, 


Young Men eſpecially, and They moſt of all who have this 
Inftin& ſtrongeſt, and moſt vivid, by the Deception of Paſſion 
are apt to fall into Error, Folly and Vice. They ſee not yet 
the Ax r of NATURE, by which we are all deceiv'd ſometimes 
to our own Good, and always to the general Good. Theſe 
Deceptions however vaniſh as RxasoN improves ; when Con- 
ſcience harmoniſing with WILL, the Senſe and Obligation of 
Vid rug becomes more perfect, and Things are ſeen in their 
proper Light, and true Proportions. See CHARACTERISTICS 
Vol. III. P. 37, 184, 202, Ec. 

(590, &c.) It is not here intended to by ſignified, that the 


Manner, the Time, or Place of Puniſhment is unknown to all 


but GOD; he who tranſgreſſes the Law, feels the Puniſhment, 
either immediately, as it hurts Conſcience, or conſcquentially, 
as it produces Effects, which hurt it. And this in the ſame 
Manner, (and unleſs human NATuxk be much corrupted) 
the ſame Neceſſity as any Wound, Bruiſe, or Diſeaſe hurts us. 
The Law of GOD executes itſelf. This Place is only intended 
againſt thoſe who ſubſtituting themſelves in Place of GOD, al: 
fume a Power of diſtributing Reward or Puniſhment, in an es 
trary Manner, without Regard to Turn, and the LAW of 
Narux x. 

_ (594, Cc.) In ſuch a Creature as Man, bene and 
variable, there is need of continual Caution. The Motto of the 
wiſe Man is CAvEN DO.“ According to the Doctrine of the 
Stoics, the Unton of the WILL with Ta urn, was expreſi d 


dy the Word Cansrancy, By Will, they meant Bars, 
z 


* 


r nao, Mz ea: io: 


LY "> rw, 5 W 


E 


(mz) 


Strength, by Experience taught to W more 4 595 


And needs no Pardon, for it meant no Wrong. 
If 


Deſire; by Ca UTION, rational Averſion. Theſe were thoſe 


EUPATHIES, or Riohr F EELINGS, which include all the NA- 
TURAL REFLECTIONS, and having TRurz for their Founda- 
tion, were permanent and conſtant. And thus the WILL and 
ConsCIENCE harmohizing with NATunx, produced that per- 
fect RESIGNATION to the .W1LL of GOD, which is the ſupreme 
Good and Happineſs of Man. Whether this ConsTANCY,' an 

perfect REs1GNATION doth not exceed the Power of the moiſt 
happy Genius, eſpecially in ſome dark Intervals, is more than 1 
pretend to know, or date affirm, The AtM however is certain- 
ly right 3 bur there is need of continual CauTioN, and 
above all things to avoid too much AFFECTATION and SE- 
cuRITY. Without this Caution, natural ENTHUSIASM is apt 


to run into Pris and PRESUMPTION, and either produces 


that high Species of FAN ATIcisM, whoſe Effects are too irregu- 
lar, and often dangerous, or into a State of rapturous INDoLENCE, 
and inactive QuigTtsM. At preſent, indeed, the Genius of - 
the Age ſeems little liable to theſe. Diltrders.; the Current 
ſeems to ſet another Way, and we are running into à con- 
trary Extreme, of Selfiſhneſs, Senſuality, and unmanly Vani« 
ties. Virtue is always beſt- when it. aims not to exceed the 


bounds of Nature; but when ev'n the Aim falls below that 


Mark, the Practiſe muſt be proportionably wrong. We have 
deen 10 long influenc'd by the Chimeras of Superſtition to 
direct our Aim at ſomething above NaTuRE, that it is no 
Wonder if in Practice we fall below it. *Tis hard to keep 
the middle Point. In this there ſeems to be too much Sim 
plicity, too much Gravity, and ev'n too much Severity. All 
theſe are diſagreeable; but they are only ſo, becauſe we are 
not early accuſtom'd to them; or becauſe, when we were 
accuſtom'd to them, we found them connected with incon- 
ſtent CkEEDS, which _ Reaſon, and with Viſions of 
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If thro' the rolling Tide and driving Storm, : 


Or gently waſted 1 2 more e fu ring Gales, 


Happineſs, which diſappointed Expectation. 80 a Fondneſi 
for Trifles ſucceeds a Fondneſs for Chimæras; and the meer 
'T rifle is certainly better than the folemn Trifle. In com- 


mon Life many things ſeem grievous by our own Fault, many 


by the Fault of others; all which Grievances are either 


| Cauſed or promoted by Superſtition, and then falſely attributed 


to a Corruption of Nature, For theſe Evils we ſeek a Rey 
fred y in vain from Superſtition. It increaſes the Complaint, 

he Managers of that Craft are either too vain to be fins 
cere, or too ſelfiſh to be truſted. They abſurdly pretend to 
guide without ſeeing, to teach without 4". * to perſuade 
without Kindneſs, to exhort without Authority, and to damn 
without Juſtice. The Doctors of this Caſt ſhew Heav'n to 
their Followers with a certain Inſolence and Caprice, ag 


| Children ſhew their Gewgaws, only to ſet the ſimple a long) 


ing, and to amaze them with the ſole Power and Privilege, 
which they pretend to have, of opening or ſhutting thoſe Evss+ 
LASTING GaTts, That Moment, that awful Moment of 
Darn, * they watch with a ſpiteful Diligence, to traverſe 
the. natural N of the Mind, which at THAT Time 


eſpecially ſeems by a certain Neceſſity to fix, and ſettle in 


R8816NATION: to DIT. How il muſt be the 
ractice ot thoſe ſolemn Impoſtors, who on their own Terms, 


and in their own Forms of Belief, expoſe 'Heav'n and Hell, 
| and ge, or take away at Pleaſure, * PxA R l Po 


Wir * „Beides the Cmeldes inflited on * e wink 
afterwards, and for which (otherwiſe hardly credible) we have 


the Teſtimony of a Spaniſh Biſhop; the preſent Practice of the 
Frinch Clergy is here hinted, who refuſe the Sacrament to thoſe 
Far die without deins 2 certain n or Confeſtion * 

AITH, | 9 


A 


ed, 4 
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My little Bark | gains fake the deſtin'd Port; 7 
Gladly I feel, and own th' almighty Pow'r, 600 


That leads me wan through the trackleſs Deep. 
Doubt 


while the helpleſs Tn, with equal Pain aſſents without 


Convidtion, or rejects with threatn'd Damnation! This Point 


of View, in which BIGO TRV is ſeen in its utmoſt Malignity, 
wou'd deſerve to be drawn by the Hand of a M. AnNGELo, 
or of a DAx R. One wou'd hope indeed this Subject cou'd 
never be realis'd in fact; but the Caſe is otherwiſe. It was 
uſual with thoſe, who firſt conquer'd and converted the Ixpi- 
Ans of AMERICA, to hunt thoſe harmleſs People with Dogs, 
when they hid themſelves from their Conquerors, and rejected, 
it ſeems, their Doctrine of Salvation. One of their Kings, or 


Caciques, had already delivered all his Gold to theſe dine N 


Mifhonaries; who, 78 on pretence that he concealed ſome of 


that precious. Metal, tied him to a Free, tore his Body with 


Dogs, and ſurrounded him with Fagots, like one who ſuffers 
by the Sentence of the InqQuIs1TIoN. Then, before the Fire 
was . the holy Prieſt with Heav'n in his Mouth, and his 


GOD in his Hand, fanQlifies this a e of impious 


Cruelty. | 
The PRIEST AND THE INDIAN. 
TIED to a Tree the fearleſs Indian flood, 


* 


While Dogs devour'd bis Limbs, and drank his — 1 


The ſolemn PRI Rs his gracious Aid apply d; 
P. « Tun, and adore thy GO D here Cavciey'y P44 


e Tf not; the Fire ſhall burn what Dogs have left: EY Rs ht 5 


bs Torn, and receive with Joy the proffer'd Gift. 


If GnAcx thou yet reject,. Then hear thy Doom — 5 
„The Dogs of HELL for ever ſhall conſume, | 


© And Fire Eternal ſhall for ever burn I 5 
« "we Rtubborn Heart with ceaſeleſs Rage !-——O Tony! + 
| H 2 6 Ta 
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Doubt all Cx EDS boldly then, but that alone 31 
Which ſtill reſerves the sEcRET Thincs to GOD, . 
To Max leaves VIR Tu, LovALTv and TRUTH. | 2 [ 
Appendant to no Pride mis-rob'd like Zeal 665 is 
; 5 e Hope ff - 
« Tux ! and thro' FarTH ETERNAL LIFE receive, —— 1 

J. You promiſe vainly what you cannot give. I 


[ % Your GOD was cRuciry'd ! his Fate I mourn: . 1 
2 * You threaten Fire! with Me then let him burn; —— 
The Life My GOD beſtow'd, you now deſtroy ! 1 
x „ And how can,you reſtore that Life to Joy ?” FE E 
FP. In Heav's ETHRNAL LiIrE to Us is giv'n.“ 0 
* I. Do CHRISTIANS then pretend to go to HEAv'N 1 
„ Thar HEA v'x I scorn!” the guiltleſs CHIET reply d: 5 L 
9 Light, Light the FIRE!“ then turn'd his Head, and dy'd: g Bc 

1 


. IF This was the fatal Effect of Bicorry and Surkkertrion 
in theſe happy Climates; or as our Poet before e it 
ath ago; 5 

Of Miſfionary RA PIxx's Hoy Zea” | 


| (602.) We may therefore ſafely doubt the Truth of all 
artificial CRREDS, which pretend. to divide, determine, or de- 
ſeribe the incomprehenſible NaTure of GOD. And tho it By 
is often. ſuggeſted that the civil Magiſtrate may contribute fi 
much to the Advancement of VIxrux, by ſupporting the Au- th 
thority of ſuch CREED, and by executing the Vengeance "of 
Bi6oTs on thoſe who reje& that Authority, tis certain, how- Wu 
ever, that this Power extends on] y, and in this Caſe can avail Nen 
. 7 1 to protect Innocence and Virtue, by reſtraining. Broors w. 
of every ſort from Violence and perſecution, without favour or IN .. 
partiality to any particular CED, or Syſtem of Belief ,what-' Ich 
ſoever, Hence ſocial Happineſs wou'd acquire ſtrength. and by 
ſecurity: The common Boxp, or CHarm of Union wou'd! pr 
be ſeen, and felt in the Intercourſe of Minds, the free Uſe. V. 
6 of RE . the mutual Exereiſe of Love and F ee: N 
5 10-17. bs , 
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( 117 ) 


Hope all Men bleſs'd alike—and injure none, 
Grateful I trace clear Reaſon's gentle Light, 
Unenvying the intolerable Blaze, 

Which burns the boaſtful Zealot's ſtubbly Faith. 
Aw'd with Conviction of Man's reachleſs Pow'r 
To pierce Omnipotence, and view it near, 


Let me with diſtant Rev'rence pondering read, 


In Silence his permiſſive Will, and dread | 
The arrogance of judging. —Hate no Man 
E if ſincere; but cloſing calm 
Opinion's dazzled Eye, revere what! is, 
Undaring to deſcribe it. Let no Pomp 
Of poſitive Preſumption ſwell my Soul 

To E Scorn of alien Creeds 


(616-17. 5 8 Revere what i is, 
6 Vid to deſcribe "Hs 


This may either ſignify a Reverence for the SUPREME BEV _ 


610 


which produces FaiTH, LOYALTY, or ALLEGIANCE, and re- _ 5 ol 
ſtrains that impious Arrogance and Preſumption, which prompts, „ 


the BicoT to explain the WILL of GOD according to his, 
owN MERE WILL, and without regard to that. great and conti- 


nual Revelation of DeiTY, made by himſelf in his WoRKSs, and. 
exhibited in that Order, Beauty and Conſtancy of Things, which . 4 
we call the WoRLD : or it may ſignify thoſe Works themſelves, . ". » 


v containing the whole Sum of his PRovIDENCE ; of which, — 


though we are unable to comprehend, or deſcribe the whole, yet 


by a ſober and careful Search, Rx Aso advances in an endleſs. 
Progreſſion of Jnprovement” and by the ſame Steps, Taurn, 


VIRTUE and HAPPINESS are promoted. 


* 
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(118) 


Uncertain in my own ; yet ſure of This, . 616 
That VIA ru cannot err, but Judgment may. 88 
Peacefully patient thus I travel down 

Life's unoffending Journey. Mark well pleas'd 

New Profpe&ts, Manners, Taſtes, Beliefs, chang'd Modes, 
New Syſtems, —Ev'ry View that ſides my Way, 62 5 
Unprejudic'd to any—Bear, forbear, | 

Serve, 1 reſerve, unwearied. Till full Time 


| Shall 
(621.) In the mean Time, if in this Search, we ſhould at 


any Time be miſtaken, of this, however, we may be ſure, that 


VIRTUE will always be right. In the Exerciſe of REAs0N there 
ſeem to be various Degrees of AB1LiTY, many Opportunities of 


Improvement in ſome, and in others, many invincible Obſtruc: 


tions: In the Practice of VIxR ru, the ABiLITY ſeems more 
equal, and the Opportunities and Obſtructions, in different States 
and Conditions of Life, ſeem to ballance each other. This is 
indeed a comfortable Conſideration, which cannot fail to male 
us ſubmit, not only patiently, but even joyfully, to the wiſe 
and good Order of PRoviDENCE ; when we reflect, “ that no 
< external Circumſtances of Fortune no involuntary Diſadvan- 
& tages, can exclude any Mortal from the greateſt Degree of 


% VirTve andHayeiness.” (See on this Subject HUuTCHESONS,) 


(622.) Thus Peace of Mind is eſtabliſhed amidſt all that Con. 
fuſion, and Diſcord, which the mad Zeal of CREED-MAKERs, 
and the blind Zeal of . have introduced int 
Religion 

(627.) And thus alſo we are ftation'd again in that PR ING 
PH1LosoPHY, and in that wide Field of coMMoN TruTH and 
NATURE, as it originally lay open, before it was incloſed with 
the thorny Hedges of artificial SCIBNCE z or, as our Poet ſy 


| 0: 71. before the Pride of Man 
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Shall open Txurn's barr'd Gate, and we ſhall ſee 
GOD's certain Meaning in his own clear LicuT, 629 


« Hedg'd in th ETERNAL's . 


To this at laſt all Diſputes muſt be referred concerning Vie 
TUE, TRUTH, and LAW: and as all Inſtitutions civil or reli- 


pious, are derived from this Fountain, ſo when they want amend- - 


ment and Reformation, to this again they muſt all be reduced, 
When therefore we conſider this grand Object of univeRSAL 
NATURE ; how far a FREE Ex GUI Y may extend; how im- 
portant theſe Difcoveries, which have been made ; how many 
more, and perhaps greater Truths remain yet undiſcovered ; and 


| laſtly how all theſe moſt evidently tend to eftabliſh VRTUE 


and PET v, and therefore promote the Welfare and Happineſs 
of Mankind; it ſhould ſeem ftrange that any ſhould be found, at 


this Time, wal in this Country eſpecially, who would reftrain 


this natural Progreſſion of TxuUTH ; and much more, that they 
ſhould vilify the Uſe of REASON and FREE-THOUGHT as dan- 
gerous, and even impious. Yet even among theſe, we .may 
« ſee ſometimes the profounder Sort of W1Ts in handling ſdme 

te particular Argument, will now and then draw a Bucket of 
« Water from this WELL, for their preſent UsR:“ But as others 


of a better Genius and more benevolent Temper, have viſited the 

Spring-head, we may be allowed, perhaps, to examine and 

compare their different Accounts and Deſcriptions. | Ts. 
There are Two Points of View, in which NATURE, or the 2 


Works of GOD may be ſeen or repreſented, 


1. That in the Beginning Man was created perfect; 1 fell 
from this original State. This FALL. was followed by a general 


Corruption of Manners derived from it, through all ſucceeding Ge- 


nerations. "Che Effect, or Conſequence extended far; for though 


at firſt Man was made immortal, yet now he became both Mor- _ 


TAL and IMMORTAL, He was fiſt doomed to die, and then to 
live again; yet ſo as to be miſerable for xvzR., This doom was 


ne and reitet, N evertheleſs a SAVING Method 


q- 7 bw et fy Po . Was 


was at laſt difborered which" even from the beginning was bertel, 


deſligned, and reſerved, as virtually, though not actually efficacious, 


The Method was THIS; that the SUPREME BEING who Maps 
Man, ſhould piE for MAN ; offering his Lies, or BLoob, asa 
| SacRiFice, PROPITIATION, or ATToNEMENT. That May 
by BELIEVING this. SACRIFICE was made for him, ſhould again 
become capable of EveERLAsTING HAPPINESS. Thus GOD, 
| by his OWN Dear, fatished his OWN. Jus ric; and MAN 
became HoLy by the RicurTEousness of GOD. ImevrTen, 
This is called REepeEMPTION. Nevertheleſs, as ſome report 
the Caſe, everlaſting Happineſs {till reſts on a vety- precarious 
Foundation; fince Man, befides BELIEVING WELL, muſt LIVI 
WELL : which is the only. Circumſtance, in this TRAGEDY 
which ſeems to be founded in NATURE. Others affirm 
this Circumſtance of LivinG WELL is unneſſary, and that 
BELIEF alcne is ſufficient; while ALL agree that without ſuch 
BeLIgF VIRTUE is uſeleſs, SALVATION. impoſſible, and that 
ALL MAxkIxp yet remain under the Cuksk, and _— 
40 ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


2. According to the other Deſcription, Ma AN was OR1Ot- 
NALLY, as Now, formed IMPERFECT. Tims, Opportunity; 
Experience, and a right Uſe of all theſe are neceſſary to unfold 
the NArunz of Trincs, the Law of GOD, and the Means 
of Hayeinzss, Many are the Efforts of Reagon, in ſuch a 
Creature, in ſuch a State, blended as it is with ApRTITE and 
PA8810N, and while it grows from SE NSE, confined and incumbered 
with it. Till at laſt, by a NATURAL PROGRESS10N it arrives at 
MaTvaiTty, ſees Things in a full and clear Light, and in their 
true Proportions z- yet ſees at the ſame Time, that ALL CAN- 
Nor BE SEEN, but that Room is left for er IMPROVE 
MENT in an endleſs Progreſſion, 

In this Schu the great Won k, with all its Movements is 
ve and NATURAL; in the other RETROGRADE ; fe- 
ſembling thoſe CycLzs and Epicyci.xs of the Planets, by which 
the harmonious Simplicity,. and Proportion of their Motion 
were perplexed and intricated, It ſeems indeed to be a mere 

1. . | artificiah 
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BH ntificial, or ſcenical Repreſentation ; which being surERNA- 
| TURAL, or out of the Bounds of NATURE, and full of the 
falſe MARVELOUS, is thetefore very well fitted to excite and 
eſtabliſh 1MPLICtT FAITH; which exacts more Pains to over- 
look, and deſpiſe, than w6uld be neceſſary to ſee, and recognize Ds 
the REAL WoRKs and MIRACLES of NaTugs. It is there- 
| fore no way adapted to promote the KNowLEDGe of TRUTH, 
| the Love of Virtue, the Happingss of MAN, or the Glok r 
of GOD. On the Contrary it is adapted ts promote, and in 
Fact ALWAYS hath promoted, ERROR and Vice, with all the 
| conſequential Evils of BicorRy and Superſtition. Yet ev'n , - 
| to This, which is now at laſt become in reality a general Cor- 
ruption, a wiſe and good Man might ſubmit with Patience, if 
| omitting the uſual Methods of Compulſion, and Provocation, 1 
| Belief were only recommended in the more eaſy Way of Per- 
h ſuaſion, and free Manner of Invitation: While he might be _ 
| allow'd to ſmile, perhaps, when in ſearch of TRUTH only; 
| and as a ſincere Lover of VIRTUE, he ſhou'd ſee ſo many _ 
MysrzRIES REvEALED- without being underſtood, ſo much 
| Happineſs procur'd, without being enjoy'd, and ſo many Br- 
corTs, who believe without underſtanding, yet damn all who 
do not underſtand, as well as believe, For my own Part, tho! 
| I have a great and ſincere Regard for all Government, in whiecß/ 
the good of Mankind is intended, and for our own in particus ©» 5 «Sy 
far, the Freedom and Excellence of which I gratefully dc * 
ledge, yet I cannot help thinking that this very Intention of . 4 
promoting com Mom Good ts defeated By the means employ d 
| to effect it; and that our public Syſteiti, and eſtabliſhed Form 
of Religion, which is conſider'd as the firſt and chieteſt o 
thoſe Means, doth itſelf greatly want Amendment and Refor- 
mation, that it may approach yet nearer to Truth; and corre- 
ſpond better with the Conſtitution of NaTurRt. Whether 
this be ſo indeed, and if ſo, which is the beſt Way of Effecting 
ſuch Reformation, I leave entirely to the Judgment of out 


Governors, Mean Time, as our Pour agrees with a noble 
Philoſopher 
'S „ 
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Philoſopher in directing the Means of W 1 
5 cording tNaTURE, let us follow that Diredtio chile y 4 
* repreſs with equal Diligence, the PRIDE of Icndaihce a 

„ Bicorsy, of all MonsTers the moſt deformed, and 
1 PRIDE of Flor KNOwI DGE, of Vices che moſt | 
1 ing. Let us purſue the ourney 
learn that as:the ſofteſt, Pillow, 
Fu * Heads, has been ſaid hy Y;pnTAIGNE to Siebe 
1 cc we may ſay more propefhy” 
* « alone is Haepy,' and HE is truly fo, who can ſay, Weile 
* „Life, whatever it brings; welcome Darn, whatever Per 

| {ris the Want of real Farrn, Lorarrx and ALLz0rAfien, 
Which makes us ſee and feel ſo much Evit, while the ſob 
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 -  Fure-THinxzs, and TRUE BELIEVER, commi ting himiglf 
. to the Diſpoſal of GOD, views his Wonks with 1 0 
Wo and Gratitude, and ſees, that ev'n Now, as well 4 at the BY 
1s ee b they are ALL vakY Go! ; 
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